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NPEAUCNOBME

leab npeanaraemoro nocobua — momoub yvaumMca 10—
1} wiaccop W abuTypueHTaM B KpaTyaiilisie CpOKH NIOAroTO-
BHTBECA K MTOTOBOH ATTECTALIHH VIO AHTMHACKOMY A3LIKY B
dopme EauHoro rocygapcTBeHHOTo 2K3amexa. OmHHM M3
INABHLIX ACNEKTOB MEPOBEPKH Ha 3K3IAMEHE ABAACTCR PaKTH-
YeCKOe RIANCHHE YCTHOM PEYblo B paMKAX HIYYCHHBIX TEM, A
TaKXe KOMMYHUKATHBHAS KOMNETEHUHA YUALIHXCS,

Pasmen ensHoro 3k3aMmeHa «[oBopeHHe» BKAIOMacT ABa
3Tana: TEMaTHYECKOe MOHOJOTHYECKOE BLICKAIBIBAHME W
AUAIOT ¢ UeAbio 06MeHa OLeHOMHOH HHpopManneil., Bpem
ycrHoro orpeTa — 10 MHHYT Ha OXHOFO HCMBITYEMOTO.

IMpu oTeeTe Ha NEPBOE 3a0aHHE yYaLHHACA LOMXEH OCBE-

THTb BCE fIPEIOKEHHBIE BONPOCHI, AOTHYHO H apTYMCHTHPO-,

BaHHO HOCTPOUTD CBOE BLICKA3bIBAHHE, A TAKXE OTBETHTL HA
BOMpochl 3K3aMeHatopa. [1pu oreeTe Ha BTOPOE 3agaHHE Yua-
WAACA TOAXKEH CYMETh HA4aTk, MOLASPXATE H 3aKOHYHTL Oe-
cedy, BPEANOXNTS BAPHAHTL! K 06CYXKIEHHK), BHIPA3HTD CBOIO
APTYMEHTHPOBAHHYIO TOUKY 3pEHUA M OTHOLWEHNWE K 06CyX-
DAeMOMY BOTIPOCY, NIPHHATH COBMECTHOE PEILieHHe, @ TAKKE
NPOAEMOHCTPHPOBATD BIAJICHHE IPAMMATHYECCKHMH CTPYKTY-
PaMA 1 XOPOLLIHM CNOBapHBIM 3anacou B coo'mcmmu cnoc-
' TABACHHO 3aJa4eii.
Mocobite conepxur 16 thas, oxnamnhlomnx BCIO mua-" _
THKY 00lIeHUs, onpeaensdemMylo Tpeboanuamu ET'D. B Hem
npeacrasneHo 6onee 40 o6pasnoB TEeMaTUUECKUX MOHONOTH-
YeCKHMX BbICKA3biBaHMit, KOTOpPbie NPESACTABAAIOT coboH no-
THYHO apryMEHTHpPOBaHKbIe COOBIIEHHUA H COREPXAT UCHep-
NBIBAIOWLYI0 HHPOPMALHIO, HEOBXONMMYIO MNN YCNemHOM
caayn akiameHa. HadopMaTHBHas HaChILLEHHOCTDb TEXCTOB
pacllUpsieT XPYTO30p yHaUMXCE U CHOCOBCTBYST PASBUTHIO
HABLIKOB YCTHOH pedn. CONpoBOXIAIOLIHE TEKET BONPOCH -
MOMOTYT NOATOTOBHTHCA K GECee C K3aMEHATOPOM.
- Ang yenewHo#i NOAroTOBKK KO BTOPOMY 3a0aHHIO B KAX-
Ay1o TRaBy AOCCOHA BKMIOMEH pasmen «[AHanorMs», KOTOpbii
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COACPXXHT O0Pa3Libl. manoma n,ml pemeuuﬂ KOMMYHHKaTHB-
HbIx 3ana4. B cBopHux Bomno Bonee 30 ananoros, KoTopbic
HarNAAHO ACMOHCTPHPYIOT, KK Y4aLlHECA MOTYT HCNIOMb30-
BaTh MPEACTABACHHYIO B TeMaX HHGMOPMALWIO AN8 PELISHHA
MOCTABACHHOH KOMMYHRHKATUBHOMN 3aAatH, a TAIOKE ARAAI0T-
cA nono.nﬂumnbuum ucmqnnxom nnd}opuauuu no ll,aHHO-
MY pasuneny.

- MoHnomorHyecKne BHICKAZHBAHUA W nuanoru Gbmu €o-
CTABNCHH Ha OCHOBE 3a1auuii OTKpeITRIX BapranToB EI'D no
AHIAMACKOMY SI3bIKY M COBPEMEHHBIX Y4eOHMX mocobuit.

- JinA pasBUTHS HABBIKA YCTHOI PEUM YURIUHECA MOTYT TaK- |
Xe ucnoan3opate pagen «Useful Languages, B KoTopom
NpeICTaB/ieHE Pa3HoOOPa3HEE KOMMYHHKATHENEE (hpassl,
WHPOKO WUCMOJb3yeMbie B nuaﬂormecxoﬁ U MOHONOTHYE-
CKOH pevn. _

Pazgen «Culturat Reader» BKJIIOYAET. ﬂoaaanamnbuue

TekeTh 0 BeankoGpuransiu, CLIA # apyrux ctpaHax nayyae-
MOTO f3niKa. JTO AD3BONMT YYAWNMCA PACLIHPHTL CBOIO'
JIHHTBOCTPaHOBERYECKYIO KOMTICTEMMHIO H HOKA3aTh CTeNeHb
NHOOPMUPORAHHOCTH B COLHOKYRLTYpHOI :00nacTu. Cospe-
MCHHAsA REKCHKA M HEMOMATHUECKME BHPAKCHHS nomom
oBOraTHTh CTIOBAPHbLIA 3aNac Y4AIUUXCR, -

- ITocoBue NpeaHalHayeHoO PAZBHBM OGPa3OM ITA ROATO-
TOBKM yyamnxca 10—11 x1accoB KO, THMHA3HH K IHNEEB K
BHITYCKHOMY 9K3aMCHY 0 aHITHHCcKOMY A3BKY. OHO MOXeT
GRITH TAKKE HCITOAL3OBAHO H HA GONeE PAHHEM 3Tane AnA ca-
MOCTOATENIbHOM fIOATOTOBKH X KOHTPONbHEIM PAGOTAM 110 1o-
BOPEHHIO, 8 TAKKE JUTA YIIyGACHHONO H3yHEHHA aHMHIACKOro
A3biKa. COOPHHK MOXET OLITh TAIOKE NONE3CH H Y4HTERSM,
lcompuc HalayT B ueu Heoﬁxanauuﬁ uampuan Mﬂ cBoeii

~ paBotnl Ha ypoKax.’ Lo

- Hapeemcst, uro Hacmsmee nocoﬁne nomoxe'r Guerpo 7]
KAYECTBEHHO NOMTOTOBHILCA K MTOTOBOH ATTECT2HMH 11 AKT-

NHIACKOMY A3bIKY U YCTIGIIHO cna'rb Emuluii rocymapcmen-
Hbli 3K3aMeH. ‘
Kenaem yenexa! ‘



CITYANDCOUNTRY o

Task‘.l o a

Gweatalkonlhelﬁintheeity

Remember to discuss. . - B
mmmmmmmy

: whymmepeoplechoosetolwmthemuwﬂe
mnnmmm:nmm&mmm

: mnmldmpnfertoliw.why :

« o o 0

-'Lots of people prefer lmng in cities mher ﬂ'mn m the
countryside because it'is often easier to get good education and
find a well-paid job. Besides, there is-usuatly a wide choice of
public transport, so you don’t need to own & car, which is
necessary when you live in the countryside: What is more, there
are a lot of intéresting things to do and places to sec: If you Tive
in the village, you have almost nowhere to go, but lf you live in.
the city, you can eat in good restauranis, visit museums, and go
'to the theatre and to concerts. All in all, c;ty life is fult ofhustlc _
and variety, and you will never feel bored...

“However, some people choose to live in the countrysmde
because living in a city is often very sxpensive. It is panticularly
difficult to find good cheap accommodation. What is more,
public transport is sometimes crowded and dirty, particulary in
the rush hour, and even the parks can become very crowded,’
especially on Sundays when it scems that every. city-dweller is
looking for some open space or green grass. On the contrary,
the air in the countryside is very clean and there are no noisy-
crowds, so living in the country-can be useful for-your health.
Last of all, despite all the crowds, it is still possible to feel very:
lonely in a city ‘because people often don’t know their

5.
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nenghboum whereas ifi the coumrmde people know each other
dnd you have lots of friends.” "

* In'my opinionit’s possible t6 sofve most of the problems of
big cities, for example, the problem of pollution. Cutting down
on emissions from large combustion plants and exhaust fumes
from vehicles would help solve the problem. I think we should
try and use alternative energy such as solar energy and wind
energy and design plants and cars that run on electricity, a
much cleaner fuel than petrol. In- addition, 1 think the
- government should ban cars from city centres, We can also
iimprove the situation with traffic if the government encourages

people to use the underground more. I would argue that if the
underground was made cheaper, many peopte would decid‘e to
leave their cars'at home. -
'‘As. for me, 1 wou!dpreﬁ:r cny life because ! am- kem on
- visiting theatres, cinemas, museums and galleries and don’t
mind noise and pol]utiom. Besides, my city offers me good -
opportunitics to continue my ¢ducation and 1 hope to find a
- prestigious job in the future; However, 1 enjoy the peace and
fresh air of the countryside and in:summer 1 usually go to my
country house whcre I havc a good time wlth my fnends.

Qnmons ] .

L. TIsthe city life stmsful"“Why" : '

2. How would you lmprave thc lmng conditlons inthe plaCc :
where you live? =~ -

3. Why do young people tem:l to live in cutws" ,

4. Where do you think people will livé in the future, in ¢ities
_or inthe countryside? Why? :

5. Would you llke to change thc place where you lwe‘? Why"

Task 2

lecatalkabontthecity/mfvﬂlagemlheln
Remember to speak about:

its geograplical position - ;
whatmatesywcity/mfﬂﬂagedlsﬂncﬁve,why o
the things that you ke most sbout the place you live in, wlly
ﬂ:eﬂﬁlﬁthatmdisllkesbwtthlspheewlw R



I'live in asmall !ustonc town called: Suzdal Itissituated op
the Kamenka River in Viadimir region not far from mew
* and the journey by bus to the capital usualty takes about. 3 hours.
Itisoneofthe majortownsof the “Golden Ring of Russia” and
~ isfamous all over the world for its ancient Russian architecture.

Upon your arrival in Suzdal you will find yourselfina fmry-
tale world. The town has a kremlin, aconvent, two monasteries,
dozens of churches decorated with fanciful carvings and .a

nearly 200-year-old shopping arcade with traditional iron signs '

outside the shops. Suzdal’s contribution to the development.of

Russian culture is outstanding. No other gity excels it in the

number of ancient monumerits of architecture, l’m sure yon
will never forget a charming peal of Suzdal bells. - - -
I especially enjoy this town for its quiet. dmmy There am _

-no high buildings here. The town is like an extended village of
wooden houses, with lace curtains and geraniums in- the
windows. It looks gorgeous.whatever the season, but especially -
in winter, bianketed with snow. The air here is f_r_esh_and clean
and there are no noisy crowds or traffic jams like in big citics.
What is-more, the people here are very fnendly and you never
.~ feellonely. -

Yet young people tendto leave Suzdal because there are few
possibilities for education and it’s difficult to find a well-paid

- job here. If only Suzdal could become a popular tourist
‘destination, then it would really prosper and flourish. But today -

there are very few foreign visitors here because they are scared.
off by the lack of comfortable hotels, coaches, good roads with
road signs ‘and well-trained gmdes. Besides, same of the
_arch:tectural monuments have become ruined by time and
really have to be renovated. But iocal authorities usua]ly lack_
funds and it restricts the possibilities for developmg fourism in
Suzdal. Nevertheless, I believe that in a few years things wilt
change and my home town mll become a real Jewel ofancient .
Russmn archltecture :

'Qnestlons I
1. Are youpmud of your home tawu" oo
2. What ancient Russian cities and towns do you know"



3. What are the main problems of ancient cities and towns in
Russia?

What are the advantages of living in the city?

Where would vou rather live: in the city/town or in the
village?

Rl

DIALOGUES
Task 1

You and your friend are discussing where both of yon would like
to live in the future. There are several opllons but you may
choose only one of them:

in a city

in the countryside

in the mountains

at the seaside

* ® 9 &

‘If you had an opportunity to choose, where would you
live?

‘If I could choose, I would prefer to live in a big city like
London. It’s a wonderful city with lots of museums to visit and
sights to enjoy. I’ll be able to walk in beautlful parks and spend
my free time in a pub.’

‘I don’t think it's a good idea to live in a big city. Well, it’s
great to come to London as a tourist but if you live there afl the
time, ’m sure you will be fed up with all these sights and
museums. Just think about noise, pollution and traffic jams
during rush hours. Besides, accommodation in big cities is
rather expensive because there aren’t enough houses for
everybody.’ '

‘As for me, I don’t mind noise and pollution. Butif I livein
a city, l 11 be able to find an interesting job and earn a lot of
money.’

‘Lcan’t agree with you. It’s difficult to find a jOb in abig city.
You might not be able to find a job in the area that you enjoy and
you’ll have problems with getting to work. As for me, I would
prefer to work for myself and live somewhere in the
countryside.’

8



“Why?’ .

‘First of alf, the air in the countryside is fresh and there isno
poilution. 1’1l be able to grow fruit and vegetables for my famliy
and we will enjoy a healthy lifestyle. Besides, I'll live in myown
house with lots of rooms. 1 think it’s better than Iwmg ina small
stuffy flat in the city.’

‘I would agree with youbut, in my opinion, there is nothmg .
to do in the countryside. You'll soon get bored with such a -

lifestyle. In addition, 1 think it’s very hard to grow fruit and
vegetables. You’ll have to work hard all day long. And in case of
bad weather, you can lose all your crops. Farming is deﬁmtely
not my cup of tea,’

‘OK. What about living in the mountains? The airand water
in the mountains are exceptionally clean and we would be able
to enjoy magnificent mountain views.”

‘But what shall we do for a lwmg" | thmk it’s impossible to
find any work in the mountains.’ _ :

‘Not exactly. We could work as tourist guides in summer
and in winter we could teach tourists downhill skiing. Qur life
will be easy and exciting!”’

‘On the contrary, it will be rather bori ng: only work and '
absolutely no entertainment. There are no cinemas and theatres
in the mountains. Besides, it’s always cold there and life canbe
really dangerous because of severe weather conditions. Let's
live in a small town at the seaside. The climate is warm and nice
there. We could open a small hotel near the sea and have lotsof -

-tourists. It’s not hard ¢o run a private hotel. Besides, we’ll have
an opportunity to communicate with people fmm all over the '
world. It’s exciting?

‘Great idea! There is no poflution at the seasidé and we can )
enjoy a healthy lifestyle. We could go to the beach early in the.
morning or late in the evening and swim in the sea. And we'
could eat lots of fruit and vegetables.’

‘And if we get bored with the sea and the sun we could goto
the cinema or to a disco with our friends. So, what plaoe do you
think we should choose?’ -

‘If you agree, we'll choose to live at the seaside.’

‘1 completely agree with you.’



Task 2 -

Your class is going to visit Moscow and stay there for » day You
and your friend are dlscussmg what both of you would like to see
in the capital. There are several opnons but you may choosc on- -
Iy ome of them: \

¢ the Kremlin - .

* the Tretyakov Gallery

the Bolshoy Theatre

the AII-Ru'ssh Exbibition Centne

‘We are gomg 10 Moscow for a day and our teacher asks us-
to decide what we want to see in the capital. Any ideas?”
‘Well, a day is not much for this wonderful city so it's very
difficult to choose something. And what would you like to see
there?’ '
‘ Flrst of all i supposc we should visit the Kremlin, which is
very impressive. Here you can admire ancient cathedrais and
churches, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great, the Faceted and the
Armoury Palaces. You ¢an also see the Tsar Bell and the Tsar
Cannon, which are good examples of the early masters’ work.
Besides, we can also visit Red Square and take pictures of St.
Bazil’s Cathédral. With its nine beautifully palmed cupolas, itis
a real masterpiece of ancient Russian architecture. And if we
- are hungry, there are lots of cafés nearby.’ _
“Your idea is great! But unfortunately it won 3 ﬁnd any
support in our class because many students have already been to
~ the Kremtin. As for me, I’ve already been there three times and
I have lots of beautiful photos. Besides, I’'m .sure that it’s’
difficult to get tickets to the Armoury Palace. Moreover, the
Faceted Palace can only be entered on special tours. I’d rather
- visit some .museum, for example, the Tretyakov Gallery. It
contains the priceless collection of Russian ‘Art. A fnend of
mine was there last month and he was delighted. I thmk
-everybody will like this idea, won’t they?”
- ‘I can’t agree with you. Not everyone in our class is fond of
aris and they may fmd bormg to go from one. plcture to
another.’ .

10



‘But we may arrange a guided tour of the gallery! It will bé
very interesting! Don’t you want to learn something new about
Russian painting?’ :

‘No, I don’t. I’'m not keen on painting. Besides, the guides
usually go into details, so our excursion may be long and tiring.
Why don’t we go to the theatre? The performance usually lasts
for about 2 or 3 hours so we’ll have enough time for it. I have
always wanted to visit the Bolshoy Theatre, which is world-
famous for its operas and ballets. If we are lucky, we’ll be able to
see The Swan Lake, which has fantastic music and wonderful
scenery. And the theatre itself is really beautiful.’ '

‘You are kidding! The tickets to the Bolshoy Theatre are
extremely expensive, | don’t think that our parents will be able
to afford them. And to tell the truth, I don’t understand ballets
and operas. Anyway, all performances are usually in the
evening and we’ll have to leave Moscow before that time.”

‘What do you suggest then?’

‘What about visiting the All-Russia Exhibition Centre? It is
situated in a beautiful park and has a lot of gorgeous fountains.
The gilded Friendship of the Nations and the mosaic-encrusted
Stone Flower fountains are most beautiful so you’ll be able to
take lots of beautiful pictures there. Besides, the Exhibition
Centre is a large cultural and commercial complex where
different international exhibitions and fairs are held so we’ll be
able to learn something new.’

‘I know that the All-Russia Exhibition Centre is very large,
so it will be very difficult for us to see everything. And I think we
may be tired.’

“You are right. Its territory is really rather large but there is
. no need to walk much, since the area is served by mini “trains”.
Besides, if we are tired we can have a rest in the funfair and
enjoy different roller coasters or get a fantastic view of the city
from a 75-metre-high ferric wheel, which is the largest in
Europe.’

‘Great idea! 1 agree that the All-Russia Exhibition Centre is
a wonderful place to spend free time and to have fun. ’'m sure
everyone will enjoy this plan. Do you agree with me?’

“Yes, this is the best solution for us.’

11
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COMMUNICATION B

| TALKS

Task1 '

leeatalkonmuhﬂephones

Remember to discuss:

. whypeoﬂechwsemmmbﬂephones S

. mmmﬂemwmm '

. whetherit’sagondideatobdngnobﬂephonestosehoql,why/
: whymot .

. .whtothermeansofcomunluﬁonmpopularmdm,why

. There are lots of dlt'fcrent ways of communication
nowadays such as letters and telegrams, telephones and-the-
Internet, butperhaps the most popular onie is a mobile phone
Peopie choose to nse mobile phones. for commumcatmn
because they.are very convenient. First of all, they are small

enough to fit into our pockets so we can casily take it

_everywhere and always stay in touch. Besides, they allow us not
only to phone; but to send small messages, which is véry cheap.
What is mose, if you have one of the new multimedia mobiles,
you ¢an log on to the Net, pay-for things, play games, interact
with TV programmes and take photos to send to your friends,
Very tempting, isn’tit?

However, some people are against moblle phoncs bccause
they think that radiation from mobiles leads to cancer, which
hasn’t been actually proved. Besides, psychologists say we are
becoming addicted to mobiles. Surveys show that teenagers are
reading less and mobile use is affecting the marks of secondary
school students. In addition, a big problem with mobiles is.
crime because lots of teenagers have become wct:ms ‘of mobile
phone theft.

12



- 1 believe it’s: a good idea to have a mobile with .you
everywhere, even at school, because in case of emergency we
- can contact our parents to let them know that we are QK or to

ask for help. Besides, ifwe need some infosmation oradvice, we

can always get in fouch with our friends or parents. Moreover, _
~ we can use mobile phones as calculators at the lessons. On the
other:hand, mobile phones can be- a distraction in classes,
especially. if students forget to silence their ringer. In addition,
some students can use mobile phones s_vith text messagmg
capabilities to cheat on tests; which of course is not honest,
There are some other means of communication which are
becommg extremely popular nowadays, for example e-mail or
instant messaging, which allow you to kecp in touch through

the Internet. lnstantmcssasmg or IM, is more immediate than- -

" e-mail because you don’t have to check your mbox for new
- messages as they appear instantly. You type a short note and
send it from your computer to another, where it pops up straight
away on the screen. Another advantagc is that more than two
people at a time can join in a conversation. What is more,
communication by IM isn’t restricted to text. You can send
- pictures, and if ‘you have microphones and speakem, you ¢an
“talk, which is an advamage because intemet connection
charges are usuaily cheaper than phone calls. As for me, [ use -
different ways of commumcatlon but I prefera mobﬂe because'

~ it’s more comnemcnt '

1 thn isit necessawtosendaletter"

2. Do you think the regular telephone wnll dlsappear in

future? Why?/Why hot?

3.” What are the d‘iﬁcrent ways we can use computem to com
_. municate?

- 4. How do you stay in touch wntll your fnends or mlatlves
- who live far from you? .

5. Wh:ch way of commumeatlon do you prcfcr? Why?

Task 2

Give a talk on communication.
Remember to discuss: -

13
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-;’Mumm&mhammm
coaguwhy
mmmmmhmm,m _
-\thmuwmm
Mmdmmm&rm '

I I

- .Of course today commumcauon is much easier than a
hundred years ago. When it ook two weeks for a letter to reach

Australia, you couldn’t keep in touch with people casily. .

' _A]though' the telephone had already appeared, it wasn’t for |

-everyone’s use and phone calls were rather expensive.

- Nowadays there are lots of means of communication such'as

" mobile phones or the Internet; which allow people to get in
touch almost. instantly. And if you want to send a letter to.a
friend from .a faraway country,-clicking the mouse is much
more convenient than buymg a stamp and an envelope and
finding time to inake a trip to the post office.

. However, I don’t think that ordinary letters will disappeat
in the future. Although e-mails will be sent more often, people-
will still use ordinary letters for sendmg documems in which
original signatures are of great importance. Another reason why
people will contiriue usmg ordmary ma:I is scndmg mvntat:on -
cards,

. lcan't say exactly which form of commumcatlon is better
oral or written. 1 think it depends .on the purpose of
communication. If you want to discuss something with friends
or relatives, then personal communication is usually the best
' way to do it because you can easnly eXpress your. thoughts and
share opinions, On.the contrary, writfen commanication is.
preferred in business because you havé to think carefully about
what you want to say. Whiat is more, written communication is
-more formal so it is usually used in formal situations. However,
e-mails and text messages are now becoming increasingly
_popular with teenagérs and is the best way to stay in touch.
* Despite:the predictions of many people that we won’t write
~ letters any more and that we’lt only make phone calls, wutmg IS
back ontopagain.
- As forme; 1 deﬁmtelyprefer text messagmg | thmk lt’s the
best way of communication for teenagers, since everyone’s got -
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a mobile. The great thing about texting is that you can do it
everywhere, even at school if you’re careful enough not to get

- caught. Another important advantage is that text messages are
much cheaper than a phone call. Of course you don’t have a
conversation, exactly, but you can do that face-to-face, can’t
you? 1 usually text my friends to arrange to meet, to tell my
parents where | am so they don’t werry about me, or to tell
people that I’m going to be late. That sort of thing.

1. Do you have a mobile? How often do you use it?

2. Which do you prefer: sending a message or making a call?
Why?

3. How often do you send and receive text messages or e-
mails? 5

4. How do you think communication will change in the
future? '

5. Can you imagine your life without modern means of com-
Jmunication?

DIALOGUES
Task 1

‘You are going to invite friends to a New Year party and you are
thinking of the best way to do it. Discuss the following options
with your friend and choose the one you both like most of all:

* personally

*  mail

* e-mail

* mobile phone

#

“You know, I’'m having a New Year party and [ want to
invite some friends but I don’t know how. What is the best way
todoit?’

‘Why not invite them personally? I think they will be very
glad to see you and you will know the answer immediately.
Besides, you’ll be able to learn the latest news, won’t you?’

“Yes, | will. But these small talks are not so easy to stop! I'm
afraid it’ll take me a lot of time. In addition, some of my friends
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live very far from my place, s0 it will be very difficult to meet
them. Anyway, we have to invite personally only relatwes and
.close friends, don’t we?” ..

“Yes, we do. And if you want an easier way, you CaN send

_'them an invitation, It’s a traditional way of inviting guests. 1

~ think your friends will be happy to receive a colourful invitation
card. Besides, you won't have to waste a lot of time mecung
them.” )

‘But I'll have to buy alot of cards' Anditll take me long to
write 50 many invitations. What is more, I'll have to go to the
post office to send them. And how can I be sure whether they’ll
get'the invitation on time? :

‘Why go to the post office? You have c-mall on your
computer! Clicking the mouse will be much.more convenient
than buying a postcard and finding time to makeé a trip to the

post office. In addition, you won’t have. to write lots of

* postcards. You'll need t6 write only one postcard and your
computer will send it automatically to all your friends. What is
more, you can ask your friérids to confirm receipt of your
postcard, so you’ll know whether they have received it or not.”.

“That’s great! But there is one problem: not all of my.friends -
have got computers. Moreover, not all people are used to

getting invitafion cards by e-mail. They may think it’s a joke
- and won’t believe it.  think it would be better if 1 use my mobile

- - phone. All my friends have mobile phones and 'l be : sure that :
. they know about my party

' ‘I can agree with you. But on the other hand, xt’tl also take

you a lot of time, because you’ll have to speak to them. Besides,

their numbers can be busy, so you’ll have to call several times
and it’s very tiring. What about sending a message from your
mobile phone? Messages are very cheap now, 80 it won’t cost

~ youalot.’

‘Sending a message" I-Iow coulﬁ l forget about it? It smuch -

easier than calling because 1.can send one invitation message to
all my friends. It’ll take me much lesstime.”
‘And vou can ask your friends to send you an mwwer, S0
you’ll know whether they’li be able to come.” '
‘Great idea! | think it’s the best way to invite my. friends.”
‘So dol.’ _
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Task2 - : S
You and your friend are discussing whick way of commaniestion is
the best. Discuss the following options with your friend .and
choosctheonembothllmmunfan ' -
* face-to-face communication
* - mobile phone
* e-mail
¢ jastant memging
‘Well, today there are. lots of dlfferent ‘ways of com—
_munication. What do you think is the best one?” - _

‘You see, it's very difficult to make a choice because each
way has its pros and cons. I know it’s net cool to admit but ¥'m
not a big fan of new technolagy. Person to person, overa cup of
coffee, with no mtemnpnons that’s the: best way of oommu—

- nication for me.’ _ L '

‘Isn’t it rather old- fashloned"’

‘Perhaps, .it is but it allows me a deeper level of
communication. If | see my friends, [ not only catch with the
news, but Lalso find out_howshcy feel aboutit. And the fact that -
it’s face to face means that | can- understand in a split second if -

someone has a problem. You can’t always do that on the phemc oo

- or:with any other method, can you?” :

.+ *In a way, you are right. Butyoumustadmstthattoday
- people are very busy and it’s getting more and more difficuit to

- find time formecﬂnsupwnhyourfmndx.()n the contrary,
mobile phones allow people to stay in touch alt day long. You
can’t but agree that it’ smebestwayhoamyamcetm orto
tell our parents that we are going tobe late.” - -

‘I partly agree with you but it’sratherdifficult to undcrstaad
what people are trying to tell you if you don’t see them. And if
you are angry and you pick up the phone, you cart say things
that - you’ll regret. | think it’s berter to use e-mail on your
computer.’

“Why do you think so?’ -

*‘Well, the great thing about e-mails is that you can choose
when or whether to answer them. Also, when you write them,

~ you can think about what you want to say and get your thoughts.
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in order Besides, you éan carry on surfng the Net or doing your

* - homework while you are waiting for a reply.’

“Well, you have a paan 1altm:mgh rm afraid you'll have to -
wait for a long time until you receive thc reply because your
friend doesn’t know that you’ve sent your e-mail. In'this-case
instant messaging has certain advantages ovér c-maxl ’

‘What are they?’ L

‘First of all, instant messaging is more :mmedlatc than e- -
mail as you don’t have to check your jnbox for new messages
because they appear mstan(iy Another advantage is that more
than two people at a time can join in a conversation, so it’s ideal
for, say, making social arrangements among a group of friends.”

‘Great! We can’t do that with mobile phones. But the
trouble with chat. rooms :or text messages is that you can’t
" expressyour thoughtsat all. What. can you say ina few hms of a

text message? Hi, howare you? - .

 *Not exactly! If you have a mlcrophonc and spcakem, you
can talk; and if you and your friend have webcams, you.can also
make a v:deo call m whtch you can see as well as hear each
othe{. ¥ . ) .

‘Oh, it’s just like pcmonal communication. l thinkit canbe -
especially useful when you want to communicate with fnends
of relatives who live far from you.” -
‘I absolutely agree with you! What’s more, thesc callswon't
be as expensive as phone calls because Internet connection
charges are usually cheaper. Sowhat shall we decide?’ - )

* ‘On second thoughts, 1 think we should choose instant

messaging as the best way of communication.  must admit that
- modern technology offers people gn:at opportunnm for
“communication.”
‘I'm with you there.”

T



. TALKS

Task1 L

Give a_talk'onyo;urseiool. '

Rmehbertospcekabom

_---mmmmmmmmm* e
what you kike most about your school, why ~ -
.wiatyouwouldliketochangelnmrsehonl why

L N I

At the momcnt l am. a studcnt of the Lyccum of 3
lnfonnatlon Technologies. It is situated far.from the citycentre
near a large park where students can walk after classes to refax. .
It’s‘a new school but it occupies: an old four-storey building.
The lyceum is well-equipped, though It has lots of classrooms
with modemn facilities, several computer classes where we study

Information Technology, an assembly hall a hbrary, a gym and’
acanteen. :

After classes pupils don t usually go home nght away. They
have some extra-curricular activities, for example, we have lots
of elective courses, which students choose according to their
preferences. Besides, our social and coltural -life is wells

organized, t0o. We have different clubs such as chess; drama | -

and photography, and pupils take part ‘irr their work -after
classes. There are also regulartnps to places llitﬁmuseums and
art galleries. :
1 wpeclally like my scheol becauge it gwcs its pupﬂs. '
profound knowledge in Maths, Physics and other academic
subjects . which' are necessary for entering the university.
Besides, pupils are offered a wide choice of clective subjects
connected with computers. They study different programming -
languages and leam how to write programmes. What is more,
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the teachers there are friendly and weil-qualified although they
are sometimes very strict. The lyceum is known for its academic
excelience and I hope my schoael education will form a basis for
my future occupation.

1 enjoy studying in the tyceum yct therc are some thmgs i |
would like to change. First, our canteen is rather small and
there are ahways large queues during the breaks. T would like to
introduce a large coffee bar for students with lots of coffee
machines where we could casily have a cup of coffee or tea with
a sandwich during ail the breaks. Another thing would be a
music studio where we could play and record music. We don’t
. have a uniform in our school because many students are against
it. But I think it’s important fo have a special uniform in the
. lyceum because it will make us feel dlffercnt from the students

- of other schools.

Remember to discuss:

U

Questions

What types of school are thcre in Russ:a" ;

"Do you like going to school?

What-are your favourite school subjects? Why?
" What school subject is'the most difficult for you? Why?
Do you like thc ldea of studymg at school for 12 years‘»‘
‘Why? '
6.  Will you ocmtmue your oducatlon aﬁer finishing school‘?

© Task2
Give a talk on education.

Pﬁwvr

_why it isimportant to study
'pmsnndeonsofmnﬂmmﬂsofemm
pros and cons.of alternative ways of education

Education is very important in the modern world, which is
. full of technological advancés. On-the one hand, we are sentfo
~ school to get useful knowledge about the world. On the other
hand, 1 think it’s not the main aim of our education. At schoot
and latér at universities. we learn how to learn so that we can

20



.make use of this ability in other more practical areas later on in
life.

All countries have traditional systems of education,
according to which pupils start school at the age of 5 or 6 and
study at school for 11 or 12 years. On the one hand, this system
of education seems good because pupils are taught by well-
qualified teachers and they get the necessary amount of
knowledge specified by a national curriculum. In addition,
school is  a place where children enjoy different cultural
activities and' show their individual talents. Everyone has an
opportunity to join a school club or to take part in sport
contests. On the other hand, some pupils may be bullied at
school or not fit in with the school environment. School can be
a difficult place for these children. They are unhappy and often
play truant. Moreover, some people believe that the current
system is a failure because it doesn’t teach children how to
become good thinkers. School is about passing exams, but
education should be about life.

In many countries education is compulsory, but school
isn’t. So many parents choose alternative ways of education for
their children, for example, home education. On the one hand,
children are educated in an atmosphere of love and
understanding and the attention they get from their parents and
the time they can spend together is very important. Besides, if
you are taught at home by your parents, it’s much harder to
make an excuse for not doing homework. However, in this case
parents should have enough time to teach their children.
Moreover, they should be educated and well-rounded people.
And I think that children who are educated at home miss their
friends as they can see them only in the evening or on Sundays.

Education is very important for me and 1 would like to
continue studying after finishing school. There is no doubt that
without good education you won’t be able to find an interesting
and highly-paid job because every company needs well-
qualified employees. I would like to become a computer
programmer, but to make a good specialist in computing you
should know a lot of programming languages and application
programmes. While studying in a university, I can get necessary
knowledge for my future profession. Besides, I can make lots of
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new fnen'ds.. University life is usually-interesting and exciting.
Anyway, 'have togetdown tomme hardworknow lf[ wantto
acincve my aims.

Do ydh cnjoy sdemg" Why" o '
Would you like to studyin a boardmg school" Why"
_ What is an ideal school for you? _
‘Would you like to be educated at home? Why" _
What other alternative ways of education do you know‘?
3 \Would you like to get educauon abroad" Why" .

Bl o o e

DIAI.OGUES

- 'I'ask 1
_ .\Your school authontles are plannmg to introduce the toﬂwing

one hour haich bmi - -
. medayoﬂmlnoltnstﬂyonmrm .

. one more PE (Pllrsiul Education) class : '
Discuss their strong and weak points with your friend and
choosc the one Iroth of yon thilk should be mlroduccd ﬂrst

‘Have you. hcard that o our school authontles are planmng to

. introduce the following changes? What do you think of it?”

 uniform is the best decision.’

- ‘Well, 1 like changes but [ don’t thmk that a new school
' “Why? A new uniform may look more styhsh ’ L
-“To begin with,"I don’t like the idea of a school uni’form_
because | tan’t stand wearing the mmc_c!othes all the time.
When we wear a uniform, we lose our individuality, I’'m sure
that many students hate the unifort style as well, so-a new
design won’t make any difference.” -
1 can’t agree with you, 1 am afraid, When we wear a
uniform, you don't have to think about what to put on. Besides,

+ lotsof pupils are often teasexd because they don’t wearexpensive
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designer clothes to school. So those: students whose parents
can’t afford stylish clothes will feel more comfortable.”. . -

‘Perhaps, you are right, but don’t forget abom those
studenis whose old uniform is stifl i in good condmon. lx will be
a waste of money for them.” =

“Yes, I agree with you. What abom an hour lunch bmk’ 11
seems like a good idea because we could have time to go fora
walk or just to relax talking with friends, And those students
who live close to school will be able to have lunch at home.
What’s your opinion?’.

‘I’m not sure about it becausc classes w:ll be aver too fate
and we will get back home too tired. Besides, it’s unhkcly that
we will be allowed to leave the school'at lunch break.” -

“In this case, we can do- part of our homcwork and havc
more free time after classes.” . . '

*f don’t think that it's a good idca because it may be too
no;sy during the break and you can easily get distracted. In my
opinion, such a long break isa waste of time. I’d rather haveone
day off school to study on my own. We'll have tmough Hme to
study the subjects we are really interested in.’ Ny

‘I doubt that many stirdents will be for it because mthtscasc
we'll have seven of eight classes a day.’ -

© “‘Well, we could have shortér bneaks $0 wc wouldn t h:ave to
staysolong.’ -

“‘I’m.afraid we will have much more homework to do and
will be completely exhausted by the weekend. Anyway, not all
students are eager to study as mugch as youdo.’-

- *That’s right. Why don’t we have one more PE class then‘?
PE classes are sort of relaxation during a d-}tﬁeult day In
addition, it will helpustokeepfit.”. -

‘Great idea! Health is very 1mportant forus Good health is .
above wealth. Besides; if we have one more PE class, we’ll be
able to do a greater variety of sports actmues -

-~ ‘You are right! Our PE teacher is very good and’ hls ciasscs :
are always exciting. Pcrhaps, we’ll-even be able to go to the
swimming pool.” :

S E totallyagreewnh you. Onc mm'ePEclassmthe best -
choncc forus.’

B



- Task 2 - Cein \ .
Your school w1lI soon celebrate its lOth anmversary andis plan—
ning to mguize an event. Discuss with your classmate what your
class could do for your parcnts and otﬁcr gucsts You have to
choose one event only: _ :

. arunslng am exhib»lﬂan ofmm :

.. & "making a wall Dewspaper o

o putﬂngonaphyonshow :

¢ bolding an action

‘You know' that our sqhool mll soon celebrate 1ts lﬂth

- anniversary, don’ tyou?

- “‘Ofcourseknow. And we could take part in thrsgmat event
and organize something for our parenis and other guests. For
example we can afrange an exhibition of handicrafts, ‘This
won’t need a lot of money; and our parents will be very pleased.
What is more, we can invite people from the Iocal TV and
become TV stars. Doyou like my idea?”

“The idea is great, but not many studcnts fmm our elass are
forid of handicrafis, so it may take a lof of time to make and then

arrange all these things for the exhibition. Falso think that our .

guests might s00n fccl bored walkmg from one exhiblt to
another.” * N
- ‘Let’s make a wall newspaper then. It won’t takc a lot of
time and we have lots of students in our class who can draw very
well. So our newspaper will be very colourful.’ o '

‘Parents are not likely to be interestéd in. reading our
newspaper. They are fed up with- ncadmg newspapers at.home
. and they wani some entertainment,”

‘f think we can make otir newspaper qultc mtcmsnng, for
example, we-couid place our photos as kids and arrange a
competition: “Who will recognize their kid first?” * -

*Don’t forget that our newspaper shouid be devoted to thc
10th anniversary of our school. Anyway, it’s too conventional.
I'm sure that other classes will make newspapers, t0o. So there
will be lots of newspapers and that will be very boring. Why not
put on a play or a show? We could stage a musical because

evwerybody enjoys this kind of show We could even ask our
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parents to participate with us and this will make our show even
more exciting!’

‘On the one hand, you are right. But on the other hand, this
will mean a lot of preparation work, including rehearsals. We
are too busy now for that. -In addition, there are not many
people in our class who could become actors and actresses.’

‘Well, I can agree with you. And what about holding an
auction?’

‘An auction? We’ve never had any auctions at school. I'm
not sure that our headmistress will approve of our suggestion.
Besides, our guests might not like the idea of spending money.’

‘First of all, the price can be symbolic, so it won't be very
expensive for our parents. We can sell our old school things, for
example, old copybooks with test works or record books, which
have become history. And we can use the money to buy some
equipment for our school. So I think our headmistress will be
very glad.’

‘Wow! That’s another pair of shoes. Auctions are usually
fun, so | think everybody will like it.’

‘So what shall we choose?’

‘Let’s hold an auction. I’m sure it would be great!”



. UNIT4 -~
ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

o ';TALKS] _-
Task1 ' '
GweatalkonGreatBﬁMn _
Remember to discuss: Lo o
. _whttmimghewhenmthinkoﬂ;rutnrltah,why
. 'whetherGreatBruahhasamqueeﬂmte,m : :

o why people travel to Grest Britain :

. mmhmmmmmmmmw

' When i thmk of Great Bntam 1 usually 1magme averygreen
country with lots of beautiful gardens and parks because the,
British love flowers. very much and you can see them
everywhere. No wonder that some of the flowers have become
the symbols of the UK. T also i imagine the Houses of Parliament
with Big Ben which is the symbol of this country. And when 1
think of the British, | always imagine a man ina bowler hat with .
a pipe in one hand like Sherlock Holmes because this English.
detective is famous all over the world. :

I don’t thmk that Great Britain has a unique climate. In
fact, its climate is more or less the same as that of the north-
western part of the European mainland. The popular bellef that
it rains all the time in Bntanms simply not true: London gets no
more rain in a year than most other European cities. The bad:
reputation of Britain’s climate is due to its charigeability. There
is a saying that Britain docsn t have a climate, it only has
weather But English weather is' never the same two days
runmng One day it rains, the next day it may be sunny and then
it may be cold again.. It may not rain very much altogether, but
you can. never be sure of a dry day. Of course, the climate in
Britain differs much from that of central part of Russia because
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it lacks extremes. It is mild and temperate due to the influence
of the Gulf Stream.

People travel to Great Britain for different reasons. First of
all, they want to see Britain’s most treasured sights such as St.
Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London or Buckingham Palace.
Some people are interested in visiting mysterious sites like
Stonehenge or Loch Ness. Besides, everybody wants to try
traditional British dishes such as fish and chips or haggis as well
as to get to know the English lifestyle. Another important
reason why lots of people travel to this country is learning
English. It goes without saying that the best way to learn a
language is to speak with native speakers.

There is a lot to see in Great Britain but, first of all, I would
like to visit London, its capital, because it is the most important
city in Great Britain. There are a lot of famous sights, such as
Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament, St. Paul’s
Cathedral and the Tower of London. I also want to visit the
British Museum and to see its famous library. Besides, 1’d like
to visit Stratford-upon-Avon because I’'m fond of British
literature. This town is closely connected with the name of
William Shakespeare. It will be interesting to visit
Shakespeare’s birthplace, Holy Trinity Church, where he was
buried; and the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, which is a living
memorial to the poet’s work. '

Quesﬂons |

1. What British symbols do you know?

2. What are the main geographical differences between the
UK and Russia?

3. What is your personal attitude towards the British? Give
your reasons.

4. What are the most popular tourist destinations in Britain?

Do people believe that a huge monster lives in Loch Ness?

Why? What about you?

6. Why is the Lake District considered to be the lovehcst
place in Great Britain?

7. Have you ever been to Great Britain? Why did you go
there?

n
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TaSkz R S ‘

leeata}konlleUSA. o

Remember to discuss:
.whatmlnughewllnmtiinkoftheUSA
mmmmmmmm
why people travel to the USA. .
-._whntcitiesinhu‘ieammﬂdl&etovlsitmdwhy

When I thmk of the USA l 1magme a grcat country wnth a
vast territory and different types of climate. While people.in
Florida bathie in the sea and laze in the sun, the inhabitants of
Alaska have:a cold arctic day with white nights, Anotherimage
. that comes to my mind is a Statu¢ of Libeity, which is situated -
.in New York and .is. well-known all over the world. It has
- become a symbol of the city {if not of the whole country) and an
expression of freedom to people all over the world. | also
remember the sad day of September 11, 2001 and the collapse
~of two twin towers of the World Trade Centre during the
terrorist attack and feel sorry for Americans. '
" Idon’t think that Americans differ much from Russlans but’
they do have some peculiar features. First of all, Americans
value their sense-of individual freedom but they realize,
however, that individuals must rely on themselves. Otherwise
- they risk losing their freedom so self-reliance is their national
trait. Secondly, Americans are optimistic and persistent. They.
~ are sure that every problem has a solution: a difficult problem_
can be. solved at once; an impossible one may take a.little
Tonger. If at fisst you don’t succeed, ‘try, try again’ is their-
- favourite saying. Finally, unlike Russians, Americans are '
always on the move, Moving about from place to place issucha
common practice that most Americans take it for granted that
they may live in four or five cities during their lifetime. _
People travel to the USA for different. reasons. Most of
them want to see its famous cities such ‘as Washington D.C., .
New York or Los Angeles and to get to know the. Amcncan
lifestyle. Others want to learn American English, which in some
ways differs from British English. Finally, some people gotothe
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USA to continue their. education in such. wodd-famus
universities as Harvard and Yale Universities. This gives them
an opportunity tofind a more prestigious job afterwards. s
As for me, I have always dreamed of visiting the USA. Ifr
had an opportunity, | would, first of all, visit Washington D.C. ~
because it’s the capital-and. the most important city of the
country. [ would like to see the White House and the Capltoi as .
well as to visit the numerous museums of thé city. But my dream
isto visit San Francisco, which is the most interesting city in the
United States. The greatest attraction of San Francisco is the
Golden Gate Bridge, which has beconie the symbol of the city.
San Francisce is called the city of hills because it has 40 hills. It
is famous for its picturesque cable ears, which ¢limb these hills,
and for its bright houses that cling 10 the hills along steep and
narrow streets. I would also be happy if I had a‘chance to visit
Golden Gate Park, one of the largest man-made parks in the
world, or’ goto Shakespeare Garden where one can t‘md chry :
ﬂower and plant ever mentloned by the baml '

|

1.. Can you. compate the geographlcal posntlons of Russxa and
~ the USA? _
2. What are the natnonal symbols of thc USA? _
3., Why js the USA sometimes called a ‘melting pot"’ Do you
- agree. w1th it? Why" .

4. Would you like to get higher educatton in thc USA" Why‘?
5. Would you like to live in the USA? Why? .

6. Would you like to. have a pen-fnend from the USA" Why?

Task 3 :

Giveatalkonm

Remember to discuss: - L ' ) .

. -wmmmmmmuamﬁam,wﬁy'

. mmmmmmm why o

. mmmcmaammmmm ’
how -

. mmwmmmﬁmmmm
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. In my opinion, the most famous tourist destinations in
-Australia are its citics- such as Canberra, the capital and the
. most important cuitural centre of the country, and Sydney, the

biggest city of Australia. Sydney’s main landmarks, the Qpera . |

* House and the Sydney Harbour Bridge, personify not only the
city, but also the whole Australia.. Besides, most visitors are

.attracted by the beautiful Australian nature and the Great -
Barrier Reef is among the most popular tourist attractions. It is

 the largest reef structure and marine park in the world and it has
-more different species of animals and plants than any other
place in-the world. The Great Barrier Reef is included in the
World Heritage List of UNESCO and is top-vnsated -Among
scuba divers, explorers and people who just want to admire the

underwater life, including the gorgeous colourful corals.

Another popular destination is Uluru, which is the world’s
largest monolith, and one of Australia’s most famous natural

wonders. Not . on[v' is the breathtaking rock incredibly

- impressive due to its size, but also due to the strange colours it
reflects back from the sun at different times dunng thc day The
most remarkable sight is at sunset.

'Australia was isolated from the other world for a Iong time
and its isolation has had a great effect on.the. cvoll._ltl_on of its
flora and fauna. That’s why Australia has unique animais, birds

and plants. Another reason for this uniqueness is Australian

climate which has greatly affected the animal and plant worlds

‘of this continent. Many unique animals live here such as .
~ echidnas and platypuses, kangaroos and koalas; wombats and -

wallabies. Australia has morethan 20,000 species of plants,

90% of which is endemic. Economists often talk " about
Australia’s mineral wealth, but one of the greatest treasures, tts
richest heritage is Australian flora and fauna.

. Christmas in Australia is quite different from that of the
.Westem World because Australia is ‘the land down under’-and
when the British celebrate Christmas, Australians have hot
summier. That’s why sleigh rides and snowmen are impossible

whereas beach time and outdoor activities are quite common. -
Santa Claus arrives at Australian beaches on-a suriboatd - quite -

" a change from sliding down a chimney! And he often wears a
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* swimming suit-or funny baggy shorts. The het weather also
-affects the design-of thé Christrias tree. In Australia the tree is
‘often somestringy shrub. And instead of hofly and mistietoe the
Australians often’ use local plams — Chnstmas bush and-.
Christmasbell.”

On the one hand, l wouid like to visit thls extraordmary
country because 1 would like to visit Taronga Zoo, which .
features the animals you-can’t see anywhere in the world except -
Australia. Besides, I would like to see its most famous sights
such as the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Uluru. And of course |
want to swim in the ocean and 10 s¢e famous "Australian
beaches. On the other hand, P'm 2 bit scared of this j journey
beécause Australia haslots ofvenomous snakes and spiders, not
to mention ‘sharks ini the ocean: ‘What s more, the flight L
Allistralia is very torig and it can be rather tiring. But if 1 had an _
opportunity to visit Australla,»lrll deﬁmtcly chooseto g0,

1. Why are there ﬁve stars on the Natlonal Flag of Austraha"
2. Why were the Red Kangaroo and the Emu chosen for the
. Australian Coat of Arms?
3. Will ‘you go to Australia to. lcam Enshsh" Why" L
4.. What are the most popular sports in Australia? Why" '
5. What t‘amous Australians do you know" What are they'
famous for? : L

U o -_nm-r.-o’euss e

Taskl I L

You have been an - tour 4o Great Brltam You hve 4 lmm's be-

fore leaving for the airport. Discuss with your friend how to

spend this time and choose one phceyou would both er to go :
t0; You can choose from: -

* 3 shopping centre -

acalé

. a museumt

a park:
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" ‘So-we -have: 4 hoursbefom leavmgforthe axrptm What

shall we do?* =
. “Well, 4hoursﬁsquttca]ong period ommc Whydon t we

£0 shopprum'_’ We could buy some more gifts for our friends and
relatives. 1 usually bring home lots of small souvenirs that
remiind me of the journey. Besides; it’s a good way torelax.”
_ ‘Oh, no! I hate shopping. The shops are usually crowded

and 1 am tired of too many people around me. In addition, it’ s
- very difficult for me to choose presents.’ _

‘Well, what about going to a café? 'm at-‘ra:d we can get
hungry before the flight. Cafés are usually beautifully decomted '
so-we could take some more pictures.” _

- *Do you'suggest spending 4 hours in a caf¢? ] thmkwc’}l get
bored if we spend this time in one place.”

*‘Why? We could have delicious English-tea thcn: and try
new foods. And we can speak with' Engllsh people and pracuce
ourianguage.’ .

‘I’m afraid 1 don’t have cnough money for a café. To bc :
honest, [ didn’¢ plan spendmg any more money. I'd rather see

-more of the city than sit in a stuffy café.”

‘So what do you suggest?””

‘Let’s go to the British Museum. It’s one of the biggest
museums in Great Britain and it’s free of charge. I think we

. shouldn’t miss the opportunity of se¢ing the exhibits which are
famous all over the world. Besides, there is a café ms1de and if
you are hungry, youcan have a snack.” '

“Idon’t think it’sagood idea because we won t have cnough
time to see the whole museum. And it’s a bit boring just to ook
around. I am not fond of visiting museums though I must achmt' N
that the British Museum is worth visiting.’

© *Oh, I agree with you and [ want to see its famous library.
But you are right that we won’t have enough time for
everything. Why not g fora walk ta the park then?” - o

“To the park? It sounds tempting! It’s 50 nice to be i in the

~open air for a change. We have already visited so many

* museums! And where can we go?’

" “We can go to Hyde Park, which is not far from our hotel
Have you been there before'?’
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‘No, I haven’t been to any park in Great Britain yet. I think
it would be interesting to know what they are like here.’

*Of course it would. Mereover, Hyde Park is famous for its
Speakers’ Corner and if we are lucky, we can see someone
making a speech there.’

“That’s fantastic! Anyway, we may enjoy the sunny weather
and have a nice time there.’

‘Pm with you there! And we can take beautiful photos and
show them to our families and friends. But what if the weather
changes for the worse? You know, English weather is so
unpredictable!”

‘Never mind, we’ll take our umbrellas. So what shall we
decide on?’

‘I think that Hyde Park is the best way of spending our time.
Anyway, let’s hope for the best.’

‘OK. Let’s hurry, then.’

Task 2

You and your friend are going to make a project for your English
class. You want your project to be interesting and exciting. Dis-
cuss the following options and choose the one you would both like
to write about:

® the Grand Canyon

* Loch Ness

e Stonehenge
L]

Uluru -

‘We have to make a project for our English class. Have you
got any ideas what to write about?’

‘We may write about the Grand Canyon in Arizona, which
is one of the true natural wonders of the world. It makes up most
of the Grand Canyon National Park and millions of tourists
visit it every year.’

‘But what is it famous for" We must make our project
interesting and exciting.’

‘First of all, the Grand Canyon is very long and deep. It is
so deep that the top and the bottom of the canyon have very
different weather and vegetation. In fact, going from the top to
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the bottom is somewhat: hkc going from Cana:ta to Mexico. We
could find photos of diﬁ'erent plams and make a project onits
vegetation.’ :

"< don’t think it’s excmng Our classma!es may get’ borcd ,

. listening to the story about dlfferent plants. We need somethmg
extraordinary!’
‘Well, there are signs that people lived in the Grand Canyon
* 4,000 years ago. We could write about these ancient people,”
“I'm afraid we won’t be able to find any interesting material
‘about thése people. Why don’t we writ¢-about Loch Ness? It is
one of the lakes in Scotland, where some people think a large
monster lives. Besides, the lake itself is very. beautlful I\rlsntcd
it last year and I have wonderful pictures of it.” = -
‘Do you believe in monsters? [ don’t think this monstcr is
real. In my opiriion, the British peoplc talk about |t s0 ‘much just
to make tourists buy their souvenirs.’
“Who knows? The first recorded-sighting of Nessre was in
the sixth century. But despité scientific expeditions, undérwater
exploratlon and lmlhons of tounst photographs the monster
has resisted all attempts t0 prove or disprove * her existence.
We hiave a real opportunity to make our own investigation.”
‘It’s not a bad idea but T don’t think we’ll find somcthmg K
new and interesting because we may rely only on the
information from the Internet and they usually publish -old
photos and old stories. And what about Stonehenge? It js also
one of the most famous and mysterious archaeological sites of
Great Britain but unlike the Loch Ness monster, it’s reat.’ '
‘Stonehenge? Butit’sonlya. group of huge stom What can -
be interesting there?’ -
) ‘You see, these huge stones were transported fmm Wales

- and set.up in a circle on Salisbury Plain. One of the mysteries is .
how it was ever built with the technology of that time. Another
is its purposé, It appears to function as a kind of astronofnical
*clock and we know it was used by the Druids for ceremonies
marking the passing of the seasons. I'm sure we can find lots of
interesting informatian about it on the Internet.’ '

‘Of course we can find lots of information about
._Stonehengc because the British speak too much about it. f even
have a picture of Stonehenge on my computer desktop. I think:
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all ouf classmates know: about Stonehenge so thcy might get -
bored with our project. Besides, there was a project on

Stonehenge last yeae, wasn't there?”- )
"~ “Yes, you aré right! We mm\mteabmismnetlnnsthat

nobody has heard of. By the way, have your heard of Uluru?”

‘Uluru? What is it?

‘It is one of the most recogruzable Austrahan icons. Uluru
is notable for changing colour as the different light strikes it at
different times of the day and year. The most remarkable sight
is at sunset when it briefly glows red. What is more, during wet
periods the rock acquires a sifvery-grey colour, with streaks of

black algae forming on the areas that serve agchannels forwater -

flow. I have lots of beautiful pictitresof Eluru and there are lots
of articles about the structure of this monolith.” -~
' ‘Is there any mystery associated with this place” A

‘Of-course there is. The results of the Jatest studies show that -
Uluru has long been a sacred site for Abongmal people because
they believe that it is hollow and there is an energy source there
| think everybody will be interested to learn about t_lus place

- “So, which do you thmk we should choose?’

“Ifyoudon’t mind, let’s write about Uluru because l'm surc
that ourclaasmates know nothing about it.”.

‘I agree with you. It will be interestmg to learn about thls
mystenous place.’ - )
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CUNITS L
ENVIRONMENT“—; :

TALKS

' whypeople keep amimalsaspess
b Wllﬁwletoﬂpﬂcadmakaspﬂs .
'MMM“MW

_Pcople have always nccded animals for tasks that requn'e-
 strength and speed. And even now we still depend on animals
for food and clothing. Besides, a lot of animals are used for
_medlcal research. In addmon, wild animals provide mcmtton
in the form of hunting, bird watching, and visits to z00s and
wildlife reserves. Moreaver, people also ﬁnd a source of
‘pleasure and spiritual strength in the animal life. - _
. Nowadays a lot of people keep pets at home because pcts

are the best companions. People keep pets for pleasure rather
“than utility. Domesticated animals such as dogs, cats, hamsters
and guinea pigs make good pets because they have been bred for
thousands of years to coexist with humans. For example; if
people live without children, they usually have a cat or adog to
take care of, Also, children like to play with their pets when they
- arealone. Besides, some people keep cats at home, because cats
- are believed to have healing power. Disabled people often keep
specially trained dogs as pets, which serve asthe hands, ears and
eyes of their owners. =

Some people keep exotic pets like snakes, lizards or wlld

cats. Of course, exotic pets are fascinating and beautiful to

watch. However, very often people keep exotic pets only in

order to look extraordinary. They regard them as a status

symbol. But captivity is not natural for wild animals, It is a -
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constant stress to them, so they may become very aggressive as
they get older. Besides, wild animals need to be examined by a vet
with special knowledge and training in wildlife medicine. That’s
why I believe it’s not desirable to keep exotic animals as pets.

Unfortunately, unmanaged commercial exploitation has
driven some species of wild animals to the edge of extinction.
For example, 143 elephants are slaughtered in Africa every day
to get ivory. At this rate, they’ll be wiped out in 25 years. What
can we do to help animals survive? First of all, environmental
organisations must analyse the consequences of humans’
actions. Besides, people should create nature reserves for wild
animals and birds. And of course, we must take care of those
animals that are around us. There are a lot of abandoned
animals in cities and towns, because their owners got rid of
them. We must build and run animal shelters where neglected
animals can find safety, food and veterinary care.

To sum up, I can say that for centuries animals have been
our friends and companions, and we must do our best to ensure
that this coexistence will continue in the future.

Questions |

1. Do you like animals?

2. Have you got a pet? Where did you get it from?

3. Do you take your pet with you when you go somewhere on
holidays?

Would you like to keep a pet/an exotic pet? Why?

Do you think people should keep animals in zoos? Why?
Do you know any animal which is on the edge of extinction?
How can people help animals?

Task 2

Give a talk on environment.

Remember to discuss:

why our environment is in danger

what is the most urgent ecological problem, why
whether it is important to save our environment, why
how young teenagers can help our environment

S

e o o @

I think that our environment is in a sorry state today
because people have destroyed it by building huge cities and
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power stations, developing industries, cutting down trees and
excavating mountains. In pursuit of new inventions and
discoveries, as well as higher and higher profits, man has
forgotten about nature and it has led him to the edge of
ecological catastrophe. I can’t help mentioning such burning
environmental issues as pollution in its many forms, acid rains
and greenhouse effect, the destruction of tropical forests and
wildlife, overpopulation and shortage of natural resources. The
list of serious ecological problems could be continued.

In my opinion, the most urgent ecological problem today is
the environmental safety of nuclear power stations. Nuclear
pollution can’t be seen but its effects can be terrible. We all
know how tragic the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster
are. In addition, nuclear waste also endangers people’s lives.
People all over the world protest against nuclear tests and
nuclear weapons because in case of nuclear war our planet will
be completely destroyed. If we do not take any action now, the
possibility of a global nuclear disaster will be very real.

If people want to survive, they must do their best to solve
these problems. We understand that our environment is not just
our home town but the whole earth. And we must protect it for
the sake of our children and grandchildren. But the protection
of the environment requires the cooperation of all nations. [fwe
take action now, there might be some hope for the future. If we
do nothing, we are heading for disaster!

There are a lot of environmental organisations such as
Greenpeace or The World Wildlife Fund (WWF), whose main
goal is to help our environment. Teens may join these
organisations as well as Friends of the Earth Trust, which is an
educational charity set up to help people of all ages become
aware of the threats to our environment. However, there are a
lot of simple things we should all do to help our environment.
First of all, we must keep our cities and towns clean. That
means, we mustn’t drop litter in public places. If we see litter on
the ground, we must put it into a litter bin. And of course we
mustn’t draw or paint on pavements, walls or trees. Besides, we
can help to plant trees, clean rivers and canals and create
footpaths. But first of all, we must change our attitude towards
the environment.
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What is the mﬂuence of pollunon on pcople s l'n‘:altl'l‘l "
What is happening to our forests? . ;
What is happening to the ozone layer?

How can we help animals survive?

Was life better a hundred years ago? Why do you think so?
What ecological problems exist in your home place?

What can you personally do to help our ecology? -

N Y

nmosuss :
Task 1

Your classmate Ann is havmg a blrthday party next Saturday )
and she has always wanted to have a pet. You and your friend -
are discussing what pet you could give her as a birthday present.
Discuss the following OptIOI'lS and choose the ome you both lllr.e L
most of all: _ o
* apuppy ' . o 2 go_ldﬁsh
¢ akitten ‘s aparrot’

‘Do you remember that Ann is having a birthday party? She
has always wanted to have a pet. [ think it’s a good idea to glve .
her a pet as a birthday present, isn’t it?: :

“Of course it is. Buf what pet shall we buy? Any 1deas‘?’ At

‘I think we could buy a puppy. Dogs are good friends and
they are very clever. She’ll never fecl lonely with her new fnend.
And if we buy a sheepdog, it will always guard her.’ T

"~ “I don’t think it’s a good idea. First of all, Ann’ sﬂat lstoo

small for a big dog Besides, she’ll kave to take her for a walk in
. the morning and in the evening. Ann lives far from schiool so
she’ll have to get up very early not to be late for classes. What's -
more, we don’t know what kind ofdogsshehkes What if she
doesn’t like our present? - '

“Well, I can agree with you. Then we’d better give. hcr a
kitteir. Small kittens are really lovely and- furmy and:they are
very amusing to play with. She’ll never feel bored! In: addition,
she won't have to take it for a walk. What do-you think of it? -

‘But she’lt have to clean the litter tray after herkitien several -
times a day! And there is usvally an awful smell in the flat!”
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‘Not at all! Nowadays there are lots of daﬂbrent cat-box -
filler products, which are easy to change and there’s usually
absolutely no smell. Besides, there is also ots of special food for

[P R - SRR

kittens, for example, Whiskas so it will be really easy for her to

take care of her pet.’

“You are right but cats. can be very wicked. They are
belicved to be witches in disguise, Besides, her mother is allergic
_ to animals’ hair so we can buy neither a puppy not a

kitten. Whatcanwebuy then?”’

‘Why don’t we give her a goldfish ina special aquanum" It's

easy to take care of it, there is lots of special fish food and the

" aquarium in the room looks very beautiful. She‘could buy some

more different fishes and she'll have a pleoe of undemater
-‘world in her room.’

‘As forme, I.don’t like ﬁsh l’d rather not call them pets. In

my opiniot, it’s very boring to have a goldfish as a pet: youcan’t

play or talk with your pet. Besides, she’ll have to change water - )

- in the aquarium and it’s very difficult. If she does it in &wrong -

way, her fish may die and she’ll be very upset. What about a
- parrot? They are very beautiful and fascinating 1o waich,
Besides, shie could teach her pet to speak and it wnll be vcry
funny.’
~ “Really? Great idea! We could also buy a beautlﬁll cm Tor
her pet so that she could put’it on her table. And 1 know that

there is a lot of Specml food for bmds so it won't be dlﬁicult for

her to take care of it.’

“What is more, she won "t have to take it for a walk and thcte '

is usually no smell from patrots.’
.. ‘I completely agree with you. Let s give her a pamt as a
birthday prcsent 'm sure she I} hke lt.' o

Task 2

Youandyourfnendaredtscusmngtheecologlulsituﬂonhyour
- city. Discuss the follomng ecologlca! problems and choose the
o airpollation - e rubbish

. w:ﬁerpolutlmt '. ‘.. noise

‘What’s your opnmon about thc ecologlca] situation in our
clty"’ . .
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*I. don’t th‘mk tlut itis awful bmofeourse there are some
problems.” - -

‘I can’t agree wlth you. In myomrnon, ourclty mnason-y
state. And the most-important problem is air pollution. Every

day & huge number of plants and factories emit lofs of harmfsl

substances into the atmosphere of our city so the concentration.
of harmful substances in the air is over ten times the admissibie
level. Besides, a great increase in the use of private cars has
caused an increase in a new kind of air pollution. The most
dangerous pollutant from cars is lead. Even small amounts of it
can affect the brain and nervous system of people. What is
more, breathing poisonous air may lead to senous Iung diseascs
Do you agree with me?’

‘Absolutely! However, we can do somcthmg to dccrease thc
level of harmful substances in the air. For example, carowners -
should. install . special filtérs on . their cars, besides the -
government should move all plants and facteties outside the
city. And of course we should plant more parks because trees
produce oxygen and ciean the air. In my opnuon watcr
pollution rsafarmorcsenomproblem S '

‘Why do you think so?’ - '

“First of all, industrial pollution has-made thc water in oar
river completely undrinkable and thousands of ﬁsh die every -
yearas a result of the illegai dumping of waste into our river by -
factones and plants. If thts trend’ oomnucs one day we won t .
too much waterso in. the futurc we won ’t have enough fmsh :
water for everybody.”

" *I don’t think that’ the situation is so cntlcat becauSe we
haw tots of wat;r undc:ground ‘We can also: improve the
quallty of water in our river by mstalhng different purifying
systems. What is more, we can wcychram water and use. it. to
water plants or for washing.” =

‘Yes, Iagree with you. The bulldmg of new !avater facllmes
is now less important than using what. we .already - have
efficiently and wisely. And what about rubbish? Don't you
think that our city is slowly turning into-a big landfill site? There
is loads of litter everywhere. People throw it on the gmnnd
instead of putting it into a litter bm
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- *] can see what you mean but the reason is that there aren’t’
- enough litter bins in public places If there were more litter bins,
our city would be much cleaner.” .-

‘But the rain problem js that we’re prodhcmg a huge
amount of rubbish each year — millions and millions of tonnes
of it. And the existing landfill sites-are nearly full. Where are we
going to put all our rubbish in the future? Finding new sites isn’t

- easy. ’'m afraid that soon we won’t have enough landfill sites to
dispose of our rubbish.” . _

‘I'm with you there ‘Of course we’ve all got - lo try and
reduce the amount of rubbish we throw away. We can do thatby -
buying unpackaged goods, like fruit and vegelables, rather than -

goods which are wrapped and packaged in plastic. Besides, we -

shouldn’t dump our rubbish without thinking which things,

such as bottles and paper, can be recycled. But what about noise?’
“You can’t be serious! Is it an ecological problem?* * -

" “Of course it is. Although noise is not a chemical and cannot

" be seen like a broken car, it is-a kind of pollution. Noise is all

around s, wherever we live, and we do not notice it most ofthe

time because we’ve got used to it. Yet excessive noise can lead .

to serious psychi¢ disorders. And don’t forget about people
living near the airport. They suffer from the noise of large and
powerful jet airliners taking off and landing.”

‘Pve never thought that noise can be-a real problcm _

- “Yes, it’s a serious problem because ioud nome can make

~ people ifl. People who are exposed to loud noises all the time

- become very nervous and upsct Moreover, thcy run a risk of
going deaf.” -

“That’s terrible. But I think that other peoplc inour c1ty are
also exposed to loud noise, for example, noise from cars, buses
or trains. Besides, when people listen to loud music they may
disturb their neighbours. And the power of our music centrés is

growing all the time. Of course, we don t pay attention to it but
- the effects can'be dangerous.” .
.. ‘I completely agree with you. We can install different air
ﬁlters and water treatiient facilities or recycle rubbish but we
don’t know how te fight agai’nst the growing noise around us.
That’s why 1-think that noise pollutlon is the most serious
environmental problem in our city.’
- “You are absolutely right! To sum up, wc’ve choscn Roise as
' the most serious ecologlcal problem forour caty. -

42



T uwme. SRRR
FAMILY AND FAMILY RELATIONS

TALKS |
Task 1
Gweatalkonhmﬂymdfanilyvalm
Remember to discuss: -
* whltfanﬁlyvahesammosﬁmpmﬁntforahamﬁmﬂy why
: wheﬂletitisimportanttohmagoodl‘amﬂywhy

w»
¢ your family members and your relationship R
T . whnthnusﬂlolddutieschlldmnsbuldm why .

A famlly is an esscnt;al pan of our soc:ety ancl 3 thmk
everyone wants to have a happy family, Firstly, I believe that a
happy family should have things sharing together lll:er dreams
and hopes, not only possessions. I think it’s great. Seooudly a
happy family is a place where respect dwells, a.place where all
members can enjoy the dlgmtyof their own personalities. Butin
my .opinion, love and trust are. more important for a happy
family than any other vaiues, because without love happiness is
impossible. If you love each other, then all obstacles will be -

“overcorne, and all gentle words will be found, and tlus cruel
world will turn to you with akind smile. = -

I think that having a good family is very mportam m ourhfe '
because it is like.a- friendly port for us when the waves of life -
become too wild. We need a family for comfort and protection.
For example, when 1 have some problems, my family always
take my word against anybody else’s. And P'm suge | canalways
rely on their help. Besides, I think that it’s Iovely to have the
family round you and to know they are mterested in you You
will never feel lonely.

- There are four of us in my farnd)- my parqnts, my brother
and me. My father is 2 managing director. He is very cleverand
I respect him-very much. Unfortunately; he is-always veéry busy
and has little time to spend with his family."My motherisa very
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friendly and likeable person but sometimes she ean be quite
critical of people. My brother is a student. We don’t have any
secrets from each other and we get on very weil. We are both
fond of sports and often spend our free time - playing sports -
games. My grandparents are retired and live in their country -

house, They are fond of gardening and I often visit them and
help my Granny about the garden 5o I’ve got nice relatlonshnp
with my grandparents. :

-1 betieve that children should be given as much
responsibility about the house as possible. [ don’t think that
parents should do everything for them especially if they cando
- certain things by themselves. It’s very good for a child to leam
to be able to take care:of himself and his possessions from the
- very early age. Besides, I'm sure that everybody in the family

should do their fair share, including children. They cai dosuch . -

“household chones as cleaning, taking out rubbish, watenng the
-, flowers and everyday shopping. _
My brether and 1 try to help my mother to do the chores
1 do most of the washing up, tidy my room and make my bed.
1 often go shopping. My brother is responsible for cieaning and
repairing things and he somefimes cooks. In.a loving family
every person ought to do the chores. That is the way [ see it.

Questions

‘Do you live in a nuclear or in a extended family? -~
" Would you like to live with your grandparents" Why‘?
Wha is the top dog in your family? Why? -
Who runs the house in your family?
. Do your parents teach you anything? -
Do your velanves help you to solve your problems‘?

Task 2

Givea talk oh fami!y relations.
Remember to discuss: -
. whnfanilyrelaﬂmmbebementhemenmersdthe fanuiy
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Families come in all shapes and sizes nowadays. At.present
more and more families are. divorced and then their parents
remarry. That’s why more children have step-brothers, step-
sisters, half-brothers and haif-sisters. No wonder that there can
be some problems in the family relations. Memibers of many

families suffer from misunderstanding because there is a great -

difference in their tastes and opinions; Besides, children don’t -
like it when there is too much contiol from their parents
because they want to solve their problems independently. On
the other hand, if the members-of the family love cach other
“there can be no or little argument and the family tives happily.
- .. ‘Some families have only one child nowadays and others.
have two, three or even more childrén. In my-opinion, both
kinds of ﬁmnlws have some advantages and disadvantages. On
~ the one hand, if you are an only child ina family, youdon’thave . .
to share your room with anybody else. Besides, your parents
- give all their love and care only to you. On the other hand, if you
have a brother or a sister, you-have someone to play with or to
talk to, and you’li never feel bored. What is more, if yougetinto
trouble, yop have someone to help you or give some advice. As

forme, 'man only child in my family, but I think that havinga |

‘brothcr or a sister is an amazing feeling, because you knowthat
you won’t be lonely in any case and you have somcone to sham .
your thoughts and feelings. :

There are .a lot of . problems and conﬂlcts that appeat :
between teenagers and their parents because they don't

understand each other. Generation gap wiil always exist not™

only because tecnagers and their parents enjoy. listening to
different kinds of music. A lot of things are.different: tastes, -
manners, behaviour and the stuff like that. Some parentsdon’t
want to. understand modem views, ideals and system of values
s0 teens até afiaid to tell them about their private life. Another -
reason for the gencration gap, in. my opinion, is that parents
want their children to be clever and learn harder. They are
always nagging when-their children do_ badly at school. They
make teens do their homework, though sometimes it is
unnecessary. Parents don’t want to.understand that there can
be more important .things than good marks in the school- |
leaving certificate. 1 believe it is necessary to bridge the

generation gap and the only way to do it is for parents and
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children to speak frankly to cach other and try m come to an
agreement. - -

As for me, although l’m an only child ! don‘t feel lonely
‘because my parents always love and take care'of me. What is
more, we often discuss my problems- together. Of course,
- sometimes 1 have arguments with my family but despite all our
disagreements we always help each other. Everyone in my
family is my best fnend and I Iove my family very much.

Questions _|
Why are family relations so important for us?
How many children would you like to have in the future"
Why? .
Do you =have any pmblcms in yo_ur family? Why?. _
- Do yourrelatives help you to solve your problems?
Do you. always foltow your pamnts advice? Why"

o

o 'DIALOGU ES
_ Task 1 .
.. You and your slster are thmkmg of what to buy as a present for
your mother’s birthday. Discuss the -following optmns and
_ choosctheoneyonbothhkemstofal]

* avase o abox of chocolates
¢ flowers : o aself-made pie

‘Do you remember that next Sunday is our Mum’s birth-
day? What present can we buy for her? Have you decided yet?’.

“Well, I'm not quite sure. What about a vase? 1saw a very
beautiful one in the shop the other day. 1 think she will be very
glad, because she has broken her favourite vase. Bes:des, she
likes practical presents-and it can-always be useful” -
~ *I'm afraid you forgot that Dad gave her a very beautiful
vase on Women’s Day. We have lots of vases at home. In addi-
tion, Mum doesn’t like cut flowérs, she prefers them in pots.”

‘OK Let’s buy her a flower then. Mum likes to take care of
them s0 we can buy a flower in a-beautiful pot. They are lovely
. and we can choose the one she will really enjoy.’

“You ‘know," it’s ‘very difficult to' find nice flowers at
reasonable prices. Pm afraid we don’t have enough money to
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buy 2 really beautufu} ﬂower Bcs:des she has lots, of ﬂowers at
home and one more won’t make any dlﬂ‘.'erence  Why don’twe -
buy her a box of chocolates? They are nat very expensive and
-they -are- delicious. And in the evcnmg we'll have tea with
chocolates. ’'m sure she’ll like them.” . .

- “} don’t think so. She doesn’t have a sweet tooth. And you -
are too selfish! To buy a present so as to eat it in the _c_vemng"
No, it's quite an ordinary present. We should give hcr
somethmg special, something that she’ll remember forever.”

‘What do you suggest?”
_ ‘P’ve got-an idea! Why don’t we bake an apple pie for her!
She is fond of home-made pies and this one is her favourite!”
‘Bake a pie? Not a bad idea! But I’'m not sure of the résults,-
Asfor me, l’m not good at wokmg Besldes, we : have no applcs _
athome.”
‘Well,. I know how to make 1t l’ll cook tt and you"ll buy
apples and then wash the dishes.’
~*Altright. It w:l! be nice to havc acup of tca wnth a pleoc of
home-made pie.’
~ ‘I’m with you there, but it's not the plc ‘that counts. Mum
will be proud of our abilities. It’s easy to buy chooolates or
-flowers. It’s much more difficult to makc & pie. I’ m sune shc’ll
bc very glad.”
s | completcly agree w;th youl lt i be the best presem for our _
Mum

- Task 2

. Youand your mothcr are thinking of redecoraﬂng your kltchen
Which style is the best for your family? Discuss the féllomng_' _
options and choose the one you both like most of all: _
o -classical - . e Mitech .

‘M um, havc you dccnded what style tn choose for our ncw
kltcht:n"’ _
‘Oh no! It’s too dlff cult for me to choose" Perhaps, you
.could help me. What style would you prefer for our kitchen?’
 ‘As for me, I would prefer something new and progressive,
.for example,. the avant-garde style. It’s. in fashion pow. Just
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imagine our kitchen in bright colours and with extraordinary
furniture. You’ll definitely feel quite a different person in there.
What do you think of it?’

‘No way! It’s too unusual and it looks unnatural. And think
of your grandparents! I'm afraid they will never get used to it.
Besides, we usually gather round the kitchen table in the
evening and have a nice talk but this style doesn’t suit for family
gatherings, does it?’

‘In a way, you are right. But what about a hi-tech style? We
would have a modern kitchen with all possible electrical
appliances. What do you think of buying a microwave oven, a
dishwasher and an electric cooker? You'll have more free time.
Besides, it’ll be easy to keep it clean. And such kitchen will look
up-to-date. Do you agree with me?’

‘It’s not a bad idea. Of course we’ll buy a microwave oven
and a dishwasher but 1 think that redecorating in a hi-tech style
will be rather expensive. Besides, it may look like an office. I'd
rather have a cosy kitchen that will suit all the family. Why don’t
we redecorate it in a classical style? Our father likes this style
because it’s very practical. And it won’t be very expensive.
Besides, all our friends have kitchens made in a classical style.
What'’s your opinion?’ '

“I think it’s boring to have a classical kitchen. We have
already had it for five years and I'm sure that all our family
members want to change it, In addition, I’d rather have a
kitchen that differs from those of our friends.’

‘Perhaps, I can agree with you. And what do you think of
the country style?’

‘The country style? It’s possible. This style is very rare
nowadays and our kitchen will look rather unusual. Anyway, it
will remind us of our holidays in the village.’

‘Oh yes! You'll feel as if you were in our country ‘house.
Besides, it won’t be difficult to match all things.’

‘But won’t it be too expensive for us?’

‘Not at all! I know a good shop that sells country furniture

_at very reasonable prices. Our new kitchen will be very cosy. So
what shall we choose?’

‘[ think the country style will be the best for us. I’'m sure that
all the family will like it.”

‘I totally agree with you!”
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UNIT 7 :
HOLIDAYS AND TRADITIONS

TALKS
Task 1

Give a talk on holidays and celebrations.

Remember to discuss:

what occasions people usually celebrate, why

whether you enjoy holidays and why

what is your favourite holiday, why

what Russian holiday makes you especially proud of, why

® & o @

People all over the world celebrate different holidays such
as New Year’s Day, Christmas or Easter because these
celebrations are a part of their culture and people try to preserve
these traditions. Besides, they usually celebrated holidays
connected with the history of their country, for example
Thanksgiving Day in the USA or Guy Fawkes’ Night in Great
Britain. Apart from this, some people celebrate such special
occasions as graduation, getting a job or retirement because
these are memorable-events in their life. And of course most
people celebrate such family events as birthdays or weddings
because they want to please their relatives and to keep up family
traditions.

Personally, 1 enjoy celebrating holidays. For me, a holiday
is not just a day off but a special occasion and 1 usually prepare
for it beforehand. First of all, I think that holidays are an
important way to keep up our traditions. Besides, it’s a good
chance to bring the family together and to meet all your friends
and relatives. What is more, | like this perfect atmosphere
behind celebrations when my Mum cooks a festive dinner and
people give and receive presents.

My favourite holiday is of course New Year because |
always get a lot of presents. Besides, I like the atmosphere of this
holiday as there is a great air of expectation. Traditionally, on
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“the thirty-first of December we decorate a-fir-trée and put
~ presents under it; I also enjoy the Tamily aeal, which is a central
- part of our celebration. When the Kremiin clock strikes twelve,
we wish each.other ‘Happy New Year’ and then we go forawatk

and let off fireworks. It’s a great time of the year.

The holiday that makes me especially proud is Victory Day
It commemorates the victory of our country in World War II.
On this day we usually put flowers at the tomb of the Unknown
Soldier and honour the memory of my grandfather who died in
this war. |1 am especially impressed by the . ceremony when
people atl over the country keep silence for a minute-in honour
of those who died to defend our Motherland. L.think it’s one of

. the most important traditions in:our country and we must keep it

- up to remind our children of the terrible consequences of wars.
Quesﬁms e '
What hohdays are celebrated in Russia?

.. Do you celebrate traditional Russian holldays‘? Why"
“What is the most popular-. hohday in Russia?

* 'What professionat holidays in Russia do you know" .

. Would you prefer to celebrate holidays with your fnends or

© with your relatives? Why? .
b, _Wh:ch forclgn holldays would you hke to celcbratc" Why‘?

Task 2

Give a talk on traditions.

Remeimber to discuss: '
. -whyitishnportanttokeepupdiﬂ'erentmditms
* whether old traditioms have survived in Rassia-
o what traditions ave kept in your family, why - - -

» whattmd!tionsmkemwpeciuﬂypmudofywrcmm,why-

Biadd il b

'What isa tradltgon‘? I think tradlttons ate a way of defining
who people are, that’s why it is very important that traditions do
survive in the country, Take Great Britain, for instance. Itis a
unique country because it Has a link with quite ancient
traditions. Traditional uniforms are stilt preserved in Great
- Britain. There are also a lot of traditional ceremonies such as
the Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace, Trooping
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the Colour, which is performed on the Queen’s official
birthday, or the Ceremony of the Keys, that takes place every
night at the Tower of London: Besides, traditions are an
essential part of - our culture because they join différent
generations together and pass down different beliefs, pracnccs
and customs from the past to the present.

Russia is.a country of great culture and lots of old tradltlons
have survived up to the presént day. For example, Russian
people traditionally mark the end of winter and the beginning of
spring by burning straw scarecrows of winter on bonfires and
eating pancakes with honey, caviar or sour-cream. This long-

_standing tradition is- still alive in many. places in Russia:
However, there are a lot of traditional holidays that are almost
forgotten nowadays. One of them is [van Cupala s Night. This
spring festival dates back to pagan times in. Russia and is
associated with the sun, water and fire. People jumped over tall
bonfires, which were the common symbols of the festival. They
also. bathcd in rivers and coliected herbs, which held magic
powers and prolected against dxﬂ'erent dlseases. It’s a prty that
this knowledge is lost now.

There are a lot of tradmons in my. farmly, for example
celebrating birthdays, holidays, and traditional ‘wedding
ceremonies. They help to keep the family together and they
make our life more interesting. The family meal is another
tradition that we try to keep up in our family. In my opinion,
family meals - refiect the country’s culture and traditions.
Besides, it’s a good chance for parents and children to talk. We
usually gather together in the evening and tell each other what
has happened during the day. And I always feel the love aml
suppon of my family. I think it’s very important. . .-

There are some Russian traditions that make mc cspeclally

pmudbecametheymnnmmdmkemfeelamﬂcm- o

different from other nationalities.. For.example, a guest in
Russia is atways welcomied with the symbol of life-giving food

bread and salt.. Another tradition that makes me fecl proud-is
Russian wedding ceremony; which is quite different fromwhat -
people-are used to in different countries. For example, only in
Russia the groom has to pay a ransom.so as-to get the bride.

Ewmlsplayedoutasammmmmm mostty-:. |

competmg in the sense of humour.
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What tradmons are commcm for aﬂ com;lmes?

- Do yaur friends follow old Russian traditions? Why? -
What everyday Russian traditions do you know?

Have you got any traditions in your school?

Would you ,lllce to have more tradltlons in your Ill‘e‘-’ ’Why‘?

R e

E _ DIAI.OGUES
_ ‘l'ask 1. : _
~ Youdnd yourfnend are gomgtostayin Mosmfortwekon

" holidays. You are discussing séveral accommodation possiblh-
nes. You have to decide on ome of then: -

suyhgwﬁhywm e renttngamou :
. staylngatam S stayingatamp

‘So next weekweamgomg 0 Moscow, arentwe" Havc
" you decided where to stay yet?

" “Not yet but we have lots of possibilities. For. ex&mple we
can stay with my relatives, They are véry friendly people and-
they know Moscow very well. So they could recommend us the -
most interesting places to visit. Besides, we won’t haVe to pay '
_ _for our accommodation. What do you think of it?’ - -
“Notabad ideal But I won’t feel very comfortable 1_f we stay :
with your relatives. They are strangers to me and ['won’t feel at
- home. In addition, we won't be en our own in the evening and
at the weekend. Just imagine that we’ll have to talk to them all
the time and to do what they.want us to. It’s awfull I’d rather
stay at a hotel. The hotels in Moscow are very comfortable.’
" “But they are- very expensive! And we could:spend this
_ money on entertainment. Besides, it’s very difficult to book a
hotel accomrrwdatmn m Moscow in-summer. The hotels are
usually foll.” :

‘Well, you are nght Pcrhaps it will be possible to fi nd a
cheap hotelwhich is not very popular. You see, inthe hotel you
are absolutely free to- do whatever you feel like domg, for
example, to go toa fitness club orto a disco.” -

. ‘1 don’t think it wilt be possible. Besides, if tt's a cheap
hotel, it may have leaking taps and a TV set usually doesn’t
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work. We'd better rent a room. It will be cheaper than staying at
a hotel and it feels more like home. We could rent a room close
to the centre or at least to a metro station.’

‘I can’t agree with you. First of all, if a room is in the centre
or near a metro station, it will be also very expensive. In-
addition, if you rent a room, you will have to share a kitchen
and other amenities with several families. I hate that! More than
that, renting a room can be dangerous. You never know who
your hosts are!”

‘I agree with you, because 1t s difficult to find a good room
in Moscow. What about staying at a youth camp near the city?
I have found some good camps on the Internet. We can book
accommodation there in advance. I think it will be the chcapest
way to relax.’

‘I’mnot quite sure, because it will take us a long time to get
to the centre of Moscow and trains could be overcrowded.’

‘Nothing of the kind! Such camps usually provide their
guests with special buses, so we’ll easily get to the nearest metro
station. Besides, there are lots of interesting activities in the
camp: we can play volleyball and other sports games, go to the
swimming pool or to a disco and have fun in the evening.’

‘Great! We’ll be able to make a lot of new friends and we’ll
do whatever we like to. As to your relatives, we can phone them
and even pay them a visit.’

“Yes, this is the best solution for us! I am going to book our
accommodation right now.’

Task 2

You and your friend are thinking of how you could spend New
Year. Discuss the following options and choose the one you both
like most of all:

* with your parents at home o go for a walk

* at your friend’s house e go to the disco party

‘Hi! Have you decided how to celebrate our favourite
holiday?’

“You mean New Year’s Day, don’t you? Well, I think Ill
stay with my parents as usual. First of all, New Year is a family
holiday. Traditionally, on the thirty-first of December we
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decorate a fir-tree and put presents under it. The family meal is
a central ‘part of our celebration. When the Kremlin clock
strikes twelve, we wish each other ' Happy Néw: Year’ and give
each other presents. [ usuaily get lots of presents from my
relatives so I’m looking forward to this day. It’s a great time of -
the year! You can.come and celebrate with us if you like.’ .
‘Well, thank you, but I think it’s rather boring to celebrate
~ this holiday with parents. There’s not much to do except
watching TV and talking. Besides, your parents usually go to
bed rather early and won’t allow us to stay up all night. Why
don’t we have something different this year?’ .
~ “Perhaps you are right, But what do you suggest"’ :
 ‘Some of my friends are having a New Year party at home :
w_hy not join them? We are of the same age and have common
views on many.things so you can make a lot of new friends. I'm
sure we’ll have a lot of fun playing games and dancms
-‘And I’m not quite sure of it. Your friends may not like me
and | won’t feel at home.  And some of the guests can be
-unplcasant to me either, especially if they drink a lot. Finally, .
we'll hive 1o do lots of washmg up and clean the room in the
morning and | don’t feet like doing it on holiday.” )
" ‘Well, I can agree with you. What about going for-a walk
with our classmates? I know they are going to celebrate New °
Year in Red Square. It’s rather exotic! We’li-watch fireworks -
and listen to the concert. And thcn we can play snowballs and

 havealotoffun!” -

- “You are crazy! It’s freezing and it’s going 1o be rather cold
at night. And I’'m afraid we’ll get hungry.” . S
- “If we are hungry, we can go to a café and. have a snack i .

- ‘I’'m sure all cafés will be full that mght But.if you want to
g0 out, we carbuy tickets to a disco party.” :
‘A disco party? Great idea! There will be lots of young

“people and we camn make new friends. Be51dcs, l m fond of

dancing.”

~ ‘Soam I! And I think there will be 2 specmi concert

programme, too. So we will have a lot of fun. Besides, we won't

have to.care about food. Everythmg is included into t_he price.’
‘And-we won’t have to wash dishes and to clean the room

after the party! Wondcrrul' Let’s choose a dISCO party ] ii go

and buy nckets rlght now '
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- UNITB o
LEARNING FOREIGN LANGUAGES

| TAI-.KS |
Task 1 - '
Give a talk on leaming Eagiish
Remember to discuss:

.’ whetherit’seasyordiﬁcuktoleamEngﬁshwhy A

¢ ._whichismostimpoﬂut grammr,,mcahnh'y pronunciltion
why

. mtmmmmm@mmw

. .whatyoucnulddotnhlmwlhgﬁsh.

In my opmlon, Enghsh is casner to learn than many other
forelgn languages because its. grammaﬂs not vzry comphcated
Still, its a tricky. language to learn because English pronuncia- -
tion is very difficult. There are more exceptions:than rules and
you have to.Jook up words in the dictionary to check up their
pronunclatlon because you can’t rely.onrules: . .. . .

1 can’t say exactly which is most important in learmng a
language: grammar, vocabulary or: pronunciation. Of course
the mainthing in a language is its vocabulary: If you don’t know -
the words, you won’t be able to express your idea even if you
know lots of grammar rules. Some students think that being able
to communicate is.the most important thing in leaming a
janguage and they.do notcamt}mtthcymkemy mistakes in
speaking. However, grammar and. pronuneiation are of: great -
importance, too. if you mispronounce some. word, the- mcanmg'
can be different and people won’t be abie.to- undclstand you..
The same thing is with grammar. Of course ifyou omit ‘s’ at the
end of the verb, this wor’t make much difference, butif you mix
up verb tenses, people will misunderstand you. In my opinion; .
we should be concerned with. both: communicating. and
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accuracy. To sum up, I think that all these aspects are very
important for successful communication.

As for me, | enjoy learning English because it is a very
beautiful language. 1 like all activities but most of all I prefer
reading. It’s a very enjoyable activity because while reading you
can learn a lot of new things, for example, you can learn some
information about English-speaking countries. Besides, read-
ing is easier for me than speaking or listening because I don’t
have to concentrate and recollect the necessary words. If I don’t
know any word in the book, I can always look it up in the dic-
tionary. What is more, when I read English books, I learn lots of
new words and enlarge my vocabulary. We don’t have lots of
opportunities to communicate with native speakers or to listen
to an English speech so reading is the best way to stay in touch
with the language. Today we have an opportunity to find plenty
of interesting English websites and to enjoy this language.

There are a lot of useful learning strategies that can help us
improve our English such as reading English books, using a cas-
sette recorder or watching English films. But in my opinion, the
best way of learning a language is to practise a lot. Today we
have an opportunity to go to an English-speaking country and
talk to native speakers. In my opinion, it’s the best way to
enlarge my vocabulary, to improve -my grammar and pro-
nunciation and to train my speaking and listening skills. That’s
why I'd like to go to Great Britain and take a course at an Eng-
lish school.

Questons

1. Why do people in Russia learn English?

2. Does everyone need to learn English? Why?

3. What do you think is the best way of learning a foreign lan-
guage? Why? : :

Why do you learn English?

Is it difficult for you to learn English? Why?

Are you a good language learner? Why? _

Would you like to learn any other foreign language in addi-

tion to English? Why?/Why not?

el el I
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- Task 2

Gweatalkonluningforeiglhw

_Membertodlscms. e
_muhwwmmw

. Wﬁwﬂhhﬁuhhnubmmmﬂnmt,“

. 'whymlumElslsh

. mﬁumamammm why

I my opnmon, Ieannﬂg fomgn languages is extrcmely
beneficial. It’s not surprising because: Russia is now part of
“Europe and the whole world. Very little clear and detailed
communitation can occuf among people who don't have a
cominon language. Besides leaming foréign fanguages helps us’
to gain a better appreciation of our own language. { belicve that
knowledge of forcign languages helps to make a person
educated and well-rounded. And it.is not only the langiiage that
counts, but also the fact that it is a' way of getting to know
different cultures. You can’t broaden your mind if ycm see the
world only from the perspective of your own culture, -~

Some people think that it will be better to have only one
Ianguage on our- planet becamc in this case communication will
become ‘easier and there will be no need to learn foreign
languages. But in my opinion, having only one languagc isa
disaster because it will reduce the diversity of our planet, which
is the key to our, sumval 1 think we should try. our best_to

preserve all ianauages on our planet because a language. is the -
main part of people’s culture and without languages we wnll los&
our great cultural heritage. -
" As for me, | leatn English because it expands my honzons
and prepares me for a successful career, I you know, Enghsh -
you can get a better job, more money and. people will respect
you more. Besides, English attracts me . because it's the
language of business and computers.-English is also very useful -
when you travel abroad. When youn speak English to people,
they’re often a lot more friendly and helpful. More than that,
learning English isa good exercise for the intellect, though, of
course, it sauwkylanguageto lcarnbecausethercseemmbe
more exceptnons thanrules. -
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1 think I’m a good lahguage learner because I'm indepen-
dent, organized and active. § don’t expect to learn English just
by sitting in the classroom so | always look for opportunities to
develop my language outside the classroom, for example, | read -
English books and 1 use different educational programmes
-which I can find on the Intemnet. ] try to find out what works for
me and what doesn’t. Some students think that being able to
communicate is the most important in learning a language and
they do not care that they make many mistakes in speaking. As
for me, I’'m concerned with both communicating and accuracy.

1. Why do so many people learn Enghsh today?

- 2. Do you agree that languagc diversity is ‘the key to our sur-

vival’? Why?

How many languages do you thmk are cnough for the

~ world? Why? - .

.. Will English become a global language? Why"

.’ Do you like learning Engllsh or not? Why? . :
Would you like to leam any other forelgn language" Why"

SUE W

DIAI.OG’U ES
Task 1

Youand your friend are going to takea 1anguage coursein Lon- -
don. You would like to stay at the same place with yoar: friend.
-'.D:scuwﬂdﬂe mstedpmslbxhtxes and agrec on the one tlm _

‘It’s'a great idea to take a language course in London! But
whereare wegoing to stay" rd rather stayat thesame placewith
you? And you?’ - ’
- “‘So would L. ve got some a'ctatwes in ]_ondon S0 We could
stay with them. They are very friendly people and they know
London very well. So they could recommiend. us the most
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interesting plaoes to visit. Besides; we won't have to pay for our

. accontmodation. What do you think of t?*- - - :
- *Not abad ideat But Fwon’t feelwrymfoﬁableifwstay-
- with your relatives. They arc strangers to me and I won’t feel at
home. In addition, we won’t be on our own in the evening and
at the weekend. Just imagine that we’{l have to talk to them all
the time and to do what they want us to lt’s awful' Bythe way,
do they live near the school?’ :
- *Not really. In fact, we’ll have to go by bus or by
underground.’ - :

- ‘You see, it’s quite inconvenient lo waste so- much time
getting to and from school. As for me, I’d rather stay at a hotel
not far from our mhool. The hotels’ in London are very
comfortable.” -

. ‘Buttheyare very cxpenswe‘ I’ afraid my parcnts won’t bc '
. able to afford it. Besides, it’s very difficult to book a hotel ac-
commodation in London in summer. The hotels are usually full.”

‘Well, it’s a pity because in the hotel you are absolutely free
to do whatever you feel like doing, for example, £0 to the
cinema or to a disco. What about staying in a youth' hostel?
They are much cheaper, and we’lthave the same freédom astn
a hotel. What is more, we’ll be able to make lots of new friends
with foreign téenagers and practisé our Enghsh What s yaur :
opinion?”

- ‘To tell the truth, I don t like this idea. F‘mt of alf, youth
h_ostels are also expensive. Besides, they are usually far from the -
school so you'll have to get to school by public transport. In
addition, we’ll have to cook our meals ourselves and I hate
cooking. Moreover, it’s no use speaking English with.people
who don’t know it. Don't forget that students usuaily come to
England. to- learn English. We should practlse our. languagc
speakmg with native speakers.’ ,

““Well, perhaps, you.are nght What do you alsgeﬂ then"’

“Why don’t we stay with a host family? We could practise

our English talking with them in the evening and discussing
different things. Besides; it’s a good chance to get to know the,
Engllsh lifestyle as well as English customs and ‘traditions.’

- ‘Not a bad idea! Is it expensive?’ -

‘Not at ali. It’s the cheapest kind of accommodatm,
especially if we share a room '
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“But Pm:afraid that we wouldn’t have much chance tobeon -
our own and we would have to follow the famﬂy rules. Besndes
it could be a long way fronrschool.” :

I don’t think so. Students usually have enough fmdom in
the family, they even have their own keys, so we'll be able to
return horme whenever we like. And the school usually chooses
host families that live within a walking distance from school.
What is more, the family provides students with moming and -
evening meals. So it will be very convenient.’ '

“You’ve convinced me that this is the best way to stay in
London! It’s great that we won’t have to worry about our meals.
Besides; the family could recommend us what to see in London.
As for you relatlves, wc could phone them or even pay them a

visit.” - :
1 completely agree w:th you! Staying with 4 host farmly w1ll
be: the best chowc forus.’ -

Taskz -

Your English school IS conmdenng what tahuy to llelp smdents
with their English. Here are some of the things that have been
suggcsted Discuss alt of the suggested possibilities with' your
friend and choosetbe one that both ofyouﬁnd most useful: .

‘Our schoo! is gomg to buy some lhmgs to he]p us leam
English. What do you think will be the best thing to.buy?”
" *I’'m glad we’li have more- opportunities to improve our
- English. 1 think we should buy a cassette recorder. There is no
cassette recorderin our classroom and our teacher always has to
ask somebody to lend it to her when we have listening tagks in
our textbook. You know that listening skills are very important
in leamning languages. If yow can’t understand a person you are -
speaking to, you won’t be able to communicate, will you?’
‘1 completely agree with you that fistening is very
important. But we should buy things not only for our group.
I think it’Hl be better to buy something that wifl be useful forall -
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students of our school, forexample, video cassettes with films in
English. We’ve got TV sets in almost all classrooms so they can
be used in all groups. Besides, watching English films is a good
way to train our listening skills. Do you agree with me?’

‘Well, I can agree that watching English films is really
useful. But the problem is that we don’t have video players to
watch them. Besides, all films now are on DVDs. If we had
DVD players, it would be the best option for us but
unfortunately DVD players are rather expensive so we can’t
afford to have them in all classrooms. Why don’t we buy
dictionaries? We need them for our lessons and ours are very
old. The language is constantly changing, so we need modern
dictionaries for our English classes.’

‘It’s not a bad idea. Dictionaries are very useful. But good
dictionaries are rather expensive so we won’t be able to supply
all students with them. What is more, many of our students use
electronic dictionaries in their computers and mobile phones so
they don’t need printed dictionaries. That’s why I think we
shouldn’t buy them.’

‘I can see what you mean, What about buying different
books for reading? Reading English books is the best way to
enlarge our vocabulary and today there is a great choice of
books in the shops. Moreover, many of them go together with
audio cassettes so we’ll also be able to improve our listening
skills.’

‘Great idea! We could keep them in the library so all
students will be able to read them at home if they want. I hope
they aren’t very expensive.’

‘No, they aren’t. They are rather-cheap so we’ll be able to
buy quite a big number of different books.’

‘I completely agree with you. As for me, I enjoy reading
English books very much and 1 don’t have many of them at
home. So I’ll be very glad if we have books for reading in our
library.’

‘I hope everyone will enjoy them. So what’s our decision?’

‘Let’s choose books for reading. I’'m sure everybody will
approve of our choice.’



UNIT9
LEISURE ACTIVITIES

TALKS
Task 1 '

Give a talk on hobbies.

Remember to discuss:

why people have hobbies

what kinds of hobbies exist in the world

what hobbies are popular with teenagers, why
whether you've got any hobby, why/why not

A hobby is something you enjoy doing in your free time,
such as reading, listening to music, making something, growing,
collecting different things, etc. People have hobbies because it’s
a perfect way to spend their free time and not to feel bored. Be-
sides, hobbies are often educational as people enjoy learning new
things. For example, stamp collecting can tell you lots of differ-
ent things about the theme of your collection. What is more,
having a hobby is a good chance to find like-minded friends.

-Different people like doing different things, so we can say
that people have different hobbies. They can range from raising
fish in your fish tank to watching stars through a telescope. The
most popular of all hobbies is collecting different things: dolls,
postcards, coins and stamps. Of course collecting can cost you
a lot of money, especially if you buy old things. Some people
like doing somiiething as a hobby, for example, playing musical
instruments, drawing or building models, One of the. most po-
pular hobbies among Englishmen is gardening. In addition,
there are educational hobbies like travelling or reading. There
are plenty of other fascinating hobbies, some of which are rath-
er unusual such as solving puzzles, trainspotting, hitchhiking or
even shopping. We can say, ‘So many men, so many hobbies.’

Teens always invent new- hobbies and the most popular
hobby among teenagers nowadays is playing computer games,

- 62



especially playing with the [ntemet. 1t’s a very exciting hobby

because you can find lots of games on the Internet so evetyone -

can choose a gatnc¢ a¢cording:to: fheir tastes, What is more,
some of the games are really clever and train your loglca]
reasoning. Teens often compete in playing them. However, this
hobby can be really addictive and lots of teens spend a lot. of
time playing and neglect their duties, Teenagers are among the
biggest users of mobiles, that’s why another popular hobby
among teens is text messaging or ‘texting’. On the ane hand, -
text messaging helps teenagers to stay in touch. What is more, it
can bring introverted teens out of their shell, boost their
conﬁdencc and help them make friends. But for some teens,
‘texting’ can become a habit that affects their school work, their -
ability to sleep at night and how they mtemct with their fnends
face-to-face.

As for me, my hobby is collectmg pcns and pcnclls from
different countries. My grandma has given me some of my first

pens and pencils so 1've got some very old items in my -

coflection, 1 travel quite a tot so my. collection ‘is rather big.
I suppose I’ve got about 200 pens and: 150 pencils. Some people

- think it’s a weird hobby, but it’s just liké collécting anything
else. 1 get really great satisfaction when 1 add new items to my
collection. Besides, when I look at them, [ always imagine
pupils from different countries studying in their schools.
However, T don’t think that many of my pens and pencils are
valuable, none of them are pncclcss or anythmg hke that but
they ook great‘ : ; - .

Do all people have hobblcs‘? Why" ST L
What soirt of things do people usualty collcct‘? Why"

What are your parents’ hobbies? - - -

Can a hobby affect your future omupanon" How? :
Some people think that a hobby is a waste of tirae, Doyou '
agree with them? Why‘?

Task 2

Give a talk on leisure activities.
Remember to discuss: SR
.. how Ieisure activities have changed over the’ lasi years

P —
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.. mtum&em&ﬁehmﬁne.m
. mtmmmmwnm wly :

“Leisure activities have changed very much over the Jast
- years because technology has given us new opportunities. Inthe
past, the most popular way of spending your spare time was
-reading books, or watching TV, er going to the swimming podl.
Today we have lots of other possibilities to spend ofir free time
with pleasure. Water parks with their water shdes, wave
machines and man-made rivers have taken the place of
~ traditional swimming pools and computers have replaced books
and TV. However, these changes are not always positive. Inthe
past people used to spend their free time together: they played
different games or went together to the cinema or to the theatre.
. Today, modern teenagers would prefer tospend their free time
with computers rather than with their friends. .
Playing computer gamesis the maost popular leisure actmty .
among teenagers because | it’s an exciting and rather convenient
- way of spending free time, Teens can play computer gamesany -
time they like and they ¢an find lots of amazing games on the
~ Internet. Moreover, they like o discuss their success in games
<~ with their classmates and they: even have different game
‘competitions. However, there are lots of other leisure activities
that are popular among teenagers. For example, alot of teens go
in for different sports, especially extreme sports such as BMX,
in-line skating or snowboarding. First ofall, sport helpsthemto- -
keep fit. Besides, it allows them to find new friends who share
the same passion. And finally, sport gives them real pieasurc
and helps to escape from- everyday. problems, .. .-

I don’t think that tegnagers have .enough . leistire tnme
nowadays because they have to.study hard at school, They are
always busy doing homework: and._revising for exams. In
addition, teens usually have 10 help their parents with chores:
they clean their room, do the washmg up and sometimes go
shopping. What is more, some parents want their children to
leam music or to go to the swimming pool. That’s why
adolescents today are under a lot of pressure. We have no time
o relaxand #’s bad for our heaith.



As for me, 1 have almast no spare time, but when P'm alone -

I prefer reading because we have a large library at home with :

lots of fascinating books. Most of all I enjoy reading historical
riovels because. History is my favourite subject at school and |
think that every educated person should know it. I'm interested
to learn how people lived in the past and how they solved their
problems. - Sometimes it helps me in my life. I'm usually
captivated by exciting story lines so reading helps me to escape
from my school problems. It’s a very relaxing and enjoyable
leisure activity. For me it’s the best way to spend my free time
andnottofcelbomd C C

1. Would you prefer to spcnd your sparc tlmc alone or wrth '
friends? Why? . '
2. Are you a couch potato? Why? '
3. Do you think that parents worry too much about what thetr
children are doing when they are out? Why? -~ - -
4. Will some leisure activities disappear in the future? Why‘?
3. Wi]] people have more free time in the futum" Why" :

‘Task 3

,vaeatalkonshming _
Remember to discuss: . . - _
whypeoplem’tdowithautshopping o -
Wmnmmmmmw,w .

who does most of the shopping in your family and where .
Wmmmmwmﬁemma
buyhgﬂﬂngshthefum wwfwhynot ' o

Some people like shoppmg, others don’tbut thcy all havc to

go shopping at least once a week because they need food and

- other things for their life. However, there are people who are.

addicted to shopping. They are crazy about looking around and
choosing things. For them shopping is a hobby. = '

In my opinion, shopping is more popular with gxrls than

" with boys because they are concerned with clothes so they like

to choose fashionable things. Besides, they enjoy trying clothes

s e e ®
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on. Boys see it d:ﬂ‘erently and- some of them even hate
- shopping. They find it bormg to spend tlme in shops choosmg
~ the right thing, . :
- 'Qur family usually does the shoppmg on Saturdays or
-Sundays and we do it all together. We have a lot of supermarkets
near our house, but we prefer to go to the nearest hypermarket
which sells a rich variety of items. Besides, it-has a Tot of free
- parking space so we can park our car without any problems. If
we are tired of shopping, we can go upstairs and have a rest at
‘McDonalds or go to the cinema which is situated in the same
building. So in my opinion it’s very comfortable and amusing to
. do the shopping in the hypermarket. My Mum always gives me
a free hand in choosing my clothes. If [ iteed some expensive .
clothes or shoes we go shopping together, but I can buy such
things as CDs, books, T-shirts and jewellery by myself. | also
buy somme food like bread-or dairy products for everyday use. '
. We have already seen an explosion of shopping on the .
Internet and I think this trend is clearly going to continue. First
of all, this kind of shopping is very convenient when you buy
~ expensive things such as computers or bikes because you may
compare the prices in different Internet-shops and choose what
- you want sitting at home. Besldes, you don’t have to waste time
getting to the shop and waiting in a queue: all the goods will be
. delivered to your place at any convenient time. However, 1
don’t think that people will buy everyday things on the Intemet
because it’s easier and quicker to go to the nearest shop to buy
what you need rather than to walt l.ll’ltll your order wﬂl be
_dclwered :

Questions

H

. How often do you go shopping?
- Do you enjoy shopping? Why or why not? =~ -
- Whatdo you like toshopfor? . - ) -
Which things do you hate to shop for? S
What kind of shops do you like most of all? Why"
Is- it better to go shoppmg on your own or with fnends/
* family? Why?.. _
7. Hyou had alot of money, how would you spcnd 1@"

R R
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| -DIALOGUES - .
Task1 o | o

Youand yvourfnend are dmussnmwhatbothofyoumﬂdem
Sumday. Thereare several optlonsbutyou maychoosconlyone '
of them:
* goto the Zoo
e gotoacafé o
®  see a thriller at the cinema
L L to a nwc concert

- ‘So-what shail we do on Sunday? Have you decide‘d yet"’

‘Not yet but.we have lots of possibilities. For example, we

cangotothe Zoo. I haven’t beenthere forages and I knowthere
are lots of new species. You will never see them in the wild!”
" ‘Oh, no! it’s boring to watch anumls in cages! They look
. raiserable there.’

" “Not exactly! It’s fun to see animals walk, play or do tricks
to attract people’s attention. Besides, there are special areas in
zoos where animals can walk freely and live together.”

“Yet there’s a horrible smefl in the Zoo. And I'm sure that
on Sunday there will be crowds of people, so we won’t be able
~ to see properly some of the most popular animals. What about
going to a café? We could try some exotic food. Bes:des, it'sa
good way to relax.’
‘Cafés are usually crowded at weekends And they are
stuffy, too. I think it’s boring to sit all day in the café.’ "
“Well, there is usually nice music in the café and we can ',

dance alot. In addmon, it’s a good opportunity to make new

" ‘Ldon’t think sb. Thereeanhelotsofdmnkenpeopkeand
they can be nasty. Besides, I'm afraid of making friends in a -
café. As for me, 'émhergotothecmemandseeatlmller'
These films are often very dynamic.”
‘And horrible, too! I hate thrillers because theresalwaysa
~ lot of violence and the plot is usually rather simple.” - :
‘ ‘I'wouldn’t say that! Pve seen a trailer and this film has lots

of breathtaking scenes and you get so involved. Moreover, there - |
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© are lotsofspec:alcﬂ‘ectsﬂlaimkeyou feet as 1fyon were in the
centre of events.”

““I think you’d better buy a DVD-disk and emoy watclung lt
at homie, At the cinemas there are always some people who talk
and laugh at the very interesting moment. But if you want to go
~ and see something, why not go to a music concert of your
favourite rock group. They are playmg at our concert hall on
Sunday!’ : _

‘Wow, I didn’t know that! They ‘are: wonderfui‘ And thc
concert will be very spectacular with all their: spcclal effects! But '
will we be able to get tickets?’

‘P'ni sure we will. My aunt works in the boxeoﬂ‘ibe of the -
concert halt and I'll ask her to buy tickets for us. Live music is
fantastic: you get carried away listening to -it. And backnp
danting adds to the beauty of the pefformanoe ' :
-+ ‘L completely agree with you. Let’s gotothe conc,crt Thal 8

awondzrful 1dea"

Task2 . . . o

You and your friend are planning to start & new hebby..You are

' chscussmg what hobby to choose You are conmdenng
mﬂecﬁng ceins

f' saifing

¢ photography

Discuss with your fnend the abovc-mennoned hobblcs Agrcc

upon one of the: options - .

‘ Do you remcmber we were plannmg to start a new hobby?’
‘Of caurse, I do. Do you have any ideas what to do?’,
‘Lots-of ideas! Why don’t we start playing chess? It’s a very
_ mtemstmg and clever game. I think it’s a perfect way to spend
our free time and not to feel bored. And perhaps i in the future
we’ll be able to win some competitions.’ _ '
. ‘I can’t agree with you, P'myafraid. It’s not easy to leam how
" to play chess well. We need a teacher or at least we should j join
a chess club. Unfortunately, we have no chess club nearby.’
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“l’sa patythat we have nochessclub. But Icanaskmy Dad
to teach us. He plays chess rather well.’ :

_ *1doi’tthink your Dad will have encughi free time toteach
us. He is a very busy person. What about coliecting coins from
different countries? It’s a very educational hobby because coins
can tell you a lot about the history of the country they are from.
Besides, I've already got several coins from France and it’s a
good start for our collection. 1 know that you travel a lot soin
the future we can have a good collection. What’s your opinion?’

- “Oh, no! T hate collecting. Collections usually take up a lot
'ofspaoe and they collect dust. Besides, collecting foreign coins
doesn’t ‘seem _to be an interesting idea because soon alt

European countries will have the same COiRs. It 8 unhkely that
- we'll havea good collection of coins.” _

“Well, I agree with you. What do you suggest then"’

‘As for ‘me, 1 prefer active hobbies. How about sailing?
There is a good sailing club in our town. It’s & very exciting and
. chatienging hobby. Not everyone can cope with it. Besides, it’s
- agood way to keep fit and to stay healthy, isn’t it?"

“I’my not so sure. In my opinion, it’s a very dangerous hobby
and it requires a ot of training. In addition, well need special
equipment and it can be rather éxpensive. I'm afraid I won’tbe
able to afford it. If you want an active hobby, let's starf.
phetography My parents gave me a very good camera for my
birthday, so we needn’t buy anythmg else.’ _

. ‘But we will rieed a special place wherc we can develop a
_ film and print our photos.”.
" “Ther¢’s no need io develop a ﬁlm because my camera is
digital. We can watch our photos on my computer, choosc the
best ones and print them on my printer.’

' ‘ltsagoodldea.Pcﬂaaps,wccouIdpﬁblwhourphotosm' L

dlﬁ‘erent magazines and became famous.’ . .
*You are right! Besides, some of our classmtes do lt as a
hobby, so we can organise a special exhibition at school for our
parents.” 8 _
‘Great! They will be proud of our abllmes"
‘So what shall we choose?’ a :
‘Let’s agree on photography It’s the best hobby for us. l
think 'l buy a camera, too '
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_ UNIT10 -
MASS MEDIA AND NEW TECHNOLOGY'

'I'ALI(S_
Task 1 _ '
Gweatalkontelmsim
Remembertodlscuss y '

. whstkindofpmgnmnesteenagm'senioymtchlng,why_
¢ what your favourite programme is, why

. whethertbereshonldbeeomemiaisonwwyfmmt
. whtbadeﬁec&te!eviﬂoanmyhave .

Telev:sxon -viewing is by far the most popular leisure pas-
time. On the whole, teens like watching different programmes
" such as serials, sports programmes and even news, just because
tastes differ. It may seem strange but almost all teenagers enjoy
watching cartoons. I must admit that some of them are really
wonderful and amusing, for example South Park or Madagas-
car. Cartoons help us to relax after a hard working day at school
and éscape from our everyday probiems. More than that, 1
think cartoons make people kinder and more sympathetic,
As for me, I enjoy watching TV very much, espcclally
different quizzes. That’s why my favourite, TV programme is
. Who wants to be a millionaire ?It is agame show where the player
is asked different questions. I particularly enjoy watching this
programme becausé the questions are always very interesting
and they help me to expand my outlook. Besides, it’s the perfect -

_way to be in the know of everything. I find this programme
clever and informative and try not to miss it.

Unfortunately, all chasinels in Russia show adverts. Adver-
tising messages are usually included into films and serials, and .
people don’t like them very much because they find ads silly -

. and boring. As for me, 1 don’t take advertising seriously because
ads show life unrealistically and give untrue information, Be-
sides, in adverts all people seem to be happy consumers, alt kids

“seem to be healthy and well off. But this is not true at all. What



is more, 1 find it very annoying when a film stops at the most in-
teresting moment. Nevertheless, 1 believe there should be com-
mercials on TV, because television companies get most of their
money from advertising. In addition, advertisements help people
choose the best products and get the best value for their money.
However, not ‘everything shown on TV is made in good
taste. There are programmes which contain a lot of violence,
According to researchers, there is a direct link between violence-
on TV and the horrifying new crimes among the young, Many
young people imprisoned for committing violent crimes report
having imitated crime techniques watched on TV. Another
thmg I would like to comiplain about is the amount of smoking
in the films that are shown on TV. SmoKing is often shown asa -
very ‘cool’ thing to do, making young people much more likely
t0 copy what they see and take up smoking themselves, =
Some people say that television is a terrible waste of time.
Of course, there are TV addicts who watch TV for hours without
choosing programmes. They spend time in front of television
which they could spend talking to their friends and family. If
you watch TV too much your brain slips into the passive state
and you forget about your duties. On the contrary, if you watch
TV foran houra day, to find out what is happening in the world
or to relax, then television is really useful. In short, television
has both good and bad points. And people should learn how to
make the best use of it.
- 1. What is your favourite channel? Why? \

2 What are good features of television?

3. Doyou agree that television has the power to ed’ucate'? Why’?
4. How could TV be improved in your country? :
5. 'What is your attitude towards soap operas? '

6. Wimld you like totakepartmaWtaHtshmr"Why/Whynﬁ"-
7. Canpeople do withouit televrslon" _

Task 2

Gﬂeatalkonthemassmedh.

Remember to-discuss:

- mmn’smmmmmm :
why

N
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. mnswnm-p—mmmem '
_ mmmmmofmmmms.m
. Mwofgetﬁnghﬁnmﬂmmm why -

Nowadays it’s much caswr to get mt‘onnatlon about the
world. In the past the only way of leaming about the world was
' travellmg The first travellers, were explorers who wanted to
discover new lands. But travelling was very slow and required a
fot of money so in the past people have fewer opportunities to
learn about the world. Nowadays we have moie ‘ways to help us
discover the world around us and  the main- source of
information for millions of people i is the mass media. The mass
media- include newspapers and magazines; advertising and
radio-and, of course, television. All of them are available to all
people at any time. Besules they all react to the latest events as
 quickly as possnble S0 people are able to keep up-to-date w1th
the latest news.

On the one hand, it’s very lmportant 1o be in the know of
the latest events because this expands your outlook and makes
you a.well-rounded person, On the other hand, we shouldn’t
believe everything that is said in the media because very often
they give biased opinions. The media tell you what they want
‘yoiito Know and how they want you to hear about what is really
going on. That’s why for some' people who are rather nervous
and easily get upset lt’s better not to keep up- to-date with the
News.

In my opinion, the most popular way of learning about the
world is TV because it is a reflection of the modemn world. Be-
sides, television gives you an opportunity to travel all over the
~ world, to see different people and to learn about their customs
and traditions. In short, television keeps you informed about
the rest of the world. l.think it is so popular nowadays because
there is a TV set in every family and when you need immediate
information about the latest world events, you switch the TV
on. In addition, lots of people prefer TV to the radio or newspa-
pers because they can see everything with their own eyes. What
is rnore, there is always a great variety of programmes on TV 80 -
everyone can choose what he or she wants to learn about, That’s -
~ why most people consider television their -most important
source of information, and a majority ranks television as the
most believable news source.
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.- ‘Asfor me, 1 prefer the Internet, which has recently become
another itnportant source of information. | use this source of
information because it allows me to find information about
almost everything. I can get information for my schoolwork or
ﬁndoutabmnntyhobblcs,sportsercmmmAspecml
computer programme, which is called a search engine, allows
me to doit’ very quickly. Besides; all the latest information is
available to me in my home, at any hour of the day and night. -
It’s much faster and easier to surf the net in search of
mfmmaﬁon from alt ovcrthc world than togo to the llbrary

Why is v1satmg museums mtcrestmg and useful" '
What can MUSEUms and places of interest tell you about the

-world? - s

+ Do you think TV pmgrammes can help )nou to leam at
school? In what way? ’ :

. ‘What sort of mformatlon do yeu gct t‘mm newspapcm and
ragazines? -

. What newspapers and magazmﬁ do you read" Why‘?

- Dé you like listening to the radio? Why? .

.. Do youthink young people are. mﬂucnced by what they see
in the media? Why? -~ ... - _ _

_Would you ever-considera careerin the mcdla? |

Task3 LA

Givea talk on computers.

Rene-tertodlscuss . '
wlyeonpntershavebeeomeanhlportantpartofoure\'eryday_

e . howcompmerscanhelp}wtostndy _
¢ why some people are against computers g B
. 'Wmmputerswiﬂrephoeprimedmksinthefutnre why

There is no doubt that computers have become an’
impottant part of our everyday lives. To begin with, we can do -
almost evcryth_mg with the help of a computer. It’s much casier
. to edit and print documents using a PC. Besides, the World
Wide - Web allows us to access the latest information very
quickly. What is more, if you want to travel abroad you can find

i
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~on the Internet the information about the country and its
hotels. You ¢an even buy things sitting at home and using your
computer. Interaction with the world is another advantage of a
computer. You can chat on-line and make new friends with
people from all over the world. Besides, it's a chance to practise
your English. And if you want to send a letter, clicking the
mouse will be much more-convenient than buying a stamp and .
an envelope and finding time to make a trip to the post office. -
. If we want to have a prestigious job, we must know how to
. work on computers, That’s why computers have become the
main part of school education. As for me, T have computer
classes’ at my school, where 1 study computer science. More -
than that, computers help me to do my homework. When T have
_ to make a report for my Biology class or to write a compasition, .
- the first place I look for is the Internet. Besides, there are a lot
of educational programmes that-can be really useful in my
work, for example, in learning English. :

However, many people think that students who rely on
computers to do all their work are being cheated out of mind-
expanding experience. I can’t agree. with them because our
home tasks are more complex today, that’s why the way we
work out problems and find solutions must become easier.
Another reason why people are against computers is computer
addiction. A lot of young people find virtual reality more
attractive than their everyday lives and this makes them negiect .
school work and their everyday responsibilities. More than that,
if we spend a lot of time working with computer, our eyesight

. gets worse. Fortunately, new technology makes it possible to
eliminate the bad effect of computer on people’s health and if
we learn how to control our computer use, then computers will
become an integral part of our lives, -

. Ydow’t believe that computers will replace prmted booksin
the future, because printed books have certain advantages over
electronic media, First of all, they are cheaper and easier to use.

~Secondly, printed books don’t need electricity and you can take
a book with you wherever you like, even to bed. What’s more, a
printed book is better for human eyes than a computér screen.
Finally, not all books can be found on-line. So I think that
printed books will coexist with computers and will alwaysbea
part of human culture. New technology has introduced great
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- changes in our daily lives, but books on-line can niever compete
with human’s personal relationship with printed books. . -

. What do you think about the future of computers?
What do-you think about computerized educatlon"
Do comiputers save our time? How?

- Are computers reaily dangerous? Why?
How often do you play computer games? -
What is your attitude towards computcr addlctlon"
- How can we help computer addicts" '

Task 4

lecatalkonlhelntemet _

Remember to discuss: :
-wbatopportuniﬁosthelntemetoﬂ'erswthepeople .
why&emmuﬁesofmelnumammmwning
" whether people witl study on-line in the future, why

" which way of using the Internet you prefer, why =~

" Justtenyears ago, very few people heard about the Internet.
Now it is nearly as common and useful as the telephone. Onthe
one hand, the development of the Internet has brought new
opportunities to many people. Its users can already buy books,
find out about hotiday offers, book tickets and get all sorts of
" information from the Internet. Morcover, with the Internet, -
the place where you live may become less important than who
you are and what you can do-so in the future, we’ll be able to
find ajob in any part of the world. The Internet will also allowa, -
lot of talented people to show the world their achievements. ]
alsobelieve that, in the future, we'H get entertainment from the
Net and that television will probably dnsappear The postal
service may. also disappear with the increasing use of e-mail. As
more and more people use the Internet, as it becomes cheaper
and faster and ¢asier to use, there w1ll bc new thmgs on, the
Internet that we cannot imagine today. - . -

- But on the other hand, the possnbﬂmes of thc lntemet may
seem frightening. Some peoplc also argue that the Internet is
dangerous because it is addictive. I agree with thembecause lots
of people, and especially teenagers, spend hoirs chatting or

ol ol o i
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- playing games on-line and n’églect their dutie's.-Anéther worty

is the activities of cybercriminals. Most of the wotld’s money is

stored in computers and clever hackers are likely to use
computers and the Interet, pot guns, to steal it. Besides, asthe

Internet becomes increasingly important to governments, it
also becomes a stage for people who oppose them. The
-information wars of the future may be fought on Web sites.

What’s more, in the future, cyberterrorists may attack the world’s .

computers, cause chaos, and make planes and trains crash.

On-line education opportunities have exploded over the -
past few years, with many accredifed and reputable programs

- and I think that its popularity is clearly going to grow because
on-line learning have a lot of advantages. To begin with, you
‘may’ study wherever you like as long as you have a computer

with the Internet connection. In addition, with no set class

times, you can decide yourself when to complete your
assignments. More than that, with on-line education you can

study in any college of the world with no relocation costs. -

However, we’lt still need: a teacher to guide us through thc
ocean of knowledge. -

As for me, Luse the Internet malnly for gettmg mfomlatlon
and communication with friends. For me the Internet has
created a new world of 'more information and more
communication. prefer using an instant messenger to sending

e-mails or text messages as it's more like a real conversation.
Almost all my fitends have microphones and -webcams so we
can see as well as hear each other. What 1 like most is that I can
carry on surfing the Net or playing games while chatting. And |
don’t have to pay extra for the conversation, We must admit
that despite the criticiSms by some people and the fears of the

others, the Internet seems to have changed our world for the -

better and we must try to rmake the best use of i it.
Quedthinﬁ'

When did the Intemet appear in Russxa" _

Do many people use the Intemet nowadays? What for"

What does the Internet allow us to do?.

Do you think the Internet can help studcnts" How?

Does the Internet save our time?.
What are the dlsadvantagcs of the lntcmet"

Rkt ol b o



? deoywthmkﬂw Internet wﬂl change our ﬁltm'e? |
8. Do you use the Internet? How? : :
9 \V!mt ls your. personal attitude wwards the lnternet"

Task 5

Gweatalkonwdmology _ _
Rmntertodiscuss _
Mrn&mmmmmumwm
. what technology will give us in the future
_mmma&nofmum why .

. -1t goes without saymg that life was much more dlﬂicult_
before techniology had developed as much as it has now. When
it took two weeks for a letter to reach Australia, you couldn’t
_keep in touch with people easily. Or just travelling from your
home to.another town a few, kilometers away could take. hours
~And if you didn’t live in a big city, you didn’t have much
information because there was no television or the Internet.
We have seen major tcclmolog;cal advances over the last
- fwenty years and the next twenty years or so are. going to be*
equally exciting. 1 behcve that in the not-toe-distant future, we
-won’t have to carry our mobile phones around but wﬁimlplant T
them somewhere in the body — maybe in our teeth or in our
shoulders. I think that we won ’t have cash or credit cards any
longer. It will mamly be digital moriey. And supermarkets will

-pmbably ‘have iris recognition systems, so the money for our '.

‘groceries will automatically be transfefred from your bank -
accout birto the supermarket’s bank account as you’re standing
at the checkout. Many people say it’s science fiction but Fthink
it’s our future. Soon we’ll all have more-time for our hobbigs
and interests because robots will do all the work for us! I’ msure
that new technology will change our lives for the better.

- However, we must admit, that technological progmm has
its drawbacks. For example, cars poltute our atmosphere. There

- is a’lot of radiation from TVs, computers, mobiles and other

electronic devices, Moreover, technology makes us lazy! Many
teenagers would rather spend their fiee time in front of their
computer than meet their friends. As a result, they don’t have
enough exercise and are getting fat. That’s not healthy atall.



As for me, I'm a fan of modem technology. Now; with
- computers and e-mail we never have to lose contact mthany-
one. We can travel from one place to another quickly and safely. -
What’s more, because of television, everyone has information
about the world around them. I can’t imagine my life without
technology. Of course, we’ve got things like a TV, a video play-
er, a computer and different kitchen appliances such as a
microwave oven and a dishwasher. But most of all I enjoy my
new mobile because now I can always stay in touch. 1 never go
anywhere without it! I use it all the time and send about-twenty
text messages every day! To sum up, I'want to say that techno-
logy has definitely made our lives easier and we couldn’t live
without it! - .

_Questions | |

Can you imagine your hfe mthout modem technology?

Docs technology make our life easier? -

Do you think we rely too much on technology? :

Would you like to be dn mventor9 Why? What kind of

things would you invent? ~

What technological" advances can you see happemng in
* your lifetime?

How do you think the worid will change over the next fifty

y&ars"

- R I VY ¥

Dm.osu:ss
Task 1

You and your fncnd are discussing the best source of getting in-
formation about the world. There are several options but you, may

chooseonlyoneofthen
BEWSPADETS e TV
¢ nmadio - : © o the Internet

What do you thmk is the best way of gcttmg mt‘onnanon
about the world?” =

_ ‘Itisa very difficult question. Perhaps, the best wayto learn
about the world is reading newspapers. They are pached with
the latest news, information and facts and help us to be in the.
- know of everything. Besides, they usually provide us with extra
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details, commentaries and background information, What is
more, newspapers cater for a variety of political views, interests
and levels of education so you can choose a newspaper
according to your interests.’

‘Actually, I don’t like reading vcry much. It takes so much
time. And newspapers... They make my hands dirty and the
print is so small! My eyes usually get so tired.’

‘But you can’t but agree that newspapers provide us with
reliable information. And if you are tired, you can put it down
and turn to it later.’

“You are right. Still, I prefer the radio. It’s good to listen to
the radio in a car, or in the open air, or when you do something
about the house. You can tune into all kinds of stations: pop or
classical music, news, sport or foreign radio stations so you can
keep up-to-date with the news. Besides, radio has fresher news
than newspapers. They are informed every half-hour.’

‘I don’t agree with you. Radio news items are very short and
you have to believe the presenter’s opinion because you don’t
have enough information. Besides, the news items on the radio
are also recorded beforehand so they are not always fresh, What
is more, sometimes it’s difficult to find a necessary radio
station.’

‘What about TV then" It is a wonderful source of informa-
tion. When you need immediate information about the latest
world events, you switch the TV on. Besides, I like TV news be-
cause I can see everything with my own eyes. Television is a
reflection of the modern world and it allows me to follow the
events in faraway countries without visiting them.’.

‘I can’t but agree with you. There are hundreds of various
programmes on TV that keep you informed about the rest of the
world. But for the television, | would not be able to watch
extraordinary animals and to learn about their life and habits.
However, television has certain disadvantages.’

‘What disadvantages?’

‘For example, they usually show the same news on all
channels. And if  want to get some news, I have to wait until the
news programme is on. In addition, you can’t get information
about everythingon TV,

‘Well, the same can be said about newspapers and the radio.
I think there is no source of information without any
drawbacks.’
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“We live in a multimedia mclcty Let’s take mmage of it
and learn everylhmg from our computers.” :
- ‘But how can we get information from computem?’
_ ‘Haven’t you heard about the Intemet? It has become
another important source of information which allows you to
learn about almost everything. It’s much easier to suif the
Internet than to go to the library and find the necessary book or
a magazine. All the latest information is available to yowin your
honie at any hour of the day and night. You don’t have to wait
for news programmesto be in the know of everything.’

‘But you havc to pay for the . Intemet' [sn t it very
expensive?’

*We also haw: 10 pay for newspapers radio and televmon
With the development -of new technology the lntcmet is 45
expensive as all other sources of information.”

_ ‘But we can’t see everythmg_wnth our OWN eyes. Besndes,
computers affect our eyesight.”: - '

*Not exactly. The Iniemet allows you to ‘watch alt TV
. programmes. Moreover, ‘it has additional wdeo films on.

different topics. As for our cyes:ght T'can say that modem
. computer screens have no radiation.” = -

‘Perhaps, you are right. Computers have changed our life
for the better. So why shouldn’t we mkc them work 1o our
advantage?’

‘I completely agree with you H goes mthout saying that the
Intemet has become thc best source oﬁnformatnon nowadays

Task 2

Your local youth club has been nwardul some lloney by the. local
© couneil. Here are some of the things that you are considering

‘buying. Discuss the following options with: your frlend and.
choose the one you both like most of all: = - _

*+ aTVset L m oven -

* 2 eoupuﬁer : : . A music eem

‘Gu&es what" Our club has been awarded some money by
. the local council so we can buy some new equipment.’
- “That’s great! But what can we buy? Any ideas?’
- *‘I'suggest buying a TV set. We could watch different films
together and have fun. Moreover, if we have a TV set in our
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club, we’ll be able to keep up-to-date with the news. What do

you think of it?’ _
‘Tdon’t like thisidea. In my opinion, watclung TVisa waste

“of time because most of the programmes are rather boring. -
Besides, I'm not sure that we’ll be able to agree on what

~ programme to watch just becausé tastes differ. So we’ll be
" arguing all the time. 1’d rather buy a computer and play

computer games. It’s very exciting. What’s more, if we havean -

‘Internet connection, we’ll be able to find out more about our
~ hobbies. And of course we’ll be in the know of the latest ncws
What’s your opinion?’ R

‘I don’t think it sagoodndea. If we buyacomputer we’ll -

- be-arguing about whose turn i is to play. Besides, computers are
rather expensive and I'm afraid we won’t have emugh money
for it. Why don’t we buy a microwave oven?’

‘A microwave oven? Do we need it?”

“Of course. we .do.. We often have pamas and \mh a
microwave oven it’ll be easier for us to prepare food. In
addition, we often spend our evenings in the club and we are
often hungry. We could bring sandwiches and heat them inthe
oven. L think a microwave will make our life more comfortable.’

. “Well, it’s not a bad idea! But I doubt that our friends will
like it because we come to the club to have some fun ratherthan
to eat. As for sandwiches, we can eat them wnthout heating if we
are hungty. Anyway, I believe we should buy somethmg for our
entertainment, shouldn't we?”

‘Oh yes, you're absolntcly nght_ What about a music
centre?”

. -*Great idea! Our casset«te necorder is very old and we’d bet-

terchange it before it breaks down. Besides, all modern music
isan CDs and modern music centres can play CDsas well.”
 *] am with you there! We all enjoy dancing so everybodywﬂl

. approve of ur choice. In addition, we’ll be able to tune into-all

kinds of radio stations and keep up-to-date vnth the latest news. -

- So what shall we choose?' '

“1 think a music centre is the best decmon -Po you agme.
with me?
~ ‘Absolutely! Muslc ccntres are not very expenswe S0 we’ll '
have enomh mofncyto buyltforourclub '
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. UNIT11 .
PI.ANS FOR THE FUTURE

O | TALKS
Task 1
' leeatalkonﬁmtermcaﬁon
Remembertodlscuss. _ :
lwhyitismwwmﬁnueeducaﬁm ) :
. mchhsﬁmtesandmivmiﬁesmmostpopnlarhywrclty,
why
. wheﬂ:ermwouldﬁh!osiuﬁyabmad why
. whichinsﬁtuﬁeorunhwﬂtymmldlikementa why

In my ommon, lt’s lmportant to continue our cducanon .

" after fi inishing school for many reasons. To begin with, higher
education makes a person educated and well-rounded. But I
think that knowledge is not the main aim of our education. At
univessities we learn how to learn so that we can make use of
this ability in other more practical areas lateron in life. Besides,
higher education gives us an opportunity to find an interesting
and well-paid job because most- cqmpames ‘want to have
employees with good qualifications. .

Moscow State University is one of the oldest universitiesin -
the world and one of the most pmstlglous higher educational
estabhshments in. my city. It is an international centre .of
teaching and research in a vast range of subjects. There are a ot
of various faculties so you can easily choose the one that sujts
your interests. But of course, youhave to work hard 1o enter it.
One of the best technical universities in’ Moscow is the
. University named after Bauman, which is well-known.abroad.
Very many. cutstanding scientists studied and worked there;
among its alumni are Zhukovsky, Tupolev, Korolév:and many
others. The university has § faculties, where you can get -
_ fantastic knowledge in almost all kinds of science. Among other
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prestigious institutes and universities in Mosww are the Higher
School of Economics, the Finance Acadcmy and Moscow
Institute of Foreign Languages. -+

Some pupils want to study abroad in such workd- fanwm _
unwers:tles as Oxford or Cambridge. I think that smdyms inan
English-speaking country is.an incredibie experience, but it
requires the ability to speak fluent English. Besides, youneedto
be flexible, outgoing and to be able to make friends easily. What
is more, you’ll have to adapt to a very different way of life.
Everythmg is so different: the way pcoplc eat, slecp, work and
all-the various leisure activities are- so dlﬁércnt Another
dlsadvantagc of studying in Great Britain is that tuition is not
free there. For UK students there is the system of grants,
whereas for overseas students the tuition fee is rather high and
varies according to the subject. That swhyltlunkthat it sbettcr
to study in your native city, -

On the one hand, I'd like to study at Bauman Umvemty,
because its. graduates are considered to be. hxghly—quahﬁead
specialists, but on the other hand, it’s very difficuit to study
there. In my opinion; Technical University named afier
Bauman offers too-academic education whereas Moscow State
University of Electronics and Mathematics provides more
practical knowledge. It provides good education in the fields of
electronics, mathematics and information technology. I think -
‘that the best place to study for me is Moscow State University
of Electronics and Mathematics or Technical University
named after Bauman. But the final choice, of course, will
depend on my knowledge of Maths and Physics. -

L ':'Wmﬂd you hkc{o continue yom' educat:on after ﬁmsl'nns
- school? ..

.. Which umversﬁy or callege would you prefer to. enter and
why? .
‘What is necessary to enter this umvcrsny or oollegc‘? .
How many faculties does it have? _
Which faculty would you like to study at? Wl'ly‘?

What is important for you in education?

g
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"I'askZ ' _

Gweatalkonminlfe

Remember to discuss: . -
mmmmmdwm why

. whether you would like to be extremely rich, why .

what is necessary to get success in fife, why

wbetherteemgersshoulﬁmkprt ﬁne,why

« s 0

Inmy opmnon materialism is not abad pomt of oursocnety
- because money makes the world go round. I try not to be too
materialistic, but 1 think everyone is a little bit. We live in a
competitive world where success is mrportant so people are
going to be more materialistic. 1 think the way you look is really
"important. especially for téenagers who want to be a partofa
group, So it’s natural that people think of money and
“possessions. On the other hand, materiatistic people think that
money is evérything in the world and being rich is the only way
of being successful. It’s important for them to have designer
labels and fashionable things. ‘Some people can even kill others
to have more money or possessmns, In thls case we can say that
money is the root-of all evil,
1t cannot be denicd that money is an essenttal part of our

hws If you are very wealthy, you can afford an expensive
houise; prestigious ' cars, - fashioriabie  clothes and lots ~of
~ entertaifitaent: In addition; if you have lots of money, you can
" enjoy an ideal lifestyle beingable to have control over your time
and schedule, havmg no one ordering you around, not having
to look at the price tags every time you go out shoppmg, and just
enjoying the freedom that you truly deserve. What is more, lack
‘of money can cause real problems, such as bad health; stress or
even crime, However, money can’t buy happiness and very -
wealthy peoplé are often as unhappy as poor people. That’s why

I want to be neither rich nor poor. | would like to be in between.
There are very important things in our life that can’t be bought,
such as love and friendship. I don’t think that being rich is the
- only way of being sucocssfu! in life and you needn’t havc lots of '
money to be happy.

~ To get success in life you shou[d be intelligent, creatwe and
hard-working. Of course if you’re younger, it’s harder to
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impress people. So you should be ready to work a lot and to
expand your range of abilities. You’ll never get success if you -
wait for someone to bring it to you. You havetogetupandgct
it yourself. If you want to achieve something, you’ve got to go-
for it. It’s also very important to believe in yourself and not to
-give up. If it doesn’t work the first time, give it another try and
anothertry, until you find a way to make itwork. Anyway, lf you
" want to succeed, the apportunities are thcm
‘Should teenagers work part-time to eamn money" In my
opinion, they should not because their main task is to get
* -education and even part-time work takes a lot of time and
effort, That’s why teenagers: -usually return: home tired and
exhammd and can do nothing. In addition to that, modem
teenagers arc yrider a lot of pressure. They are busy doing their
‘homework and revising for exams. And it doesn’t seem fair to
~add to their difficulties by making them earn their pooket
“money, But on the other hand, a part-time job is a usefuil
mtmductmn to the world of work. By working, teens can leamn
a lot about the value of things as well as the world of business.
That’s-why 1 thifik that teenagers shouldn’t work during their
school year but thcy may work during their summer hohdays 1f
they want to get some workmg expenence -

Why is materialism not a bad point of our soc;ety" _

Are young people today materialistic? - R

Why is it natural that people think of money and pommons"
“Cain we say that money is the root of alievil?” -

Is being rich the only way of being suiccessful? Why?
What'are the possible pmblems of being very wealthy?

< What does the word wccess tman for you" :

DIAI.OGU‘ES

NS s N -

.'I'askl

You arid your friend are dlscussmg yourplans forthe Mnre Dis-
cuss the foliowmg opuons and choose the one you botk ﬁke most -
ofall: -

* work - o.-educ_ationalnmd
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“Why are you so sad? What s the matter?’ _

‘You see, ina few days we’ll leave ourschool and I thmkl |
miss my teachers and my classmates.”

‘As for me, I’'m happy because I'm dreammg of beconmng
independent. Have you decided what to do after ﬁmshmg
school?’ _

‘“Well, I’'m not quite sure. And you"’

. *Oh, I’'m thinking of getting married. [ have a nice glrl-
-friend and we love each other. But the main reason is that I’ll be
- indeperident of my parems and l’il be able to'make all dccnswns :
myself.’

‘Not’ eXactly You won’t live mdcpcndemly until you are
able to support your fam:ly Besides, if you have a baby, it will
be difficult to continue your education. Moreover, you won’t
have time to trieet your fnends So your life wnll be hard: and
boring.”.

“Well, 1 agree with you that family life is very dtfficult
Besides, I don’t think that love can be serious at our age. I’d
better just go on dates and enjoy myself. But what about getting
a job? I can get working experience and it will be a useful
introduction to the world of work. 1 will be able to fearn a lot
about the value of things as well as the world of business.
Besides, 1 could ¢arn some money P’'m sick and tu'ed ot' aslung '
my parents for pocket money.’

. ‘Soam L, But I don’t think you’ll beabletofinda well—pazd
job because you have neither quam_' ications nor experience.
-Typical and obvious jobs for teenagers include working at a fast-
food restaurant or stacking shelves at a supermarket,”

“That’s no problem, I can start with a fow-paid position. .
Many people follow the tmdltlona! start at the bottom and work
your way up approach. Besides, I can combine work and
studying at the evening department of the university.’

‘Really? I wouldn’t say that it’s easy to combine work and
studies. Besides, if you start working; you’ll have to serve in the
army for a year and this can be rather dangerous.’ -

‘I absolutely forgot about it. You are . nght lt 5 vcry
dangerous. So what shall we do?’

‘The only way out -is to continue our education. While

- studyingina umvcrsny, you'Ht get necessary knowledge for your
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future profession. Besides, you can make lots of new friends.
University life is usually interesting and exciting.’
© ‘Well, 1 can. agree wrth you Have you dec:ded what
:}wemty toenter? _
‘Not yet, but I want to study abroad i in such world-famous
universities as Cambridge and ‘Oxford. It’s very préstigious to
study there. Besides, I'll be independent of my parents.”
‘I can agree with you but it requires the ability to speak
fluent English. Besides, you need to be flexible, outgoing and to
be able to make friends easily. What is more, you’ll have to
adapt to a very different way of life. Everything is so different:
the way people eat, sleep, work and all the various leisure
activities are so different.”

‘May be, you are right. Still l think that studymg in an -

English-speaking country is an incrédible experience. And in
the future | can get a more prestigious and well-paid job.’

- ‘Don’t forget that tuition is not.free there. For UK students
there is the system of grants, whereas for overseas students the
tuition fee is rather high. I don’ t thmk that our parents will be
able 1o afford it.’

“Well, it’s a real dxsadvantage Perhaps, it sbetter to studym -

our native city. Qur umvemty isone of the oldest and the largest
educational establishments in- our country, which is well-
kniown abroad. Very many outstandmg sclentlsts studled and
worked there.’

“And it’s much closer to our homc than . Oxford -or
Cambridge universities. Besides, there are a lot "of vatious *
faculties 50 you can choose the one that suits your. mtzrests But
of course, it’s very difficult to enterit.” =

“¥f we work hard, I’'m sure we’Hl passsuccessfully entta;we _
examinations and our parents won’t have to pay . for our
education. What is more, if we study well, we’ll get a
scholarship and won’t have to ask our parents for pocket
money.’

‘1 Like this idea. I think it’s the best option for us, Anyway,. _
wehavetoptdowntosomehardworknow:fwewamto----

achieve our aims.’
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Task 2 -

Youandyour ﬁ':end are dlscussmg ﬁlrerentnystonuhafor-
tane. Discuss the following opuons and choosctheone youboth
: Iikemostofall '
marriage for money
hard work

‘What do you think is the best way of makinga fortune?’
““If youw want to become tich, the quickest way is to.find a
~ rich relative whois going to die soon and ask him or her to-make
a will in your favour. It won’t be very difficult if you take good
care of yourrelative. You’ll berich aﬁer his or her death and wﬂi
solve all your problems.” . .. -
- ‘You can’t be senous' First of aft, 1 don’t have any nch
- relatives. Secondly, -it’s: very: difficult- to inherit something

. nowadays: youw'll -have to pay: great taxes and do lots.of
- formalities. As for me, I’m thinking of getting married to arich
person. Just imagine: you’il never have to work; you’ll never
have any problems with money and you'l be able to- travel all
over the world with your family. [ think it’s greatl’

'“The only problem is to find a uch person who wﬂl be
' w1llmg to marry you! And what if you don’t love your partner?

Don’t you think that you may be suspected of being dishonest?

‘And then you’!l have to divorce and become poor again. 1 think

it’s better not to depend on your wife or husband.” .

" ‘Well, I can agree with you that marriage for money is a
rather unreliable way of making a fortune. What aboit winning

money in a lottery? My friend, for example, won a lot of money
last year. It’s very easy. If I'm lucky, 1'l] also win a large sum of -
money anid will start my own busmess 1 thmk 1t’ll be a good
startin life.’

‘And if you aren’t Iucky, what will you do?’

‘I'fl play again and again.” © '

“And you’ll waste all your money and win nothmg' As for
me, I don’t believe in lotteries. I*'m sure that their aim is just
taking money from people. Of course, there are people who win-
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sometlmes. but in my ommon, it’s a chance in a lmlhon I
wouldn’t trust them.! = :
_ ‘Sowhatdbyousugest‘? membemmench‘?’
. *As for mie, | don't want to be cxlremcly tich because very
_tich people are as unhappy as poor people. 1 want to be in
between. But of course, 1 want to have enough money to be
independent and to do whatever I'want. And the only possible
_ wayformetohavclotsofmoneylstoworkhard’ _ _
‘] think you’ll never earn a fortune even if you work very
hard. Besides, hard work can affect our heaith. And you know -
that good health is above wealth. What is more, if you work
hard, you won’t have time to spend with your lhmﬂy and
friends. No, hard work is definitely not forme!” :
o ‘Well, ldldn’theaﬂto work hard physicatly. Ithink fifst of
. all, we must get good education and make an‘exciting caieer.
_ Beheve in yourself and don’t give up! ifyour have an aimin your -
life, you can achieve everything and get a good salary.’
‘Do you really belneve that 1t spossnble toeamn lofts ofmoney :
nowadays” s o
“Of course ' do.. If you want to make a mﬂhon, thc
oppommmes are there. Everyone comes acrossa good idea in
their life, but they seldom do anything about it. I always
remcmber Bette Nesmith Graham who invented thie correction
fluid..At first, no company wanted to buy it. Nevertheless, she.
continued to sell it from home for the riext seventeen years,
_Finally, it was bought by Gillette for $47.5 n‘nlllon plus
‘royalties. Isn’t it a fortune?”
- “Great! The same situation is with Bill Gates, who was an .
‘ordinary programmcr but now he is one of the richest people on
the planet. 1 think it’s possible to make a fonune if you work:
hard but it requires a lot of dedication!’
. | oomplctely agree with you. If your idea doesn’t work for
 the first timie; give it another try and.another try, until you find
& way to make it work. In my opinion, hard work is the bestand -
the most reliable way of making a fortune, though of course not -
the quickest. Do you agree with me?’
- *Ican’t but agree with you.’



UNIT 12 -
SCIE__NCEAND CULTURE

| TALKS
Task 1 '
Give atalk on books. .
. Remember to discuss:
¢  why people read books - ‘
. whtldndofbooksaremostpopnlarmthteenagers,why
*  what your favourite book is, why
. mtherbwkswm&nmrlntheﬁlm.why

. Iamsure that rpading is an essentlal part of our lives, Only
~ in books can you find the answers to all your questions. Books -
can tell us a lot about the modern world and ancient times.
~ Besides, they can help us to explore new ideas and expand our
outlook. I completely agree that reading is to the mind what
exercise is to the body. What is more, books teach us to be kind
and honest. While reading we leam how to solve our problems
‘and to make people happy. Finally, I think that reading is the
perfect way to spend free time and not to feel bored. - :
" There are a lot of different kinds of books in the world, for
example, thrillers, historical novels, science fiction, adventure
books and others. Most of them are with us during all our life.
Teens all over the world like reading about adventures because
- they enjoy characters who go through dangers to complete their
mission. Boys are also fond of thrillers and detective stories
because they have interesting story lines and unusual endings.
They are particularly captivated by characters who conduct
“investigations. 'As for girls, they prefer romances, historical
novels and poetry because they like reading about love.
Encyclopaedias, reference books and dlctlonanes help pupils to
do well at school.
As forme, I never behcved there really were books that you
- couldn’t put down. I changed my opinion when I started to read
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The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins, an English writer. It’sa
very good detective story with a bit of romance thrown in it. The
book is basically about mistaken identity. The main characterin
the story is a young artist who goes up to the north of England
to instruct two young ladies. And he falls in love with Miss
Fairlie, who looks very like the woman in white. Finally, they
turn out te be identical twins. The author brilliantly describes
the adventures, love and fears of his heroes. He really brings the
characters to life. A good writer knows how to keep you reading
the book. In The Woman in White the reader’s interest is caught
from the very first page and there is suspense till the very end!
This is a great book and I would recommend it to anyone.

Some people argue that we won’t read printed books in the
future. We would watch films or read books on-line. Of course,
the Internet allows people to find information about almost
everything and on-line entertainment is going to become more
popular in the future. Yet I don’t believe that computers will
replace printed books, because printed books have certain
advamages over electronic media. First of all, they are cheaper
and easier to use. Secondly, printed books don t need electricity
and vou can take a book with you wherever you like, even to
bed. What’s more, a printed book is better for human eyes than
a computer screen. So. I think that printed books will coexist
with computers and will always be a part of human culture.
Books must be our friends during all our life.

Questions

Is reading important to you? Why?

What kinds of books do you like reading? Why?

What were your favourite childhood books?

What famous Russian/British/American writers and poets
do you know? Have you read any of their books/poems?
Who is your favourite writer? Why?

Do you like the books you study at school? Why'?

Do books help you in your life? How?

Task 2

Give a talk on music.
Remember to discuss:

Lt i

S
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what your music preferesces are, why .
.wlnt eomposer(s)/shlaﬂr(s)mm,m

'Peoplc all over the world are fond of music. They listen to
-musi¢, they dance to music, they learn to play musical

instruments. People enjoy music because it reflects theirmood -

.and emotions. Music appeals to our hearts and transforms our

feelings. It conquers our souls anid enriches our minds, Music is -
beauty in sounds; it’s our magic sotuirce of inspiration. Besides,

listening to music is the perfect way to relax after a hard day and
not to feel bored. That’s why you can hardly find a person-who
doesn’t like of need music, who never sings or dances.

Music is very important for teenagers, even more important -

than films and TV. Our generation is very diverse, and that’s

Attt e e s LR el R A ot b i A e

seflected by our musical tastes. No single musical style defines

what we like. So teens’ musical interests range from pop and
- rock music, which are extremely popular nowadays, o rap and
hip-hop. That diversity unifies teens more than it divides them.
Although many young people today are gravitating towards new

rhythriis 50 as to express theéir 1nd|v1dual|ty, teenagers can also

look back and appreciate a wide variety of influences from the

~ past, That’s backéd up by the survey.results, which show-that

- 45% of teens frequently or occasionally borrow their parents’

CDstolistento.

: My favourite style of music is pop music because it is
breathtaking and full of energy. When 1 listen to pop music, it,

makes me remember happy times. and forget the problems of 5

everyday life. Tt helps me to relax when I’m tired and entettains
me when I'd like to have fun. I wouldn’t mind Jistening to dance
_music, especially when I go to disco clubs. This style of music is
catchy and torch and | llke catchmg tunes. lt makes me more
energetic. .

_The music I hate is heavy metal. [ find it nmsy and dreadful -

When | listen to this style of music it pictures in my mind dark
_ days. Though some young people are fond of this style of music,
it is not to everyone’s taste. To my mind too loud music can
destroy our ears. 1 am indifferent to other styles of music. For

example, 1 don’t mind listening to jazz. Improvisafion is an
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importam part of this style, that s why ajazz song may sound &
little different each time 1ttsplayed I think that jazz iv'a mixture
- of many different kinds of muslc, but l oonsldcr lt a bit
complicated. -

‘My favourite group is Abba. It was formed in 1973 in
Sweden ‘Abba’s cheerful tunes made thern international pop
stars and one of the most successful groups of the 1970s. Their
most famous songs { Warerloo, Meney, Mongy, Money; Knowing

Me, Knowing You etc) often topped European charts. Though

‘the group doesn’t exist any more, it is still popular with people. -
of all ages.- 1 can’t but admire their style of singing. I find it
fascinating and overwhelming. When I have free time [ can’t
help listening to their records. | a!so !ike havmg background
music whale Tam working '

G )

~ What is your attxtudc to musxc" _
2 How can music influence people? :
-3." What do you think about classical/rock/pop muslc" '
4. 'What sort of music do you like? What music 1mtatu you" .
5. Where and when do you listén to music? ¢
- 6." Doyou llke to go to concerts" Why" -

Task 3

Gwcamlk_on_m. _
. Remember to discuss: .
- why people enjoy art _
. which art galleries you enjoy, why
_ . whether you understand modern art, why .
. whatartistsyouadmh'ewhy o

~ Artis, and- has always bccn in the service. of man.
. Subconsciously or not, it-affects us in many different ways. To
 begin with, art can be a great soutce of pleasure ini-our lives and
even a passingacquaintance with ant carrenrich ahd deepen our
_understanding of the world around us, A piece of-artwork may -
invoke a gamiut of feelings and emotions starting from a smile all
the way to downright indignation! Besides, art gives people an
opportunity to show their individuality. For example, we
collect works of art because they allow us to express ourselves
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- and represent who we are. And for artists, art is the expression

of their heart. With art they can relive their inner emotions and

allow the world to enjoy and share their feclings and thoughts.
As for me, I enjoy Russian art, that’s why the State

Tretyakov Gallery is one of my most favountc art musenms. It

is a treasure house of Russian paintings, which contains over

100 thousand works of art. There we can see paintings of
outstanding Russian artists such as Repin, Vasnetsov, Shishkin,
Surikov, Korovin, etc. It’s one of the top attractions in the city.
i partncular}y love this gallery because it impresses me by the
unigue combination of the past and the present. My favourite
© picture is Trinity by _A_ndrew Rublev, which synthesizes all art

-achieverients of ancient -Russia. Its composition and colour
design instil beauty and harmony. I think it’s a real masterpiece.

: I appreciate classic art, but | have trouble understanding
paintings when it comes to modern art. When I cometo a
gallery and see a canvas with a black dot on it, I.don’t
understand how this can be appreclated For example, when |
fook at some Jackson Pollock pieces, I just see paint splattered
on a canvas and I don’t get it why it’s considered to be art. A
friend of mine, who is keen on modesn art, says we should not
look for meaning but for pleasure, as the most important thing
* istoenjoy the shapes and colours. Perhaps, she is nght but { stitl

find modern pictures difficult to appreciate. .

Without doubt, my favourite artist is Ivan ShlShkll‘l who
was one of the most important 19th century Russian landscape
painters, His works are notable for poetic depiction of seasons.
in the woods, wild nature, animals and birds. I enjoy his
paintings because of his masterful use of colour and life, for his
loving depiction of Russian nature and the positive and life-

- affirming style. 'm particularly captivated by an arresting
naturalism of his land_sca.pes One of my favourite pictures by
Shishkin is Moming in a pine forest, which is a marvellous
‘plclonal fantasy that goes beyond the pure realism developed by

" ‘many other Russian painters of this period. In my opinion,

honesty and realism are the plcture s most carrymg force.

1. What famous Rm '-;aai'ntem- do you know?
2. 'What do you know about icon painting?
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Do you eitjoy your art class at school"’ Why? .
Do yéu tike modern art?

Do you enjoy visiting art galleries?

Have you ever been to any famous art mlfseums"

‘What art form do you like best? :

What would life be like without ant? -
- Why is art important? :
10. Why do people become professionial amsts" :
11. Doyou thmk grafﬁta is art"

Task 4

Give a talk on science,

Remember to discuss: -

what scientific xchievements Rnssia is famoas for

what famous scientist(s) you admire, why

‘what is necessmtobecomesumfnlln sclence, why
whether you would like to become a scientist in the future, why -

Russian science and technology are famous ‘due to many
achievements. On the top of the list there are: the invention of
radio by A. Popov, the creation of the Periodical table of ele-

ents by D. Mendeleev, formulation of the principles of the
interplanetary space flights on multistage rockets by K. Tsiol-
.kovskiy, achievements of Russian space program lead by
'S. Korolev that include first unmanned space flight of ‘Sputnik’
and first manned space flight of Yu. Gagarin; invention of Jaser
by N. Basov and Yu. Prokhorov as well and many other discov-
eries. Russian scholars have always based their projects on
original research of high intellectual standard Although mod-
ern achievements of Russian science are less known. to the
: gcncral publlc they are no leasmportant - :

“The scientist I admire most_of all is Mikhail Vasdyc\rlch

Lomonosov He was a Russian polymath, scientist and writer,
who inade .. 1mportam contributions to literature, education,
and science. Among his discoveriés was the atmosphere of
Venus. His spheres of science were natural science, chemlstry,
physics, mineralogy, history, art, philology, optical devices and
others. Lontonosov was also a poet, who created the basis of the
modern Ruissian ltterary_ language. M. Lomonosov’s work mir- -
rored all the strength, beauty and vitality of Russian science that
was pushing back the frontiers of contemporary knowledge.

00 NS B
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What does it take-to be a good scientist? It takes, first of all,
a desire to be a scientist. You have to have a strong desire to
learn new things, to understand something and you have to be
really fascinated by the fantastic- wonders of the world.
Becoming a scientist also requires intelligence, creativity and
logical reasoning. And of course you should be persistent, hard-
working and organized. | think that’s what makes a scientist.

I think it’s very difficult to become a great scientist because
scientific career requires not only a great talent but also a lot of

dedication. A career in science is something that doesn’t just:

happen. You have to go about and really fashion it. As for me,
F'm not much of a scientist and I don’t like science very much.

On the contrary, I'm good at languages and I prefer working .

with- people rather than doing experiments. That’s why I
wouldn’t like to become a scientist in the future. :

Q]

Why do people become sc1entlsts"

Is science important nowadays?-

Do you consider a career in science? Why"

Is the life of a scientist easy? Why?

Do you know any Russian-scientists- who were awarded
- Nobel Prizes? For what'? o :

Task 5

Give a talk on famous people.

Remember o discuss: ' '

¢ what makes people famous (writers, singers, politiclans etc.)
»  what famous people/person you like, and why -

. _whereyouprel‘ertoget mﬁ)rmauonaboutfamupeoplefrm
. why

.. whetherthehfeohfamspersonis easy, why/why uot

WL N -

There are a ot of famous people all over the world; They are
writers, composers, singers, film-stars or politicians, They are
famous because people appreciate the things they do. We enjoy

- famous singers because of their songs, and of course we are fond
of books by famous writers like W. Shakespeare or A, Pushkin.
We admire films with such talented actors as Tom Cruise,

e i S 1 o b i b
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Hamson. Ford and Bruce Willis. Everybody knows the names of .I
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Tsar Peter the Great or Michail Kutuzov because of their great
contribution to Russian history.

There are quite a lot of different celebrities but the person |
really admire is Christina Maria Aguilera because she is very
pretty and she has a very beautiful voice. I’ve been her fan for
about three years. Personally, I think she is gorgeous and
extremely talented. After Britney Spears, Christina Aguilera
was the most popular female singer of the late 90s teen pop
revival. Unlike many of her contemporaries, Aguilera is a
technically skilled singer with a genuinely powerful voice. She
can do much more than other famous singers can. That’s why,
she’s my favourite celebrity.

It’s not difficult to find information about famous people
now that we have got the Internet which allows us to find
information about almost everything. You can visit special
websites devoted to your famous celebrity and get the latest
news about her or his life. Moreover, 1 usually download lots of
photos from the Internet. It’s very convenient. But of course I
also read different magazines where | can find useful
information. It’s always interesting to learn about the life of
your favourite celebrity.

On the one hand, many of us want to be famous, because
people will know and admire you. Moreover, you will be very
rich and will be able to buy everything you want or travel
wherever you like. Although it sounds attractive, the life of a
famous person may be quite difficult. First of all, people
become famous because they work very hard. Sometimes, they
have no free time to spend with their family or friends.
Moreover, a lot of stars are unhappier than you would think.
Some feel uncomfortable being in the public eye all the time.
Many of them complain it’s impossible to have a private life.
Others are terrified of becoming unpopular. It may be hard
work getting to the top, but it’s even harder to stay there. That’s
why I don’t want to become a celebrity.

1. What famous writers, singers, film-stars and politicians do
you know?

2. Have you ever met a famous person?

3. Would you like to interview a celebrity? Why/why not?
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4.  Would you like 1o become famous? Why/why not?
5. What_qualities and’ abilities. are - neoessary to- become
famous? Why" _

| omoeues' |
'I'ask 1

You and your fnend are consndenng what-film you would like to
see in the evening. Discuss the follown ing optlons and choose the
~one you both like most of al
¢ ‘acartoon : e oa Iwestory
. aﬂ:riller o e adetectiweﬁlm

| “We are absoll.ltcly free this cvenmg Why not go to the
cinema and watch some film?* '
~‘It’'sagoodideal  haven’t bcen thene forages. Do xou know
what’s on?’

" ‘Let me see; We ve got a wide choice ofoptlons a cartoon,
a thriller, a love story ora detectwe ﬁlm What would you
prefer? -

‘1'd rather watch a cartoon. Cartoons are usually funny and
amusing. I enjoy watching them because they just bring out a
child in me. 1 think it’s a good way for us to relax aftera hard
working day at school. Do you agree with me?’ '

~*Oh no! Cartoons are. for little kids. I'm fed up wnth s:]ly .
cartoons like “Tom and Jerry”.’ '

‘I can’t agree with you! Modem cartoons are hke films wnh
exciting plots apd wnusual chara_cters And computer graphncs
makes them really colourful.” -~ . s

‘I wouldn’t say that. Of course, there are some really

fascinating cartoons bt on the whole their plots are rather
simple and predictablew As for me, 1 would pfefer to watch a
thriller. Thrillers are never boring and- the action in them pever
stops. Their story lines are full of surprises and suspense. I'm

. especially captivated by characters who go through dangers to
complete their mission. What do you think of it?*

- ‘It’s not a bad idea! Thnllers are usually very exciting and
full of special effects. However, they are also full of violence and
blood. I'm afrald I won't slecp well after watchmg it. I thmk
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we’d better watch a love story. | enjoy films about love because
they usually have happy endings. And the actors and actresses
are always so beautiful!’

‘Oh no! I hate love stories. 'I’hey are very boring. Besides,
I’ve seen the trailer of this film on the Internet. It’s a tragedy .
about unhappy love. 1 think we have enough problems in our
everyday lives so we should relax and watch something exciting.
What about a detective film?’ ;

‘Well, it’s possible. 1 enjoy detectives because of their
sophisticated story lines. There is always suspense up to the very
end. But some films are really frightening, aren’t they?’

‘Yes, they are but not in this case. This one is a
psychological film. The plot centres on the deductive ability of
the detective as he tries to unravel the crime by piecing together

- clues and circumstances. And the actor who stars in this film is
really talented so his acting should be brilliant. 1 think it’s rather
fascinating, isn’t it? '

‘Ohyes, itis. Ifit’s not too violent, let’s go and see it. I think
it’s the best choice for us.’

‘I’m with you there.’

Task 2

Your school is planning to hold the Arts and Crafts Week and
your class is going to take part in it. You and your friend are dis-
cussing what you could do. Consider the following options and
choose the one you both like most of all:

* g play or some sketches e 3 picture gallery

¢  a handicraft exhibition e aconcert

‘Qur school is planning to hold the Arts and Crafts Week
and our class is going to take part in it. Have you got any ideas?’

‘We could put on a play or some sketches. I know that some
of our classmates are thinking of an acting career so they will be
glad to take part in it. Besides, we could make our sketches
funny so that everybody will enjoy them.’

‘On the one hand, you are right because it’s very interesting
to put on a play. But on the other hand, this will mean a lot of
preparation work, including rehearsals. We are too busy now for
that. Besides, I don’t think we’ll be able to design good
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costumes. So we'd better arrange a-handicraft exhibition. We

" can ask our classmates to make something, for example, girls -
could sew or kit something wheréas boys could make different
models. 1 think evérybody will be happy and proud of their
work. What do-you think of it?’

‘Of course, knitting or model buuldmg are. ver_v popular
leisure activities. But I'm afraid we won’t be able to armnge
everyihing in such a short period of time.”

“Well, 1 agree that bandicrafis will take a lot-of preparanon' :

- and we're short of time. How about organising a picture gallery?
1 think everybody likes drawing or pamtmg s0 this idea may

- " appeal to our classmates. Besides, it won’t take long to collect
_pictures because many students have aJready had thmr own
collections of pictures. '

I don’t think it’s a good 1dea because not all our classmates
like to draw so not all of them have got pictures. In addition,

1 suppose some of our classmates won’t agree to display their -
“pictures so we won’t be able to organise a gallery. Moreover,
1 think that it’s very boring to go from one picture to another -
and just watch them Other pupils may be bomd with our
gallery.”

" “Why don’t we give a concert then? Most of our friends can
sing, dance or play musncal mstruments so we Il havc a
breathtakmg programime.”

= “Great idea! This won’t need a lot of' prcpamtton Asforme, .
I can play the piano and I’'m ready to perform some pieces of
music. Our girls go to a ‘dancing club and they cah dance
wonderfully Besides, we’ve got a rock group in our class, which
is very popular, That’s why I thmk our- concert wﬂl have
overwhelming success.”

‘Exactly! Of course we’ll need some rehearsats but P'msure
that everyone will enjoy them as we are ali fond of music. That's.
why [ think that giving a concert is tlie best what we could do.’

<1 totally agree wnh you '



7 uNTa3
. SPORTS AND HEALTH -

o TALKS

Task1 '

Give a talk on sports.

Remember to discuss: - - - _

‘wity people go iu for sports
mmmmmmmm

which sports you enjoy and why
whtmpreferdoing:wntchhgsportsorplayingmﬂs,why

a8

- Inmy oplmon, people can’t do without sport. The_v goin
for -sports for different reasons. First of all, sport helpsustostay
in good shape, to keep fit and to be healthy It makes people--
strong, fast and agile. What is more, sport builds our character;

\it teaches us to wint and to lose_as well as to overcome
difficulties. It goes without saying that sport makes us more
organised and better disciplined in our daily activities. Besides,
it’s a good way to spend your free time and to make new friends, -
. Some people argue that sport is not very useful. It takes 2 lot
of energy and time, Asaresultofgomgm for sports, people havé
broken legs and arms and other injuries. T agree with them that
some sports can be rather dangerous, for example, extreme
sports such as rock cllmbmg, white water rafting, dmng or
snowboanding because there is always & possibility of i injury.

Besides, 1 think that some professional sports can be rather

exhausting, for example, gymhastics, because professionat
sporismen train all day long and have to follow a special diet, -
which is not quite healthy. However, if you go in f‘orsports,mst -

for pleasure, to keep fit and to.stay healthy, then sport is = ~

- definitely useful. Some people jog every moming, some follow

fitness classes shown on TV, Young people usually put on their. -
roller-blades and skate in the streets and parks. Such sportsare

really good for our health. You needn’t be a profemonal'
sportsman tobehealthy
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" As for me, I enjoy dsﬂ‘crent sports suchas tennis, vollcyball
or skiing, but best of all I love swimiming because it isavery
good exercise for the whole body. Swimming helps me to stay in
good shape, to’ keeﬁﬁtandtobe healthy. Besides, it helps meé to
work off my extra energy. I would recommend it because it is so
convenient to do: you can do it when you like and for as longas
you like. Besides, this sport doesn’t require any complicated
equipment: yout just need a sw':mmmg costume or trunks and
perhaps a cap. You can swim in the sea ora nver, Or you ¢an go

' to a special swimming pool. -

When I go in for sports, I noLonly increase my fitness but

also get real pleasure. Playing different spoits gives me the
. increased sense. of individuality and helps to. acquire self-
confidence. That’s why L prefer going in for sports. On the nther
hand, it’s impossible to try all existing kinds of sports, That’s
why l also like to watch sports programmes on TV.:When 1.

© . follow sports events, I expand my outlook and get acquainted

with new kinds of sports because commenitators usually provide
us with additional information about sports and new sportsmen,
Besides, 1 enjoy watching sports champlonshlps because -am
proud of Russian sportsmen and 1 always support our (eams.
But of course waiching spoxts evcnts and domg sports are two
dlﬂ'erent thmgs : _

@

Is spott popular in Russaa‘? Why‘? :
Should professional sport be prohlbltcd" Why‘?
What attracts people to extreme spoits?
~ Is sport important to you? Why? - '
Do you go in for non-competstwe kmd of Sports like fish-
ing? Why? :
6. W’hlch do you prefer team sports or mdmdual sports" Why"

: -Taskz '

' ._Gmata]kontheproblennofgoodhealth e
Remember to discuss: -

L ] mnnwwmmmmmnmmm
o whether we ane healthier today than people were fifty years ago, why
& what people should/should not do fo be bealthy

* - why it is mecessary to visit the dentist twice a year

bl o h e
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I'believe it’s important to think about your health when you
are young because this is the age when your body is being
formed so if you don’t care about your health, you are likely to
have different diseases when you get older. Besides, the earlier
you acquire good health habits, the better. For example, you
should get used to cleaning your teeth and doing morning
exercises from the very early age.

In my opinion, we are healthier today than people were fifty
years ago because we are more health-conscious than they used
to be. Everybody understands that good health is above wealth.
To begin with, we have a better diet. In recent years eating
habits have changed. People started to eat healthy food, which
contains less fat and more fibre and is rich in vitamins. Salads,
beans, and fruit have taken the place of steak and ice cream.
And people today eat more fruit and vegetables than people did
fifty years ago. Of course, we also eat more fast food, but
generally 1 think our diet is better. Secondly, doctors have
learned how to cure more illnesses, so we live longer.

To be healthy, it is very important to do sports or at least
morning exercises as well as to spend a lot of time in the open
air. Doing a little exercise every day so as not to develop health
problems is something that all of us should consider. In
addition, we ought to avoid different bad habits that can affect
our health. In my opinion, smoking and drinking too much
alcohol are the worst ones. Smoking, for example, causes a
number of heart and lung diseases such as pneumonia and
cancer. As for me, I don’t smoke, because 1 don’t want to have
unhealthy skin and teeth. If we want to stay healthy, we should
also avoid less dangerous habits such as skipping meals, eating
unhealthy food or even overeating. If we eat too much, we’ll
become obese, and obesity leads to serious diseases. A lot of
people like drinking coca cola and coffee and enjoy pizzas and
hamburgers. But what is tasty is not always healthy so we should
try to eat only healthy food.

Teeth are very important for our health so it’s necessary to
visit the dentist at least twice a year to have a thorough check-
up. Even if you take excellent care of your teeth, you need to see
your dentist regularly so that he or she can check for problems
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that you may not see or feel. Tooth decay generally doesn’t 1

4

become visible or cause pain until it is in more advanced stages. 5.

Regular visits allow your dentist to find the signs of decay and
disease and treat problems at a manageable stage. This is called

i.
{
]

‘preventive dentistry’. If you don’t consult the dentist regularly, |
you'll have lots of cavities, and the infection may get into your '

body. Finally, you’ll end up losing all your teeth. To avoid this,

we should brush our teeth twice a day, eat healthy food and pay

regular visits to the dentist.

Personally | believe that regularity in life promotes our
health. Sleeping eight or nine hours, getting up early, regular |
meals, a healthy diet and going in for sports are really a good _5

way to live.

Guestons |

What good and bad health habits can people have?

In what way do bad habits affect people?

Why don’t some people get rid of bad habits?

What measures can be taken against taking drugs?

What are your health habits?

What is your personal attitude towards health?

What are the main health problems young people face
today?

8. Do you have any health problems? Why do you think you
havc them/you don’t have them?

N W=

Task 3

Give a talk on healthy nutrition.

Remember to discuss:

why it is important to eat healthy food

whether eating habits have changed in recent years, why
whether it is good to follow a special diet, why

what your eating preferences are, why

In my opinion, it’s very important to eat healthy food
because food is the main source of energy for our body. Not all
kinds of food are equally useful and junk food can even do harm
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to yout heafth. For example, fast food makes you fat and fat is
believed t6 Be one of the major causes of obesity and heart
disease. On the contrary, healthy food otmtain_s_the right -
balance of. protein, fat and carbohydrates and is vich in-
. 'vitamins, so.if we want to stay healthy, we should e&t only
“healthy food.

In recent years catmg habits have changed bccause people o

are now rnore health-conscious than-they used to be. The
fashion for healthy food is growing all the time. Peoplc are
encouraged to eat less fat and more fibre. High fibre foods and

- low fat foods can now be found in all shops anid supermarkets.
Moreover, new we have an opportunity to eat healthy dishes
from international cuisine. Dishes from China, for instance,
use very little oil and are much healthier than'the usual way of
frying. Another example is spicy foods from India, which clean

_ out the body’s system and help fight ilinesses.
© Many people feel they are too fat, even if their doctors
disagree. Perhaps, the most popular way to lose weight and
avoid gaining it is following a diet. Some people .count the
number of calories they eat every day; so that they can try to
take in fewer calories and lose weight. This is called a calorie-
controlled dict. On the one hand, it is good if you cut out snacks.
and desserts and cut down on fat. On the other hand, excessive’
dieting may be-dangerous, because people cut out foods which

- are necessary for their health. For example, some people refuse

- 10 eat meat as they consider it harmful. Thcy say a vegetarian
diet reduces the risk of cancer.and vegetarians five longer than

- others. I can’t agree with them because m_@a_t is an excellent -

_ source of good nutrition, In my opinion, it's wrong to putdown

a food simply because excmm amounts can cause hcalth
problems. .

As forme, I’'m not enthusmstlc about stnct dlenng but I try

. to eat only low-fat food, fruit and Vegétables, which are rich in

" vitamins. [ don’t have a sweet tooth so 1"'m indifferent to

chocolates and cakes. Besides, I want to have 'hea’rﬂ\'yteb'th.'--My _

favourite dish is fish and potatoes. Fish is very tasty and it is an

excellent source of phosphorus. | also - enjoy eating mcat

- because 1 think that consumed in moderste amounts, it is -

‘perfectly good for our health. Of course I sometimes go-to’



McDonalds. 1 enjoy eating Blg Mac butI don’t do rt very oﬁeu
beeause l undersm:d that n is jl.lllk food :

B Why do you think many people in our country don t take k
care of what they eat?
‘Do you know any diets? What arc ihey"
What is a healthy diet?
Do you follow any healthy diet? Why"
- Do you think that foIlomng a. diet ns the only 1 way to stay
_heaithy? Why? ' '
‘What are the most popular ways to avoid gammg welght" :
What i is a healthy way of hfe" ,

O

o

R DIAI.OGUES
: Task 1. : - -

You and your fnend are thmkmg of going in for sports and you
- are discussing what sport to take up. Consider the follomng op- .
' twnsand choose ﬂneoneyoubathlikemostofall

¢  skateboarding

* swimming

‘1 thmk we should g0 m for sports Sport will help us to keep '
fit and to be healthy.’ .
~ “I totally agree with you. It wﬂt make us strong fast and :
agile and will teach us to overcome dlfﬁcultles But what kind of
sport shall we take up?” - : :
- ‘I think ‘we can start _mggmg We have a wonderﬁtl park
' nea.rbywhemwe cai go running. It’s easy: we’ll nced only a pair
‘of trainers and a tracksuit. And jogging is a really good way to
stay in good:shape. Besides, we can-do it whenever we like, for:
example in the morning. What do you think of it?” '
““What? Jog in the moming? You must be mad! I can’t.stand
getting up early in the morning;: 1 feel too sleepy. And if the
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weather is bad, jogging is really awful. In addition, I wouldn’t
call it ‘a sport’. Sport involves exciting competitions whereas
jogging is too boring. Why don’t we take up skateboarding? We
can skate in the street or in the park and make a lot of new
friends. What is more, we could learn special tricks and take
part in street competitions. I think it’s really exciting, isn’t it?”

‘Of course it is but it's also dangerous because there is
always a possibility of injury. It’s a risky sport and | would never
dare to take risks for the thrill and excitement. As for me, I’'m
addicted to safety. Besides, you need a skateboard which is
rather expensive and some safety gear as well. I’d rathergo in for
some sport which doesn’t need any expensive equipment. What
about swimming? All you need is a swimming costume and
perhaps a cap. We can swim in the river in summer and go to the
swimming pool in other seasons. What’s you opinion?’

‘It’s not a bad idea but, to tell the truth, I can’t swim.
Besides, I’m afraid we’ll soon get bored with it.’

‘Well, it’s never too late to start learning and I’m sure you’ll
easily learn to swim. And if you want, you can take part in
different competitions so you’ll be interested in your progress.’

. “‘Still 1 prefer team sports because they are more exciting.
Let’s play basketball. I'm fond of this game, and when you play
it, you can make a lot of new friends. In addition, this sport
doesn’t require any expensive equipment. Do you agree with
me?’

‘l agree to a certain extent. However, | don’t like sports
games. You can’t always win and it’s very upsétting when you
lose.’ -

‘But we should learn how to win and to lose. Sport builds
our character.’ _

“You are right but if you want to play basketball well, you
need a coach as well as a basketball court and we don’t have any
basketball clubs nearby. That’s why I think it would be better for
us to go swimming. It’s a good exercise for the whole body and
you can go swimming when you like and as long as you like.
What is more, lots of our friends go to the swimming pool and
you’ll never feel bored.’

‘Really? 1 didn’t know that. Perhaps, you are right and
swimming will be the best choice for us.’
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-'l'ask 2 -

" Youand your friend are thinking of thebestwtolosewigtt.
Discuss the follomngopnonsand choosetheoneyoubothllh
most of all:

. cutoutsnacksmﬂmerts
o follow a special diet '
¢ use acupwnctwre
© ¢ joinafitness clab

.. ‘I think I’m too fat and it’s not good because fat can cause

different health problems. I feel | need to lose some weight.”
. ‘Sodol. Yesterday 1 couldn’t put on my jeans because they

were 100 tight for me. But what do you think i is the best way to
~ lose weight and avoid gaining it?’

‘1 think first we should cut out snacks and desserts
Snacking and eating between meals can be harmful, especially
- if you eat fast food, which makes you fat. As for me, | usually

- like to-eat something sweet before going to bed arid I think it’s
the main reason for my obesnty So we should try to eat only at
meal times.” ~

‘In a way, you are nght 1 also have snacks when 1 work on
my computer to relieve boredom or stress. And eventually lend
up eating twice as much as. I should. But 1 think that this won’t
solve our problem. If you continue eating high-fat food for
breakfast, dinner and supper, you’ll stay obese, even if you -
don’t strack:.1 think we-should compietely change our diet and
eat only healthy food. Have you heard of a calorie-controlled
diet?’

‘A calonc-controlled diet? What isit?

‘A calorie is the energy value of food. We should count the :
number of calories we eat every day, so that we can try to take
in fewer calories and lose weight. That means that we shouldtry -
to eat only low-fat and high-fibre food. Besides, it won’t be very.
difficult for us to do this because special foods for slimmers with
fewer calories can now be found in all shops and supermarkets. -
I’'m sure, that if we follow a diet, we’ll easily lose weight!”

"“Not exactily. A friend of mine was on a low-fat diet and
most of what she ate consisted. of non-fat food like cereal bars

108 -



‘and fat-free crisps. As a result, she was constantly eating

- because she never felt full and consnmed far more calories that
she needed. You may guess that'she cou_ldn’ﬂose wclght So I .
don’tthink that this way is very usefil.>

“Well, I can’t agree with you. Your friend’s diet was qulte
old-fashioned. Our diet should contain the right balance of

‘protein, fat and carbohydratcs and must be rich in vitamins. A
good breakfast of scrambled eges and mushrooms will mean”

~ that we will eat less during the rest of the day.”

' Anyway, it’s too boring to count calories and l’m afrald u
will take up a lot of time. Why don’t'we use acupuncture?
Nowadays people use sticking needles for everything from
giving up smoking to dealing with pain so this'method of losing
weight is very popular today. We have a Centre of Alfernative -
Medicine not far from our house so it wdl bc oasy for us to g0
there. What'’s your opinion?’. '

‘I don’t think it’s a good idea. To bcgm w1th ~alternative

-medicineisa rather new field in our country so we have very few
good specialists in it. That’s why it may be dangerous for our
health. Secondly, it’s rather expensive and I'm afraid | won’t be

- able to afford it. If you don’t want to follow a diet, let’sgoinfor
sport. We have a very good fitness club nearby, so we could

easily join some aerobic classes. It’s not very expensive, besides
we can get there some adwce about a healthy dlet or beauty

. treatment.”

‘Really? Great idea! Sport i is agoodwayto keep ﬁt Besides, N

_. wccaneatanddnnkasmuchaswcwnmbecauseweare :

burning italloff” c
*So, which way do you think we ahouid choose” :

- ‘lthmkgomgm forsportsmubethebcstwayforus.Among

the other benefits of regular exercise are a healthier heart,
 stronger bones, quicker reaction times and Iess suseeptlblhty to

. various illnesses.’

o cqmplctely agme.wnh you Let s jom a ﬁtmss club I



 UNIT 14 -
'I'RAVEI. AND TOU RISH

S TALKS
Task1- '
Give a talk on travelfing.

'Remembertod,tscuss
whtthemnstpopdartourlstdesjinaﬁonsaremdwhy

wbypeoplemferdiﬁ‘emntmofmmng
.wherewuhavetnveﬂedto

A lot of people travel nowadays It’s not surpnsmg because
distances between countries are becoming shorter due to the
development of transport. Today people have lots of good
reasons to travel. First of all, travelling is a part of people’s
education. It goes without saying that it’s always interesting to -
discover new places and new ways of life, to try foreign food and-
to listen to unusual musical rhythms. Besides, travelling is a.
good way to practise foreign languages. Aﬂother reason why -
people travel is 1o relax. City-dwellers usually like a quiet
holiday by the sea or in the mountains, with nothing to do but
walk and bathe and laze in the sun. F‘nally, more and more
. people nowadays travel around the world on business.

The most popular tourist destinations in summer are of
course seaside resorts in warm countries such as Spain, Italy or
Turkey because people want to enjoy swimming and sunbathing
as weil as different water sports and nice entertainment. These
" countries are closely followed by Australia and Canada whose
popularity is growing due to the personality and culture of the
‘people as well as the location and facilities on site. As for winter,
people flock in thousands to the slopes of popular skiing resoits
in the Alps such as Chamonix in France or Zermattin Switzer-
land because they have lots of comfortable hotels and offer .
wonderful opportunities for downhill skiing. People who enjoy
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v:s:tmg museums and art gallenes usuaﬁy g0 on stghtw;ms
- tours to countries like England, Germany or Greece.

. Themareabtofdﬁ&wntmemoftm%ﬁngandeachof
- them has its pros and cons. When people have to visit another
country, they prefer air travel because it’s faster than other
means of transport although it is the most expensive way of
“travelling. In othercases, it is more practical and economical to
‘g0 by train or bus. Modern trains are very comfortable. Besides,
you can enjoy a splendid view of the countryside. And if you are
huhgry, you can have a meal in the dining-car, Some people
- prefer travelling by sea which is very cxcmng. If the weather is
fine, you can relax on a large sun deck and enjoy the panogamic
view of the sea. But of course if you are sea-sick; travelling by
ship is not a good idea. A lot of people travel by car becausc it's -
rather convenient. They dan’t have to buy tickets and to carry
heavy higgage. They can stop wherever they wish and spend as

much time as they like at any place. Howéver, this way of

travelling is not as comfortable and quick as travclhng by plane
. orbytrain.

As for me, I'like travelling and I travel qmtc a Iot I have
already v;snted some European countries, for example, France,
Germany and Austria and was impressed by the beauty bfthplr
towns. | also enjoyed their national dishes which are really -

_ deficious. In summer my parents and I usually go to Bulgaria -
because it has a wonderful climate, a warm sea, clean beaches
and comfortable hotels. I have also been to England where |
had an opportunity to improve my knowledge of English. [
stayed with a host family and enjoyed their hospitality: It was

- fantastic because 1 was able to get to know the Enghsh hfestylc
aswellasto practlse the l(anguage SR o .

o Quesﬁons ]

' Do you enjoy. travcllmg'? Why'?

* What is your favourite way of travelling? Why"
Is it better to travel on your cwn or wnh your fnends/fm- -.
ily? Why? - :
‘What do you thmk is the best Soasofn for travellmg9

- Doyoutakea cametawnhyouwhenyoutmvd’*\vhy?

- Do youagree that travelting broadens the mind? Why? -

- What would you recommend to people who want 10 go

. travelling? _ o

:‘-‘:‘-"P‘:’“ Bk el ol o
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.Task 2

Give a talk on tourism.

Rmenbenodlscuss. ' _
mmmmmhmmm .
what had effects tourism has got, why

- how people can solve the problems of towrism
whethermmfororwmu'im.why :

e e s s

ln recefit years tourism has really taken off and today itis
the world’s second largest industry. It’s not surprising becausé
- millions of people all over the world are fond of travelling. And
- with advanices in transportation and information technology,
even most remote areas of earth are now coming within reach of
the traveller. Besides, package holidays have made travelling
‘much easier. What is more, tourism can bring substantial
economic gain to developing regions so countries are now
- building new hotels, creating new resorts and renovating their
_ places of interest trying to attract more tourists.
' But what are the bad effects of tourism? Most popu]ar
resorts are polluted and litter has become a major problem, A
lot of ancient monuments are being destroyed by unstoppabile:
march of tourism. For example, the prehistoric paintings at
Lascaux in France were being slowly ruined by the breath and
bacteria from 200,000 visitors a year. The caves have now been
closed to the public and a replica has been built. Many of great
cities of Eiwepe; sich as Lomdon or Rome, are now finding that
theirh:smmmnmsarefastbecommgoccupwdbywuﬁsts _
with clicking cameras and left by all local residents except for
the souvenir sellers, | _

So what’s the way out? In my opinion, tourism shomd be
given ‘a humanistic direction. Cultural and environmentat
groups should work together to assure that. tourism. can
maintain long-term benefits. Besides, governments should
create special programmes o support local residents and to
- protect cultural monuments. But first of all people should

- . change their attitude to tourism, We should try not to pollute .

our environment, try to accept dtﬁ‘emnt cuttures and support :
_ U'adluonal hfestyles. ' 3
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“ As for me, | enjoy travelling very much because travel
broadens the mind. It’s always intefesting to see other countries
and continents, to discover different ways of life, to meet
different people and to try foreign food. While travelling we can
see and learn a lot of things that we can never learn staying at -
home and watching TV or reading books: ki my opinion, we
shouldn’t re;ect tourism because of the bad effects it has. No
doubt. that it is extremely beneficial as it provides people with
jobs and brings substantial proﬁt for the country s economy,
But  am for tourism that minimises its-own environmental
impact, respects local cultures and- human nghts as weIl as
pnomotes knowledge and understandmg o

Why do people travel?
What are the effects of tourism?
What are the favoursite tourist destmanons in Rusma" Do‘
they have any problems because of tourists? .
4. Will the development of tourism bring economic. gam to
- Russia? Why do youthink so? .
Should - we reject tourism in omder {0 prenetve cu!ttmﬂ--
~ monuments? Why? "
6. What should wedotoatmwumto Rmmr.meamd_-
- towns? . :
7. Whattsmpomihlemism’ 5

ol Ao

L

: DIALOGUES
Task 1 _
Your class has WOn a neglonal contest and Im beenmmsled &
trip. You and your friend are discussing what trip eveiyone in
the class would enjoy. There are four opt:ons tochoose {mm but :
you have to décide on one trip only: - _

» adqhtheEmnDheyleM
& s woek in Moscow :

. mwmwamnw
‘o Sdaysat the staside in Turkey
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‘Hi! Have you heard the news? We ate the winners of the
reglonal contest and-we can choose a trip. from the following
options. Where would you like to go?” . _

‘I really don’t know. To tell the truth I havcn t been . any
of these places. A day in the European Disney Land near Paris
sounds very tempting. All these rides are great fun. Besides, it’s
a chance to visit France. We might have time to see Pans 1f we

‘don’t stay in the park the whole day.” - -

‘Don’t you think we are too old to enjoy this kmd of
entertainment and meeting cartoon characters?’ : _
. ‘Not at all. There are different attractions for all ages in
Disneyland Park. Besides, the park itself is very beautiful and

you can even miake a boat irip round a-wonderful island.”

. ‘I don’t think we’ll have enough time to see everythmg in
the park because it’s quite big. Anyway, one day is not enough
to get to know the city you travel to. What about spending a
week in Moscow?”

- “That would be great! There is so much to see there: lots of
museums and art galleries. Besides, I have always drcamed of
visiting Red Square and the Kremlin.’
~ ‘Sightseeing the whole week? lt s bormg We’ll be tm:d of
museums and gallenes '

“*Not at all. ‘And in the evcnmg we could visit one of the

theatres and see a world-famous performance. Besides, we
- could go on an unusual trip Moscow by Night. The city Tooks
- patticularly gorgeous with bnghtly illuminated streets and
_bulldmgs This tour creates really unforgettable impressions.” -
“Well, that sounds intéresting! But-I’'m afraid that many of
- our classmates have already been there and they won’t like this
idea. How about 10 day camping by a lake in Finland?®

“Camping? No way! We'll have to-make our meals and there

. are lots of mosquntoes near thc Iakc As for me, I am allerglc to

- their bites.” -

‘Well, you canusea speclal acrosol spray, can t ycm"I I Immv

- that all campmtm in Finland are well equipped and they ase
. usually in picturesque places: We could go boatmg or fishing.

T’msure we’ll have a great time there” =

: ‘Perhaps, you are right but we’ll depend on the weather

* What if it rains for the whole 10 days? I think it will be rather
dull there, R suggest going to Turkey and have a rest at the.
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: s&aside t's warm and sunny there. Beside, we could eat lots of
fruit and try national dishes. What’s your opimion?”
~ “Well, I can agree with you. We can have a great timie there
-to0: we can plas.r volleyball, football, swim in the sea and play
computcr samcs Besides, the hotels in Turkcy are comfortable
and the service is friendly.”  © .
“Right! It’s very relaxmg l’m sure cverybodyw:li enjoy thls
trip. So what’s our decision?’
' ‘th sgoto ankey and make the best of om' hohday

Task 2

You and your fnend are dlscussmg how to spcnd your summer
bolidays. Discuss the following optlons and choose the one you
‘both like most of all: _
¢ gotothe country house -
L ,go to the mountains
~o gototheseaside
. g0 ona ﬁgbtseelng tour

‘Wow, we have our summer hohdays at last' What shall we
do? Shall we go to our country house” We can swim in the lake -
and go fishing as usual. We can also play football with our
friends. I hope we’ll win this year.” ..

‘Oh, no' Let’s try something different! lt $ S0 bonng in thc
country when the weather is bad. And the forecast says this
summer will be very rainy. Besides, there is absolutely nothing
t0.do in the-evening. As for me, [ have always dreamed of going
to the mountains. It’s so exciting! We could enjoy wonderful
vnews, watch rare plants and drink pure water fmm moumam
rivers,” -

‘Mountaineering is dcﬁnltcly not my cup of tea' t’rn not ‘
strong enough and a mountain trip might be rather exhaustmg ‘
for me. Besides, it might be dangerous, too. There'is always a
possibility of injury and I am not a risk taker. Why not go to the
-~ seaside? It’s nice and warm there.* )

“Seaside? There s not much to do except staymg on the
beach all the time. As for me, 1 like active hohdays Bcsrdes air
-tickets and hotel aocommodatnon could bc cxpenswc
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‘But-we could go by car and rent a room in a private house.
It won’t be very expensive. And in the evening we could go for
awalk or to the cinema.’

‘Then we’ll have to cook ourselves. In this case, we’d better
go camping. It’s very cheap. Besides, we will be able to combine

swimming in the sea with wonderful walks in the woods for |
berries and mushrooms. And if we’re tired of one place, we can |

go to another and enjoy new picturesque scenery.’
‘Oh no! I can’t stand living in a tent. I'd prefer something

more comfortable. If you want to change places | suggest going

on a sightseeing tour.’

*Sightseeing tour? What is it?’

‘If we go on a sightseeing tour, we'll be able to visit many
world famous sights, enjoy museums and galleries, and learn a
lot of interesting things.’ '

‘That sounds exciting! We could take lots of photos and
show them to our friends. Besides, it’s a great opportunity to
make new friends. But won’t it be too expensive?’

‘Not at all, because we’ll travel by coach and stay at

inexpensive but comfortable hotels.’
' ‘Great! Let’s choose a sightseeing tour. When shall we
leave?’

Task 3

You and your friend are going to travel during your summer hol-
idays. Discuss the following destinations and choose the one you
both like most of all:

. Chh_.

Australia

UK

USA

‘So, where shall we go this summer? As for me, I’d rather go
to China. I have always dreamed of visiting this exotic country.
Just imagine tasting Chinese food! Besides, we can buy exotic
souvenirs and even see the Great Chinese Wall!’

‘Oh, no. It’s too crowded there! And it’s dangerous to travel
to China because we can catch a serious disease. As for Chinese
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food, it’s too spicy for me. Besides, I can’t eat with chopsticks.
And you?’

‘Neither can 1. Well, then, let’s go to Australia. It’s also a
unique country with different exotic animals. 1 have always
wanted to see a platypus or a wombat. And if we stay at the
seaside, we can learn windsurfing. It’s very popular there.’

‘1 don’t think that going to Australia is a good idea, It’stoo
far. I don’t feel like spending so much time on board the plane.
We’ll be jet-lagged, I’m afraid. Besides, the tickets are rather
expensive. What is more, the ocean is full of dangerous
creatures and I don’t want to be eaten by a shark.”

‘But we can practise our English! Moreover, we’ll be able to
compare Australian English and British English. I think it’s
worth our efforts.’

‘Well, if you want to practise your English, why not go to
the UK. It’s much closer to Russia and it won’t take us long to
get there. More than that, we can buy a package tour and visit
famous towns and cities, can’t we?’ ‘

‘Yes, we can, but | hate package tours, because there are too
many excursions. Besides, I have already been there twice.
Great Britain is- too traditional. What 1 need is new
impressions!’

‘Well, what about the USA? Have you been there?’

‘No, I haven’t been there yet. But it takes you a long time to
get a visa to the USA. And the tickets are rather expensive, I'm
afraid.’

‘Not as expensive as to Australia or China. It’s a great
chance to learn more about America and to make a lot of new
friends because Americans are very sociable. Besides, we'll be
able to compare American English and British English. What
do you think of it?’

‘Perhaps, I'll agree with you. Amcnca is an unusual
country. I have always wanted to see skyscrapers. And I think
-we’ll never have a chance of going there again. I’m already
looking forward to climbing the Statue of Liberty.’

‘So am 1. And we’ll see lots of other places of interest, too,
for example, the White House and the Capitol.’

‘That’s great! Let’s go to the USA this summer.’
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CUNIT 15
-WORK -

TALKS
Task 1

Give a talk on the kind of career you are lnterested in.
Remember to discuss:

¢ what jobs are popular with teenagers nowadays and why
* who influenced your career choice and how *

*  what you like about your future career, why

*  why you think you would be a good specialist

Today there are thousands of different kinds of jobs and new
ones are constantly appearing. Among the jobs that are most
popular with teenagers are those in economic, tourist or
computer fields. Take the profession of a manager, for example.’
In my opinion, it’s a very intesesting job because it involves
working ‘with people. Besides, if you cope with all. the
challenges of this job, you can be promoted to the position of a
director and get a very high salary. Of course, you can become

'something like a computer programmer or a web designer
because computers are an essential part of our everyday lives
today. So we can say that our society needs people who can
work with computers and write computer programmes. That’s
why this profession is so popular today. As for me, I would like
to become a tourist agent or a holiday representatwe, because a
- 1ot of people travel nowadays.

Parents and friends play a very important rofe in our chome

My mother works for an international tourist company as a

. managing director. It is a highty paid job and it offers a lot of
opportunities. You can trave! abroad and meet different people.
My mother is a friendly person and she is easy to talk to. She
advised me to choose this career. Besides, some of my friends
want to work in this area, 100, and it’s very :mportant for me to
continue studying with friends.
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Today tourism is one of the world’s largest industries. In my
opinion, it’s very interesting to work in tourism because you will
have to deal with the problems and needs of holidaymakers and
plan trips and tours that will please everyone. Besides, this
profession is highly paid and I want to be able to buy everything
I need with my salary. What’s more, the perks of this job include
free travel and living abroad.

I can say that I’m very communicative and I like working
with people. Besides, I’'m very organised and hard-working.
What’s more, | like travelling and I’m ready to go wherever the
company will send me. So I think I can become a good holiday
representative or a tourist manager. But | understand that to
make a good specialist in this field I should have good
education, extensive knowledge of the world and experience of -
travel. And of course I must know several foreign languages. So
after finishing school I will try to enter a university or a college
and to continue my education.

Questions |

1. Which are the most prestigious professions today? Why?

2. What are the pros and cons of your future profession?

3. Why do you think your future professxon is important
today?

4. Do you think it will be easy to find a good job when you
graduate from the university? Why do you think so?

5. Can our hobbies help us in choosing our future career?
How?

Task 2

Give a talk on choosing your future career.

Remember to discuss:

¢ whether it is easy to choose your future career, why

® what factors people should consider when they make a choice

¢ whether you would like to follow in your parents’ footsteps, why
e what is important for you in your future profession, why

e F"nmshmg school is the beginning of an independent life for
milhons of school-leavers. Many roads are open before us:
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technical schoals, colleges and universities. Centuries ago there
were only a few jobs: people were farmers, bakers, butchers or

_ carpenters. Today there are thousands of different kinds of jobs,

and new ones are constantly appearing. No wonder that it is not

an easy thing to make the right choice, Besides, at this age we

don’t know for sure our preferences and abilities, which makes
our choice even more difficult.

When choosing a future career, we should consnder
different factors. In my opinion, money is one of the imost
important factors when you make a choice. | think everybody
wants to earn as much as possible. Further training, promoiion
prospects and job conditions shouid be also taken into account.

R,
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Besides, you ought to decide whether you want to work indoors
~-or outdoors, On the other hand, it’s good when you get
satisfaction from your job. So it’s very important to choose a .
profession that suits your interests. ‘Finally, to make the right
choice you should take into account your abilities and traits of

- character.

f don’t thinkit’sa right decision to foliow inthe footstcps of .:

a parent or a relative if you are not interested in this profession.

Although my ‘parents are doctors, 1 don’t seem to be very -

-interested in caring for others and helping them with their
problems. For such prafessions like medicine you have to be
very good at chemistry and I am -not much of a chemist.

_ Besides, Pm not very patient and I’m afraid of blood. That’s

why I don’t want to choose. my parents’ profession. My fathier is

a friendiy person and he is easy to talk to. He also believes that

I must chodse my future occupation accord'mg to my taste and

_ preferences. 1 have always been interested in economics and -

I enjoy workmg with people so I'd like to become a. manager
Tcan'ti imagine myself doing anything else.

Of course [ would like to have.a well-paid job ia the future

‘because | enjoy travelling and | would like to see the world.
. Besides, I’'m very keen to be successful so promotion prospects.
. are also important for me. My ambition .is to work as a

' managing director of a large company. However, for me

choosing a career is not only a matter of future prestige and
wealth. First of all, my fature profession shouid be mterestmg
and bring real satlsfactlon That’s the way I see it.
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Which are the most prestigious professions today?

2. What professional field can you work in? What are you
good at? :

3. Which of your personal qualities will help you in your

future profession?

What are the pros and cons of your future profession?

Why do you think your future profession is important

today?

6. Do you think you will need English for your future career?

—

v

DIALOGUES
Task 1

You and your friend are discussing your future occupation. There
are several options to choose from but you should agree on the
one you both like most of all:

a waiter/a waitress

a programmer

a sales representative

an English teacher

‘Have you decided what occupation to choose?’

‘Not yet because it’s rather difficult to make the right
choice. When 1 was younger, I dreamed of becoming a
waitress.’

‘Really? Why?’

‘First of all, I’'m very sociable and | enjoy working with
people. If you work as a waitress, you meet different people
every day and you can even meet some celebrities if you work in
a popular restaurant. Besides, this work isn’t very difficult and
doesn’t require special qualifications.’ .

‘Well. I wouldn’t say that. 1f you work every day, it may be
rather tiring. Just imagine that you won’t be able to sit the whole
evening! Moreover, this job is not very well paid and I want to
be able to buy everything 1 need with my salary. Of course
waiters get tips from their clients but 1 would feel humiliated if
people left me tips. I’d like to have a more respectable job.’
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- “And what would you like to doin the ﬁ:ture?’

“‘For example, I don’t mind working as a programmer. I'm
crazy about computers and I enjoy playing cémputer games. -
Cormputers are an esséntial part of our cveryﬂay lives today. So

" we can say that our society needs people who can work with .
computers and write computer programmes. That’s why this
profession is so popular today.’

" *I'm afraid you don’t really undemtand that computer
programmimg is a very challenging job. Playmg computer
games and writing computér programmes are two different
things. You must be good at maths and possess logical
reasoning. Besides, you will have to work to tight deadlmes and
it’s very difficult.’

“Yes, I agree with you. But programmers can work from
home and I wouldn’t like to work in an office all day.”

‘Of course that is a great advantage but, in my opinion, it’s -
rather boring to stay at home all day long and write computer
programmes. And don’t forget that workmg_ on computer for a
long time can cause different heaith problems. As for me, I

~ would prefer a more active job. What about working as a sales
representative? It’s a highly paid job and you commumcatc
with people so you’ll never get bored.’

‘It’s not a bad 1dea although. it does have some
disadvantages.’

‘Really? What are thcy"' - _

‘First of all, the salary of sales Teps is usually not very hlgh
because they are on -commission, If you are on commission,
how much you earn depends on how much you seH. If you want -
to earn enough-money, you'll have to work quite a lot — about
60 or 70 hours per week. In this case you won’t be able to see
your family very much. Besides, you’il have to be prepared to do
- a Jot of travelling because most sales reps spend their workmg
day on the road orin the air.’

*Oh no, this job is dcﬁmtciy not for me because 1 don’t like
travelling. There is always a possibility of accident as our roads
are 100 busy nowadays. And why don’t we become teachérs?
Qur favourite subject is English and we’re really good at it. So
we may work as English teachers.’
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‘Well, Llike English but I’m not sure that I'll be able to work
at scheol. 1 think it’s very difficult to teach modern teenagers
be: they are so naughty.’

“That’s right but we could teach younger children and they
usually behave well in the classroom. As for me, 1 like kids very
much, They are so funny!’

‘So do I! And what about a salary? Is it a well-paid job?’

‘Well, nowadays teachers have high salaries. Besides, they
have quite a big holiday in summer so we could have a good
rest.’

‘That’s a great advantage. Besides, we’ll be able to go on
different tours with our pupils so this job is very interesting.

‘And very challenging too. I'm sure we’ll never get bored
with it.’

‘I completely agree with you. I think the best choice for us
is to work as English teachers.”

Task 2

You and your friend have decided to work part-time so as to earn
some pocket money. Discuss the following options and choose
the one you both like most of all:

working as a librarian

babysitting

delivering newspapers

errand-running

“What do you think of working part-time so as to earn some
pocket money?’

‘It’'s a good idea. I've always dreamed of gcmng some
working experience. But what can we do?’

‘There are lots of part-time jobs for teenagers. For example,
we.could work in a library. This work includes putting books in
their proper places on the shelves and helping people to find
what they are looking for.’

‘In a library? In my opinion, it’s the most boring job in the
world. I wouldn’t like to stay ail day in a stuffy library with no
one to speak to.’

‘But you’ll have loads of fascinating books around you and
you can spend your free time reading them. To my mind, it’s a
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great opportunity to expand ouf outlook. What’s more, if we
work in our schootl library, we'll-be able to make lots of new
friends at school. I think it’s great.’
_ ‘No, that work doesn’t suit me. Books collact dust on the
shelves and I’m allergic to it. What about babysitting? This
business is booming now because most young mams need help
with their newborn babies. As for me, | like being with kids.’

‘So do I, but I don’t think we’ll earn a ot of money that way

because we don’t have much free time.’
~ “If we team up, we’ll be able to say ‘yes’ more oﬁen and
increase the amount of work we’re offered.’

“That’s .a good idea. However, we don’t have -any
qualifications so we’re unlikely to get this job. Let’s try
delivering newspapers. This work doesn’t take up a lot of time.
We could deliver newspapers early in the morning or late in the
evening. And as we’ll spcnd much time walking, we’ll be fit and

healthy.”
" “Oh no, | think thls work is rather difficult. You’ll have to-
carry a heavy bag with newspapers and it’s not qultc good for
ourhealth. Besides; I can’t get upearly inthe mommg and1feel
very sleepy. This job is definitely not for me.’

‘What do you suggest then?”

‘How about ermnd-mnmng" We could work for busy '
people or small businesses. There are thousands of small firms,
which do all sorts of things: printing, computer programming, .-
advertising and so on. Many of these could really benefit from a
part-time helper who is reliable and mature. So it’ll be easy for -
usto ﬁnd ajob. Bemdes, we could learn a lot about the world of

‘Great' I have always wanted to learn how a busmmworks
from the inside out. This work may help us choose our future
occupauon, In addition, it’s not difficult and we won’t have to
stay in the office all the time. So let’s choose errand-running.’

‘Ttotally agree with you. This job really appeals to me.”



UNIT 16
YOUNG PEOPLE IN MODERN SOCIETY

TALKS
Task 1

Give a talk on teenage groups and movements.

Remember to discuss:

why teenagers join different groups and movements

what subcultures are popular with teenagers nowadays

why adults are against teenage subcultures

whether you would like to join any subculture, why/why not

A lot of teenagers join different groups and movements
nowadays. Why? Perhaps it is the lack of any other way to
express themselves that attracts young people to different
subcultures. Maybe they protest against their parents or rebel
against the older generation. In my opinion, the main reason of
joining the group is the ability to show your solidarity with like-
minded friends. There are a lot of different subcultures
nowadays, so young people can find a group or a movement
that will suit their interests.

A subculture is any group with a distinct style and identity.
There are a lot of subcultures with their own beliefs, values,
fashion and favourite music which are popular with teenagers
nowadays, Among them are Emo, Straight Edge, Punk, Goth,
Hip-Hop subcultures and others. One of the most recent
subcultures is Cyber. Science-fiction inspired fashion and an
interest in electronic dance music are two areas that define the
Cyber subculture. Cybers also tend to have a general interest in
new and future technology and an optimistic view of its
influence on society.

Some people think that all subcultures are awful. Of course
we must admit that not all groups are peaceful. Some of them
are rather rebellious. Sadly, they are prepared to physically hurt
people in an attempt to get their message across. For example,
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‘punks are opposed to the values, fiorms and malenallsm inthe ;
society. They express this in loud and violent music, strange
clothing and hair of unusual colours. What’s more, many of
teenage subcultures are associated with drugs and violence.
. However, a lot of teens think about changing the world to the
best, for example, hippies. Today hippies are more socially
active. They set up enwronmental groups and join -charity
" projects. .
~ I'would like to join some group of Goths because [ approve
of their lifestyle. Goths see the world as a dark place and like it
“that way. I completely agree with them because our life is very
difficult. Goths make a statement with their fashion as well as
_ with their philosophy. With startlihg white make-up, black or
purple hair, black lipstick and- fingernails, these people
certainly stand out in the crowd. 1 also like black colouss, so-l
think it is an ideal subculture for me. Of course, when I join the
group, 1 will have to obey certain rules, but on the other hand
belonging to a group will help me to express my mdwu‘!uahty

Questions [ Ny
Why did dlfferem subcultures appear? - '
Does belonging to a group help so express one's mdmdual-
ity or not? ' :
- What is easier: to _lOll'l a group or to leave n‘? Why"
Do you becorme different or stay the same when you join a
group?
. Would you like to helong toa teenage group? Why?
. What is your ideal subcuiture? Why?

Task 2 -

Give a'talk on teenage relationslﬂp
. Remember to discuss; - B
¢ what problems teenngers can face
. howteemgetscaneopew!ththeirpmblems
‘» -whether you are a sociable person, why
. whetherm’vegotmyproblemsinyourfanﬂy, why/whynot
' Being a teenager has never been easy. Teens can face alot

of problems with their parents, friends; teachers, and so on. For
example, some teenagers may be teased by their older brothers

o .M»_ N
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and sisters, others feel embarrassed every time they go shopping
with their mums. Many of teenagers are jealous of their best
friends because they’ve got a better CD player or a mobile
phone. Besides, young people often split up with their
boyfriends or girlfriends and it’s very difficult for them to get
over this painful experience. They feel rejected and miserable.
Moreover, quite a lot of teens have arguments with their parents
when they are overprotective or keep nagging about their kid’s
schoolwork.

Who and how can help teenagers to cope with their
problems? I believe that all problems need to be talked about
and sorted out. If you have any problem, the best way is to talk
to someone and to share your feelings. First of all, try talking to
your parents and friends. They may offer you some advice and
can really give you a helping hand. Of course sometimes
teenagers don'’t feel like discussing their problems with friends
or parents because they are afraid of misunderstanding. These
feelings are normal, but it does help to talk. In this case it might
be a good idea to consult a psychologist. Very often it’s better to
talk to a complete stranger about your problems rather than
someone you know really well. Psychologists are professionals;
they will listen to you sympathemally and offer advice where
appropriate.

As for me, 1I’m rather a sociable person as 1 make friends
easily. [ geton chI with all my classmates and we enjoy chatting
and sharing our thoughts and feelings. Besides, I always help
them if they have difficulties in doing their homework. Of
course, we don’t always agree about everything but we easily
sort out all our disagreements. We have a very close but easy-
going relationship.

I also. get on very well with my sister and she is my best
friend, even though she’s three years older than me. We go out
together almost every weekend, and we always have fun. My
sister doesn’t tease or bully me. In fact, we’ve never had a
serious argument! Unfortunately, I can’t say that I have no
problems with my parents. I’m just a basic teenager and I want
to go out and have fun with my friends. But I have no freedom
at all. My parents are always trying to know what [ am doing and
with whom. All they ever want to do is to talk about how 1
should focus on my school. They don’t understand that there
can be more important things for teens than good marks in their
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school-leaving certificates. Nevertheless, I try to get on well
with them as 1 understand that they do love me and just worty
about my future. So I try not to upset them.

“Guesions ]

Are you an introvert ot an extrovert? What does it mean?
How do you get on with your classmates and teachers?
How important is friendship to you? Why?

Are you closer to your friends or to your family? Why?

Do your parents allow you to do everything you want? Why?
What would you do if you had a serious personal problem?

DIALOGUE

ERLS S

Task 1

You and your friend are thinking of joining some teenage group.
Discuss the following options and choose the one you both like .

- most of all: .
* puonks - . & goths
*  hackers ¢ hippies

‘“Why don’t we join some teenage subculture? 1t will help us
to find new friends and to express our individuality.’

‘Well, it’s a good idea. But what subculture can we join?’

‘I suggest joining a group of punks because they are very
unusual. With their brightly coloured spiked hair and shocking
clothes punks reaily stand out of the crowd. Besides, I’'m fond
of their music. What do you think of it?’ :
. ‘As for me, I consider their music too aggressive and their

lyrics often contain oppositional themes.”
' ‘But they are opposed to the values, norms and matenahsm
inour society and 1 agree with them.’

‘In my opinion, they rebel not only against the negative
aspects of our society. They are full of hate and so they reject
everything. I believe that teens shouldn’t be so violent.

" ‘Perhaps, you are right. And what do you suggest?’

‘Let’s join a group of hackers. We are both fond of
computers and hackers are the wizards of the computer
community. They can do things with them that seem magical.
What is more, they are rather peaceful and they don’t protest
-against their parents and the society.’
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‘I wouldn’t say that. Lots of hackers break into computers
of banks and offices and steal money. In my opinion, they are
all criminals. And don’t forget that if you use computer for a
long time, you become addicted to it. Computer addiction is
very dangerous and can even lead to mental health problems.
That’s why 1 wouldn’t like to join this group. What about
_ joining a group of Goths?’

‘Goths? You mean these strange teens with startling white
make-up, black lipstick and black hair. They are terrible!”

“You see, Goths see the world as a dark place but they like it
that way so they are rather peaceful. The members gather
together to read Bram Stoker and talk about being vampires,
and about the end of the world. I completely agree with their
philosophy because our life is very difficult.’

‘As for me, I’'m afraid of vampires and 1 don’t think that our
world is a dark place. On the contrary, I’m sure that our life is
changing for the better. That’s why | picture our world as
colourful and sunny rather than dark. Besides, I don’t feel like
wearing dark clothes because they make me look older. I'd
rather wear something bright and colourful.’ .

‘Then we’d better join a group of hippies. I’'m sure you'll like
this subculture because they are not violent. Hippies believe in
peace and one of their favourite sayings is’Make love, not war’.’

“Yes, 1 know this subculture and 1’'m fond of their music.
But I've heard that hippies are associated with drugsand [ don’t
want to become a drug addict.’

‘In a way, you are right. In the past hippies were also
opposed to the normal standards of the society and used drugs
to show their disagreement. But today hippies are more socially
active. They set up environmental groups and join charity
projects. They express their philosophy by dressing in unusual
clothes and having long hair.’

‘1 agree that we should join this subculture because it is very
unusual with its own style distinct from others. Another reason
is that hippies want to change the world to the best. In my
opinion, teens must not only criticise the society they live in but
they should also think how to improve it.’

‘I completely agree with you. This is the best subculture
for us.’



USEFUL LANGUAGE

In general I quite agree .. “That’s how | feel too.

Iabsolutcly/completely/tmally :
agree that ..

Ican’t but a_gree wrth you!

- Fam of the same opinion,

You’vé got a point. -

[ feck the same.

-_me

. Um afraid 1 ‘have ‘to disagree
{with) ...
{ don't really agree. Dou’t you
think..? . :
lwouldn’tsaythat. .
" . [ can see your point, but ...
I see what you mean, but ...

3. Expressing doubt
I maybe wrong, but I belleve
that ...

h Imnotrea]lysune butltlunk

. that.. .
. Prohably it"s true; but b thmk

* 4. Making additions
Let meaddthat... -~
I would like toadd that ... . -
Ishouldadd ... -
5, Making suggesﬂom
1 suggest/P’ d stggest going to the
cinema. : .
Let’s clwose photography.
Why don’t we go for a walk?
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I'm with you there. .

You're quite right, /That’s nght
Exactly‘ :

In a way, you are tight.

I partly agree with you.

- lagreeton ccna'in.emnt:, it ...

' You could be right, but 1 think

“That’s not true at alit

'm sorry, but | can’t agree -

I don’t think that-..

- Not exactly! . .

On the contrary, ...

I can’t believe that ...

" 1don’t think that ..,

I doubt that ...
However, ...

In addmon,

Tt’s necessary to remember that

By the way, ..

Why not go for a walk?
What about watching TV?

.How about playing chess?



6. Giving examples

..., forexample, ..,
..., for instance, ...

7. Expressing likes/dislikes

I like it because ...

1 really enjoy travelling.

I’'m fond of collecting.

I’m keen on books by Tolkien.

I'm fascinated by London.

I’m captivated by the story line of
this book. '

8. Expressing preference/wish

I’d like to see London some day.
I’d rather travel by bus.

You'd better go home.

I"d prefer to stay at home.

9. Expressing opinion/giving reasons

1 think ... because ...

1 suppose that ...

Well, it seems to me that ...
I’m sure that ...

I do feel that ...

1 find it interesting ...
It's very important ...
The point is that ...

To begin with ...

First of all, .../Firstly, ...
Second, .../Secondly, ...
Third, ...

Besides, ...

What is more, ...
Moreover, ...

More than that, ...
Finally, ...

On the one hand, ...

On the other hand, ...
Nevertheless, ...

In conclusion, ...

...suchas...
550 BAKE 3

I’'m extremely interested in the
history of the UK.

I don’t like porridge.

I hate rap music.

I can’t stand watching silly
commercials.

I’m bored by soap operas.

If 1 were you ...

1 prefer watching adventure films
to (rather than) (watching) ro-
mantic comedies.

That’s why I think that ...

As forme, ...

In my view, ...

To my mind, ...

In my opinion, ...

Personally, ...

As far as my personal qualities are
concerned, I can say that ...

As to British climate, ...

1 have another opinion.

‘Idon’t care ...

To tell the truth, ...
Frankly speaking, ...
To be honest, ...

* Onsecond thoughts ...

To cut a long story short ...

It can’t be denied that ...

We must admit that ...

1t goes without saying that ...
There is no doubt that ...

On the whole, I believe that ...



CULTURAL READER

Great Britain

The Umted Kirigdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(thie UK) is the official name of the British Kingdom, It occupies

: i
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most of the territory of the British Isles and consists of . four

countries. They are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edlnbumh, Cardiff and
Belfast.

The UK is situated off the west coast of . Europe between the
Atlantic Ocean on the north-west and the North Sea on the east. It

. is separated from the European continent by the English Channel. -

' The narrowest part of the-English Channel is called the Strait of
Dover. The total area of Great Bntam is over 244, 000 square
kilometres, - :

The UK is an island state: it is madc up of two largc islandsand
several much smaller onés: The two main islands are Great Britain
to the east and Ireland to the west. They are separ_'ated by the Irish
Sea, Geograplucally, the istand of Great Britain is subdivided into
two main regions — Lowland Britain and Highland Britain. Low-
land- Britain comprises southern and eastern England. Highland
Britain consists of Scotland, most of Wales, the Pennines, and the
Lake District. The Mountams are. not very high. The highest
mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland (1343m). England is separated
from Scotland by the Cheviot Hills, running from east to west. -

There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain, but they are not very
long. The Severn is the longest river, while the Thames is the
deepest and the most important one. The chief river in Scotland is
the Clyde. Great Britain has many beautiful lakes. The best known

. of them is long narrow Loch Ness, legendary home of the faimous

monster. ‘On the north-west side of the Perinine system lies the

- Lake District, containing beautiful lakes.

The largest cities of Great Britain are London. Bmmngham
Liverpoo!, Manchestes, Sheffield, Leeds, Edmburgh Glasgow,
Cardiff and Belfast. -

The population of the United Kingdom is over 57 m:lhon
people. English is the official language. But some people speak

132



Gaelic in western Scotland, and Weish —in parls ot' norlhem and
central Wales,

. Thedifferent parts of Britain havethelmwnemhlem& The red
rose is the national emblem of England. The thistle is the national
embiem of Scotland. The daffodils and the leek are the emblems of
Wales. And the shamrock is the national emblem of Ireland.

The flag of the United Kingdom is known as the Union Jack.
It is made up of three crosses: the cross of St. George (the patron
saint of England), the cross of $t. Andrew (the patron saint of
Scotland) and the cross of St. Patrick (the patron saint of lreland)

Britlsh Climate

The climate of Great Britain is more or less the same as that of
the north-western part of the European mainland. The populas
belief that it rains all the time in Britain is simply not true. In fact,
London gets no more rain in & year than mast other European
cities, The amount of rain that falls on a town in Britain depends on
- where it is. Genemlly speakmg the further west you go, the more .
rain you get.

‘The climate of Gmal Britain is rmld and temperate dueto lhe
influénce of the Gulf Stream. That means that it'is néver too hot or
100 cold. ‘Snow is a regular feature of the higher areas only.
Occasionally, in lower-lymg parts wmten: canhe \wthout sBow at
all.

Usually the temperatune is between 5 below mero and 23 above
zero. The driest period is from March to June and the wettest
months are from October to January, It seldom snows heayily in
winter,.frost is rare. January and February are usually the coldest
months; July and: August.are the warmest ones. Sometimes the
wind brings whirlwinds or hurricanes. Droughts are rare. .

The lack of extremes is the reason wity, on the few occasions
when it gets very hotor very frosty, the countsy seems to be totaily
unprepared forit. A bit of snow and a few days of frost and the trains
stop working and the roads are blocked. I the température goes
above 27°C, people behave as if they were in-Sahara and the -

temperature makes front-page—headhnes, But these: tlnnsshappen .
so rarely that it is not worth organising life to be reedy fortheay, -

The bad reputation of Britain’s climate is due to its
changeability. Thereis a saying that Britain doesn’t have & climate,
it only has weather. But English weather is never the same two days -

- rupning. One day it rains, the next day it may be sunny and then it
may be cold again. 1t may not rain very much altogether, but you-
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can never be sure of a dry day. There can be cool days in July and

some quite warm days in January. . .

. . S0, we may say that the British chmate has three main features. :
it is mild, humid, and changeabie. This humid and mild climate is

good for plants and flowers. That’s why Great Britain is such a

green country, with long rich grass for ihe cattie and sheep, and

beautiful lawns in the gardens.

National Stereotypes

There are certain stereotypes of national character which are
well known in Britain. For instance, the Irish are supposed to be
great talkers, the Scots have a reputation for being careful with
money, the Welsh are renowned for their singing abilities, and the
English are considered to be reserved. These characteristics are, of
course, only caricatures and are not reliable description of
individual people from these countries.

British people give a relatively high value to the everyday
personal contacts. Some writers on Britain have talked about the
British desire ‘to belong’, and it is certainly true that the pub, or the
working man’s club, or the numerous other clubs devoted to
various sports and pastimes play a very important part in many
people’s lives. Many people rhake their social contacts through
work and, partly as a result of this, the profession is also important
aspect of their sense of identity. British people try to appear as if
they belong to as high class as possible, though nobody wants to be
thought of as ‘snobbish’. -

The British have few living traditions and are too
individualistic to have the same everyday habits as each other.
They are rather proud of being different. However, this does not
mean that they like change. They don’t. They may not behave in
traditional ways, but they like symbols of tradition and stabiiity.
The British are rather conservative and their conservatism can
combine with their individualism. Why should they change just to

.be like everyone eise? Indeed, as far as they are concerned, not
being like everyone else is a good reason not to charige. Their
driving on the lefi-hand side of the road is a good example to this.
Systems of measurement are another example. The British
government has been trying for many vears to get British people to
use the same scales that are used nearly everywhere else in the
world. But everybody in Britain still shops in pounds and ounces.

The modern British are not really chauvinistic. Open hostility
to people from other countries is very rare. If there is any

_ . . .
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chauvinism at all, it expresses itself through ignorance. Most
British people know remarkably little about Europe and who lives
there. The popular image of Europe seems to be that it is something
to do with the French.

1t is probably true that the British, especially the English, are
more reserved than the people of many other countries. They find
it comparatively difficult to indicate friendship by open displays of
affection. For example, it is not the convention to kiss when
meeting a friend. Instead, friendship is symbolised by behaving as
casually as possible.

The British are comparatively uninterested in clothes. They
spend a lower proportion of their income on clothing than people
in most European countries do. Many people buy second-hands
clothes and are not at all embarrassed to admit this. Of course,
when people are ‘on duty’, they have to obey some quite rigid rules.
A male bank employee, for example, is expected to wear a suit with
atie at work. But on Sundays the British like to «dress down»s. They
can’t wait to take off their respectable working clothes and slip into
something really scruffy. In fact, the British are probably more
tolerant of ‘strange’ clothing than people in most other countries.

The English people are great pet lovers. Practically every
family has a dog or a cat, or both. They have special dog shops
selling food, clothés and other things for dogs. There are dog
hairdressing saloons and dog cemeteries. Millions of families have
‘bird-tables’ in their gardens. Perhaps, this overall concern for
animals is part of the British love for nature.

The British are always talking about the weather. Unlike many
others, this stereotype is actually true to life. But constant remarks
about the weather at chance meetings are not the result of polite
conventions. They are not obligatory. Rather, they are the result of
the fact that, on the one hand, to ask personal questions would be
rude while, at the same time, silence would also be rude. The
weather is a very convenient topic with which to ‘fill the gap’.

London

London is the capital and the largest city of the UK. Its
population is about 8 and a half million. London is the country’s
main industrial and financial centre. London is also one of the
largest ports in the UK. It is linked with all parts of the country by
roads and railways. Besides, London is a great educational and
cultural centre.
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. banks, offices and firms there, including the Bank of England, the :

n

Traditionally London is- divided into several parts: the City,
Westminster, the West End and the East End. The heart of London
is the City, its financial and business centre. There arc a lot of |

Stock Exchange and the Old Bailey. Few people live hem, but over
"3 million come to the City to work.

The City is famous for its oldest part, the Tower of London, :

. which was founded by Julius Caesar and rebuilt in the 1 1™ century
by William the Congueror. For many centuries the Tower hasbeen -

a fortress. But at various periods of history it was also used ds a

Royal Palace, a prisoi1, a royal treasury, a mint, an arsenal, a Royal !

observatory and even a Royal Zoo. Itis now a museumofarmisand .

armour and as one of the strongest fortresses in Britain, it comains

Crown Jewels. The Tower is guarded by the famous ‘Beefeaters’ in |

the picturesque uniforms, Tlie Ravens are also a part of its hlstory
- There is a legend that if the ravens disappear, the British monarchy *

wilt fall. That’s why theur wings are cut back and they are carefully
guarded.

St. Paul’s Cathedral des:gncd by Sir Christopher Wten 0 the
17th century is one of the most famous churches in the world, It
took Sir Christopher Wren 35 years to build this masterpiece. It is

.2 beautiful building with- many columns and towers. - The
magnificent classical structure is crowned by the dome. Inside the
. dome there are s¢enés from the life of St, Paul. Here too is the -
famous Whispering Gallery, where the words whispered into the
stone wall can be heard right round the other side; There are many
memerials in the Cathedral mcludmg those 10 heroes such as
Wellington and Neison.

* Westminster is now the political oenm of London. The Palace
of Westminster is among the world’s most famous buildings. 1t
houses the British Parfiament and i$ often called the Houses of
Parliament. The Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament is
famous for its big hourbell, known'as ‘Big Ben’. Many government
buildings, inctuding 10 Downing Street, the ‘official residence of
Prime Ministers for more than 250 years, are neasby.

- Dppositethe Houses of Parliament there is WestmmsterAbbey
where from the Norman times British monarchs have been
crowned and later buried. Many other famous people are also
buried in Westminster-Abbey including statesmen, musicians and
writers. In the Poets’ Comer one can find the tombs of W‘lllam

'Shakespeare, Byron, T S. Eliotand others
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Buckingham Palace is the official residence of the Queen.
London’s most popular spectacle is the Changing of the Guard. It
takes place in the forecourt and lasts about 30 minutes.

The West End is the name given to the area of central London
which includes the main shopping areas of Oxford Street, Regent
Street and Bond Street, and the entertainment centres of Soho,
Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square. It’s the richest and most
beautiful part of London. The best hotels, shops and restaurants,
clubs and theatres are situated there.

Trafalgar Square, which is also in the West End, is considered
to be the geographical centre of London. It was laid out in memory
of Lord Nelson’s great victory of 1805 in the Battle of Trafalgar.
Nelson’s Column in the middle of the square commemorates this
national hero, who died during the battle.

There are a lot of museums and galleries in London. On the
north side of Trafalgar Square there is the National Gallery, one of
the finest art galleries in the world. The biggest museum in London
is the British Museum. It contains a priceless collection of ancient
manuscripts, coins, sculptures and is famous for its library.

The East End covers a wide area to the east of the City and is
quite different from the other parts of London. There are many
warehouses and factories producing clothes there. It is also one of
those areas of London where working class people live.

The Royal Parks of London — St. James’s Park, Green Park,
Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens and Regent’s Park — are
London’s lungs.

When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life.

Famous British Cities and Towns

Great Britain is mainly an industrial country, and most of the
people there live in towns and cities. London, its capital, is the
most important city of Great Britain. _ .

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. It is one of the most
written-about and photographed cities on earth. Edinburgh is a
delight to explore on foot; most of its attractions are contained -
within a compact central area. Edinburgh Castle is the natural
starting-point for any visit. It is a famous fortress, which is situated
in the centre of the city on a high hill called Castle Rock. The oldest
parts of the building date back to about 1100. Visitors can also look
round the Palace of Holyroodhouse, the Queen'’s official residence
in Scotland.
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The main cities of Wales are Cardiff, its capital, Swansea and
Newport. Wales is famous for its medieval castles that stretch tike
an iron chain across Wales. Belfast, the capital of Northern
- Ireland, is one of the youngest capitals of the world. It is a city of
the 19th century and of the industrial revolution.

In the South part of England there are quite a lot of other
famous cities. Brighton is the largest holiday bathing resort of the
south coast. It is famous for its Indian-style palace, called the
_ Royal Pavilion. It is a popular place for people to go for a holiday.

Windsor is famous for its castle, which is an official residence
of the royal family. When the Queen is at the castle a special flag is
put up to tell everybody. Some of the interior apartments are open
to the public when the Queen is not in residence. In 1993 the castle
was seriously destroyed by fire.

Bath is known forits natural hot spring, the only one in Britain,
as well as for its old Roman baths, which remain the heart of the
city. Another spectacularsight of Bath is the Abbey, which is called
the ‘lantern of the west’ as it features more window than wall. The
city is also famous for its annual agrlcultural shows and music
festivals.

Oxford and Cambridge, knovm as Oxbndge are famous for the
oldest and most prestigious universities, founded in the 13th
century. Most of their students are former public school leavers.
The universities have over a hundred sometles and clubs, enough
for every interest one could imagine.

Stratford-upon-Avon lies at the very heart of England. It
attracts pecple not only by its history and connection with William
Shakespeare, but also by its wonderfu! nature and typical English
character. Here you can visit Shakespeare’s birthplace (it is a
museum now), Grammar school which he attended, Holy Trinity -
Church where he was buried and, of course, the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre, which is a living memorial to the poet’s work.

One of the famous cities in the centre of England is
Nottingham which is known throughout the world for its
associations with the legend of Robin Hood. At the heart of the
Robin Hood legend there is his former home, the magnificent
Forest of Sherwood, situated not far from Nottingham. The name
of Robin Hood is closely connected with Nottingham Castle,
which is in the city itself, At the foot of the Castle there is a statue
of Robin Hood. Now it houses a Museum of Fine and Applied Arts
and contains paintings by many famous artists,
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Another famous city in the central England is York, which was
once the capital of a Viking kingdom. It is known for its chocolate
factories, the National Railway Museum and the Viking Centre, an
archaeological museum where visitors are carried in «time-carss
through a vivid recreation of York under the Danish kings wnh the
sights, sounds and even smells of the period.

Chester is the most historic city in north-west 'England.
Atteactively set on the River Dee, the city has an ancient history
dating back to its days as a Roman port and a fortress. It is famous
for its black-and-white buildings and a splendid red sandstone
cathedral. Visitors to Chester can stroll along a reconstructed
Victorian street and visit its unique galleried shops called Rows.

The main industsial cities in England are Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Newcastle, Liverpoolis not onlyan
industrial centre. First of all it is Known all over the world as the
birthplace of ‘The Beaties’. In the Beatlés Story Museum you can
find everything about this famous group. Among othér museums
one can mention the Boat Museum and the branch of the Tate -
Gatlery. There is also the largest Garden Zoo there. The city is
famous for its sport, too. One of the biggest football stadlums in
Bntam isin Liverpool.

- British Educational System

The basic features of the Bntlsh educational systzm a.re the -
following: 1) education is: compulsory from 5 to 16; 2) the
academic year usually begins in September and runs 1o early July;
it has 3 terms, divided by the Christmas and Easter holidays. In
addition, ali schools have a ‘half-term holiday’, lasting a few _dayS'
or a week, in the middle of each term; 3) compulsory education is
free of charge, but parents may spend money on educating their
children if they want to; 4) there are three stages of edueaum
Children move from the first stage (primary) to the second stage
(sccondary) at around the age of eleven or twelve. The tlurd stage

is ‘further’ education at university or college. |

In 1988, for the first time in British history, a Nanénal :
Curriculum was introduced, The National Curricutum tells pupils
which subjects they have to study, what they must learn and when -
they have to take assessment tests.

At the age of 5 children go to infant school which is the first
stage of primary education. From 7 to 11 they attend junior
schools, the second stage of primary educatlon In pnmary school
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children are ‘taught the so-called 3R’s readmg, writing and
arithmetic.

At the age of 11 children enter the secondary school. Thcre are

three types of state secondary schools in Britain. They are:
- grammar schools (for the most intelligent childzen), modern
schools (for the less intelligent children) and comprehensive
schools. (for children of all abilities). Grammar schools lead
towards higher education, and the others give general or vocational
education to. prepare students for employment or for further
technical education. The regular secondary schools offer 7 years of
schooling, with students from 11 to 18 years of age. The last two
years (16—18) maybespentina separate sixth fOrm-college, ‘which
concentrates on career training, )

Between the ages of 14 and 16, pupils study for their GCSE
(Generat Certificate of Secondary Education) exams. Pupils must
take English Language, Maths, and Science for GCSE, as well as
half GCSE in a foreign language and Technology. In addition, they
must also be taught Physical Education, Religious Education and
Sex Education, atthough they do not take exams in these subjects.

" Those who get good GCSE grades can stay at their school for
another two years, if it has a sixth form and teaches the desired
subjects, and then take ‘A’ level (Advanced Level) exams.
Otherwise they have to-feave their school and go to a sixth-form
college or college of further education. Further education colleges
have strong ties with commerce and mdustry and offer courses in
. engineering, cooking or hairdressing. .

The GCE Advanced (A) level is normally taken aftera further :
two years of study. Good ‘A’ level results in at least 2 subjects are
necessary to get a place at a university. Universities choose their
students after interviews. There are about 100 universities in
Britain. The most famous of them are Oxford and Cambndge
Universities.

About seven per cent of studems g0 to private schools, where
parents have to pay for their children. The most expensive private
schools are called public schools. Most of these are single-sex
boarding schools and students can live there during term-time. .

British Holidays

There are fewer public hOlidéy's in Great Britain thén in 'othef
European countries, They are: Christmas Day, Boxing Pay, New
Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day, Speing Bank
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Holiday and Summer Bank Holiday. Public holidays in GB are
called bank holidays, because banks, offices and shops are closed.

The most popular holiday is Christmas. it is celebrated on the

. 25th of December. Every year the people of Norway give the city of -

London a present. It’s a big Christmas tree and it stands in
Trafaigar Square. Central streets are beautifully decorated. The

British send Christmas cards to greet each other. Most houses are

decorated with hofly and there is usually a Christmas tree in the

" comner of one of the rooms. Children hang their stockings on their
beds hoping that Father Christmas will come with toysand sweets. .
Christmas is a family holiday. The family usually meets for a’
. traditiona! dinner. of turkey and Christmas pudding. Everyone
~ gives and receives presents. : .
December the 26th is Boxing Day, whlch takes |ts ftame from
the old custom of giving workers an annual present in Christmas
boxes. Today this is the time to \usut friends and mlatlvcs, or to sit
in front of the TV. _
' New Year’s Day is less popular in Bntam than Chnmmas. But
in Scotland, Hogmanay is the biggest festival of the year. After
" midnight people go-*first-footing”. They call at friends® hiouses,
trying to be the first person through the door after midnight. The
appearance of the first-footer is associated with luck that willbe in .
. the next year. The Iuckiest type of the ﬁrst-footer is a tafl, dark :
.man.

" Easter is also a rehglous hohday and is celebrated in spring.
Most people go to church services on that day and give esch other
chocolate Easter eggs. On Easter Monday peoplé make a one-day
trip to the seaside or go o a football match orhorse racing.

" . Besides public holidays there are festivals, such as Pancake
Day, April Fool’'s Day, Halloween, Guy Fa\ﬂecs nght St.
Valentine’s Day and others. _

.Guy Fawkes Night, or more commonly, Bonfire Night, isa
very popular festival. It goes back to the days of King James [ when
Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament. Buthe was -
discovered and arrested. Since that time, on the 5th of November,

people burn the. dummy of Guy Fawkes, made of straw,.on a - '

* bonfire. On the 14th of February people celebrate St. Valentine’s
Day by sending a.card to the one they love. Usually you don’t sign.

your name. The person who receives the card has to guess who -

sentit.

These holidays are not days off, But thcy help to keep many L

traditions, which the British have always been famous for
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'l'he I.lnited States of America

. The United States is snuated in the central parl of the North
Ameri¢an coritinent (exoept for Alaska and Hawaii). It is washed .
by the Atlantic Ocean.in the east and by the Pacific Ocean in the
west, In the north it borders Canada and.in the south it borders
Mexico. The United States is the fourth largest country in the
world after Russia, Canada, and China. It has an area of about 10

. million square kilometers and its population is over 270 million

people. The great majority of the populmon is English-speaking

Americans. There are many ethnic groups in the United States.

"The largest group is Black Amencans (about 12% of the popula- -
tion)

~ TheUS consmts of 50 states and the District of Columb}a Itis

- aspecial federal area where the capital of the coumry, ‘Washington,

is situated. The largest state is Alaska. Hawaii is one of the smatlest

" states; it is' a-group of islands in the Pacific Ocean. Cahfomm,'

New-York, Texas, Florida, Pennsylvania, 1llinois, Ohio are the
most hea’\_rﬂy.populatedstates, and Wyoming, Vermont and Alaska
are the least populated states; The largest cities-are New-York,
I.os~Angeles ‘Chicago, San-Francisco and Philadelphia. -

- The continental part of the USA consists of 4 geographical
parts: 2 hightand and 2 lowland regions. The hightand regions are
the Appalachiian Mountains in the east and the Cordilera in the
west. The Appalachian Mountains are ancient, strongly destroyed
mountains of no great height. The valleys between them are rich in
coal. It is the oldest mountain system in the US.

. Unlike the Appalachian Mountains of the east, the Cordlllcra
“is not a continuous chair. It cansists of several high ranges, which
are.the Rocky Mountains on the east and the Sierra Nevada and.
the Cascade Range on the west. The Rocky Mountains are
considered to be young, high, rough, and irregular in shape.
Between the Rocky Mountains and the Appalachian Mountains
there is the vast Central Plain and the Plateau of Prairies or the

Great Plains.

The main rivers of the USA are the MlSSlSSlppl the Mlssoun,
the Rio Grande, the Colorado, the Columbia and the Hudson
River, The five Great Lakes, between the USA and Canada,
include Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Ene,
and Lake Ontario; They are all joined together by short rivers or

canals, and the St. Lawrence River joins them to the Atfantic
Ocean. The region around. the. Great. Lakes is known for its
changeable weather. In the west of the USA there i is another lake
called the Great Salt Lake.
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The USA has many natural resources, such as coal, petroleum,
and natural gas. The economy of the US is based upon free
enterprise.

The United States is one of the few countries in the world that
has no ‘official’ national language. The basic language spoken
throughout the country is American English. The second language
is Spanish.

American Climate

The climate of the US is temperate, with four distinct seasons,
The USA is a very large country, so it has several different climate
zZones.

The coldest regions are in the north and north-east, where
much snow falls in winter. The climate of Alaska is arctic.

All along the western coast, the temperature changes little
between winter and summer months, while in the north central
part of the country the temperature difference between winter and
summer is very great — 36 degrees centigrade and even more. In all
of the heavily populated parts of the United States the summer can
be extremely hot, and particularly near the eastern seaboard it is
very unpleasant. In the winter, on the other hand, it can be very
cold.

The climate along the Pacific coast is much warmer than that
of the Atlantic coast. Parts of the Pacific Coast are very wet. It is
determined by the range of mountains. The west coastal territory is
favourable for agriculture.

To the east, beyond the mountains, there is a vast dry region.
This dry land extends from Canada to Mexico. But still farther east,
in the Southeastern United States, you can find another wet
region. On the whole the East is much wetter than the West. The
climate of eastern and central America is ‘continental’ and more
resembles Russia.

One of the most important geographical boundaries in the
United States is the 50-centimeter rainfall line, which runs north
and south almost through the middle of the country. East of the
line, farming is relatively easy, and the population is relatively.
large. West of the line, there are irrigation systems, dry-farming,
grazing and fewer people.

The south has a subtroplcal climate. The hottest places are
Florida, Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

Americans can gather several crops a year. They grow wheat
and corn (in the north and the north-east), tobacco and cotton (in
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the south-¢ast), grapes (in the west). Int the west cattle breeding is
popular (sheep, cows). On the whole agricultural conditions are
very favourable.

American People

America is a friendly country. People easily start talking with
each other. When Americans meet people for the first time they
usually shake hands. When they meet friends or relatives they
haven’t seen for a Jong time they usuatly kiss ther. You can easily
spot Americans abroad by their confident manners which come
from their sense of individual freedom — their first value and belief.

America is a nation of risk-takers, The first Americans left the
known of the Old World for the unknown of the New, They liveda
hard life, and they had 10-be tough and selforeliant, So, self-
reliance is usually the second national trait and moral value,

The first immigrants often faced difficult problems which
needed new solutions. So they soon learned to experiment that led
to another American trait, a sense of optimism. Most Americans
are sure that every problem has a sofution: a difficult probiem ‘can
be sotved at once; an impossible one may take a litile longer. _

The third national value is material wealth, Most Americans
believe that weaith is a reward for hard work. And of course, they
believe in the American Dream ‘from rags to riches’. Americans
are Optlmlsllc and persistent. ‘If at first you don’t succeed, try, try

-again’ is their favourite saying. '

_ Americans are always on the move. Moving about from place
to place is such a common practice that most Americans take it for

granted that they may live in four or five cities during their lifetime.

American people love speed. They like to cook in microwave

ovens, they prefer making phone calis to writing letters, and they

like to travel by air rather than bus or'train,

Americans are patriots. They are proud of their flag and display
it in many places. National holidays such as Thanksgiving and In-
dependence Day greatly contribute to this feeling. There is of
course no typical American, but a certain stereotype does exist. In
my opinicn, Americans are open-hearted, stmlghtforward cheer-
ful, relaxed and tough, '

Main Cities of the USA

There are a lot of interesting and impressive cities in the
USA but the heart of a nation is Washington, D.C., its capital.
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Washington is smaller in size than the largest cities of the USA,
such as New York, Chicago, Detroit or Los Angeles. The buildings
in Washington are not very tall because no building must be taller
than the Capitol. But in political sense Washington is the center of
the country and the most important city of the United States.

The two main sights of Washington are the Capitol, which
houses the two chambers of the legislature, and the White House,
the official residence of the US President. Not far from the Capitol
there is the Library of Congress, the largest library of the United
States.

One can hardly find a park, a square or an open area in
Washington without a monument or a memorial. The most
impressive and the best-known of them are the Lincoln Memorial
and the Washington Monument. There are also a lot of museums
" in Washington where you can see all kinds of things: famous
paintings and sculptures, the dresses of Presidents’ wives, the
original of the Declaration of Independence, etc.

New York is the largest city in the USA and one of the largest
cities in the world. Situated at the mouth of the deep Hudson
River, it has always been the gateway to the USA. People who
come to New York by sea are greeted by the Statue of Liberty. It has
become a symbol of the city (if not of the whole country) and an
expression of freedom to people all over the world.

The five boroughs comprising the city are Manhattan, the
Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn and Richmond. The center of New York
is Manhattan Island. Numerous skyscrapers house banks and of-
fices of American business. The Empire State Building, Rockefel-
ler Center, the United Nations building, Central Park, Times
Square, Broadway all these world famous sights are situated here.

The map of Manhattan seems unusual to a European eye. It is
crossed from north to south by avenues and from east to west by
streets. Each avenue has either a name or a number. The streets are
numbered. Only a few of them have names.

Wall Street in Manhattan is the financial heart of the USA and
the most important banking center in the world. Broadway is the
symbol of American theatre. The intersection of Broadway and
Seventh Avenue forms world famous Times Square, where New
Year’s Eve celebrations always take place. Park Avenue represents
luxury and fashion because of its large expensive apartment houses.
Fifth Avenue is the most famous shopping center.

New York is often called the cultural capital of the USA. There
are more than 800 museums in New York. One of the best known
is the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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Los Angeles is America’s second largest city. Its name comes
from the Spanish for ‘the City of Angels because the land was.
originally claimed for Spain by missionaries in 1781. It became an -
American city in 1850 when California became part of the United
States. Los Angeles is a popular place because of its pleasant semi-
tropical climate and beautiful Pacific coast. Almost everyone
drives to work. There are about four miltion private cars in Los
Angeles and the level of air pollution is one of the highest in the
country. Suburbs like Hollywood, the center of the movie industry,
~and Beverty Hills, where famous actors and other celebrities live,

" have also made Los Angeles a tourist attraction. :
) The third largest city in the USA, Chicago, is on the shore of
Lake Michigan. Chicago is called the Windy City because of the
strong winds that blow through it. Chicago is an industriat center. -
The city has always attracted a diverse population of Americans .
and new immigrants in search of jobs. Chicago is also a railroad and _
truci:img hub. lts auport O’Hare 1ntcmatlonal is the busiest in lhe
wortt

San Franc:sco is the most interesting city in the United Staws.
It occupies the northern end of a peninsula, s it is surrounded on
three sides by water. San Francisco is famous for its bndges fog
- and foghoms. The greatest attraction of San Francisco is the.

* Golden Gate Bridge, which has become the symbol of the city. San
Francisco is called the city .of hills because it has 40 hills, It is
famous for its picturesque cable cars, which climb these hills, and
for its brlght houses that cling to the hills atong steep and narrow
streets, :
: of course, San Franc;sco hasa lot of museums. But if y you are:
tired of museums; you ¢an visit Golden Gate Park, one of the
largest man-made parks in the world, ot go to Shakespeare Garden °
where you can find every flower and plant ever mentioned by the -
bard. San Francisco has a reputation as an inteliectual, Jibgral, and.
slightly crazy clty and htS sights attract mllhons of tourists every

o ’year

Amencan System of EdUcatlon

Amncans have always belleved m education, butina specla}
American way. The schools’ first Job was to turn miltions of foreign
children into Americans. Since they came from dozens of different
countries, this was not easy. Schools had to teach the children to
speak English, to love their new country, and to learn how to live in
it. American schools were the ‘melting pot” in which the .
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differences were forgotten. Theywerethe Iadder up which the poor_
could cl:mb to a better life; Getting started on-a successful career
was the main aim. Most American parents still care less for book-
learning than for a practical education that wlll help thclr chlld to
find a job.

The ‘right to education’ has also meant that ‘school system
must provide for the needs of exceptional students, for example the
blind, the deaf, and the persons with other physlcal or emotional
handlcaps It is not at all unusual for school districts to provide
instruction for children who are. conf ned to the wards of hospnals :
or critninal justice facilities. .

But perhaps most important of all is that American educatlon
never stops. If an elderly person wants to learn Italian art, or chess,
he or she can go to the nearest college and take: a coursc in n And
millions of people are doing just that. '

However, many Americans are worried about ‘their public .
schools. They see-serious problems of violence and faiture. They
see too many children who never learn to write property and too- -
few college graduates who can speak a foreign language. The
absence of national curricufum makes it difficult for children to
transfer to new classrooms when their fam:ly moves from one city
toanother, . )

Inrecent yearsa Department of Education has been omamzed
in Washmgton, D.C., but its function is still sharply. limited.
Perhaps in ‘the future there will be a greater demand for the-
construction ‘of a national curricular framework. And if this
demand develops, the American system will expenence a major
transformation.

Nevertheless, we shouldn’t forget the greax -successes of |
Amencan education. Its best universities are among the best
anywhere. American philosophers and economists are world-
famous, and American scientists win. more than their shane of
Nobel pnzes s - :

Amerfcan Halidays

The popmat:on in the USA is made up. of people of different
nationalities. Centuries ago they brought with thern their native .
celebrations.  Some holidays, which- are marked in the Umted-
States were originated in America. - '

One of the greatest holidays mlndependence Day. Ou.luly4 -
1776, the Declaration of Indepéndence was signed. It proclaimed -
independence of the thirteen British colonies from Great Britain.
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July 4th has become the greatest holiday since. In the past this day
was marked with big parades and fireworks, but now it is celebrated
more quietly. Cities and towns are decorated with flags on that day,
there are parades in some placcs, but most people just go on pichics
to the countryside. =
Thanksgiving Day is marked on the fourth, Thursday of
November. On this day Americans honour the memory of the first .
seitlers. 1t also marks the end of the harvest season. H is a long-
standing ll'adltlon to make a festive meat with a fried turkey on this -
day.
Christmas is a religious holiday, which symbolizes the binh of
Jesus Christ. By this day people decorate fir-trees with toys.
Children wait for Santa Claus who comes to every house and brings
them presemts. Before going to bed, children leave their shoes to
find in them what they want most of all the next morning. Some
people, especially young people, like to celebrate it jin restaurants .
and pubs, but most people prefer 1o stay at home with their family -
on this day.
Washington’s Birthday is marked on Febmary 22nd. George E
' Washington led the American Army to victory in the War for ;
Independence. Later ke was elected President of the United States
- and was jn office for 8 years (1789-1797). The national capital of -
the USA, a state and several towns are named after George -
Washmgton
Lincoln’s Birthday is celebrated every year on February 12th.
Abraham Lincoln was President during the Civilt War (1861
1865). He led the fight to keep the nation together and to free the.
slaves. His life ended tragically. He was killed in the theatre during
. the performance soon after the victory of the North. In honour of
this great man a beautiful memonal has been built in Washmgton
D.C.
On New Year’s Day people see the old year off and the New
Year in. Most people stay up all night, even children. At midnight
many people go outside and shout ‘Happy New Year” Some
~ people set off fireworks and blow automobile horns which are
heard everywhere. Everybody exchanges presents and good wishes.
Offices, factories, banks and stores do not work on this day. In New

York, a lot of people gather in Times Square, and watch the ‘Big
Apple’ fall. It is a moving picture of an apple on thé side of the big
building in Times Square. Every New Year’s Eve during the last
few seconds before the midnight it starts to ‘fall down’ the building,
and when it gets to the bottom it’s the start of the New Year,
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Labour Day is celebrated on the first Monday in September.
On this day workers make a public show with marches, meetings,
etc. It also marks the beginning of the school year and the end of
summer.

Canada

Canada is a constitutional monarchy, an independent federal
state and parliamentary democracy with two official languages and
two systems of law: civil law and common law, a member of the
Commonwealth. It is the second largest country in the world. Its
area is 9,976,000 sq. km. Its population is about 30.1 million. The
capital of Canada is Ottawa.

The country is situated in North America. It isbordered in the
north by the Arctic Ocean, in the east by the Atlantic Ocean, in the
south by the United States, and in the west by the Pacific Ocean
and Alaska.

In the center there is a great plain the Canadian Shield. It has
many lakes and is rich in minerals. More than half of the
population lives in the St. Lawrence Lowlands, between Quebec
and Lake Huron. West of the Canadian Shield as far as the Rocky
Mountains are the Great Plains or prairies, fertile farming lands.
North of the prairies are the Northwest Territories, wild areas
where few people live. In the west are the Rocky Mountains, the
Coast Mountains and the Selkirks; the highest peak is in the Yukon
territory (Mount Logan, 19,850 feet). There are many rivers in
Canada, and among them are the St. Lawrence, the Mackenzie,
the Saskatchewan, the Columbia and the Yukon.

Climate, while generally temperate, varies from freezing
winter cold to blistering summer heat. _

Canada’s natural vegetation can be best described as falling
into five areas: the boreal forest, the forests of the southeast and the
southwest, the grasslands, and the tundra.

Government. Canada is a federative state consisting of ten
provinces and three territories. Canadian provinces are: Alberta,
British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, -
Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and
Saskatchewan. There are three large northern territories — Yukon,
the Northern Territories, and Nunavut, which mainly lie north of
the 60th parallel.

Head of State is Queen of Britain, represented by Governor
General. Head of Government is Prime Minister. The roots of
Canada’s parliamentary system lie in Britain. The Canadian
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Parhamem consists of the Senate (thc Upper House) and the
House of Commons.

" .The Senate mpatwmed aﬂer the British House of Lords. Its

104 members are appointed, not elected, and are divided
essentially among Canada’s four main regions of Ontario, Quebec,
the West and the Atlantic Provinces. The Senate has the same

" powers as the House of Commons, with a few exceptions.” .

" The House of Commons is lhe major law-making body. It has
301 members, one from each of the 301 electoral districts. The -
representatives are elected every five years. :

But the real executive power is in the hands of the Cabinet
undér the Prime Minister. Strictly speaking, the Prime Minister

“and the Cabinet are the advisers of the monarch. However, the real
power belongs to the Cabinet, and the Governor General acts on
its ‘advice. The Cabinet deveiops govemment policy and is
responsible to the House of Commons.

Canada is a young country, but it has a legal systcm rich m
tradition. Common law, which is used in all provinces except
Quebec, is based on principles that were developed in medieval
England. The principles of Quebec’s civil law date back to the
Roman Empire, and reflect many principles of French law. The

~ supreme law of the country is Canada’s Constitution. In 1982, the

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms became a fundamental

~ part of the'Canadian Constitution. The Charter sets out the basic

rights and fiberties of ‘each person m Canada which must be

" respected by all governiments.

Langusges. English and French are both official Ianguages but
20% of the population speaks only Frerich. Teasion between .
French-speaking Quebec and the other nine provinces whem
English is the majority language remains high,

Eeonm Since the Second World War more péople have
worked :in- manufacturing than in agriculture. But farming is still
important: cereals, dairy products, frisit, wool, fur. One of the most
important industries is the manufacture of wood pulp and paper. In
the XX century Canada became an mdustrial country thh hlghl)r

~ developed agriculture.

‘ Largest cities. The largest cities are Ottawa Montreal .
Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton Calgary.

Main Citles of Canada

* Ottawa. Itisthe capttal of Canada. Ottawa is agrcat example of
a metropolitan cuy lt has Jots of banks, big skyscrapers and

.
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-embassies. The symbol of Ottawa is its Parliament buildings. It’s
really worth seeing. The buildings are home to the House of
Commons, the Library of Parliament, the Hall of Honour, the
Senate, and the impressive Peace Tower. In summer you can
watch the Changing of the Guard Ceremony on the hill. You won’t
see much difference between this ceremony and equivalent one in
England. In Ottawa you can take the Amphibus — the bus that not
only rides on the streets, but also can float on water like a boat. In
the city one can see the residence of the Canada’s Governor
General. It’s a big beautiful building. There are a lot of other
interesting places in Ottawa. They include the National Museum
of Canada, which has collections representing Indian and Eskimo
culture; the Public Archives of Canada; Royal Canadian War
Museum; the Design center; Royal Canadian Mint and others.
You can see Ottawa University with classes for English- and
French-speaking students.

Montreal. It is situated in Quebec — the French part of Canada.
It really looks like France: lots of narrow, small streets, cafes, and
other things typical for France. It combines modern skyscrapers
and XIX century mansions in a unique mixture. It’s usually called
‘Paris of the Western Hemisphere'. The most interesting part of the
city is the Notre-Dame de Montreal that is known as the most
beautiful church in North America. The Basilica of Mary Queen is
nearly half-size replica of St. Peter’s in Rome. The Royal Place —
is the oldest place in Montreal. In the eastern part of Montreal you
can see Olympic Park with its famous tower that close resembles
the one that is in Pisa, Italy (the leaning one). One can take an
elevator and go up this tower. Near the leaning tower there is a
special place, where different animals and plants survive in their
natural conditions. .

The city’s first subway, called the Metro was opened in 1966.
Montreal is Canada’s most important port. It is the chief
manufacturing centre of Canada. It has a number of large libraries
and several theatres. It is the seat of McGill University (English-
speaking), the.University of Montreal (French-speaking) and
several colleges. There are many museums in the city and among
them are the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, the Museum of
Archaeology and History, Wax Museum and others.

Torento. It is the capital and the largest city of Ontario, and is
located on the north shore of Lake Ontario. It is one of the chief
Great Lakes ports. The city is famous for its CN Tower — the
biggest tower in the world — 553 m in height. From the tower you
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can observe the whole city. The most interesting thing about the -
tower is its glass floor. As you walk, you can see what is under you.
The Canadian National Exposition, held here annually features |
" industeial and agricultural exh:bmons and also- contams an

amusement park area. :

The city is an artistic and musical center, with the Art Gallery j
of Toronto and the Royal Conservatory of Music. The Royal -
Ontario Museum is famous for its collection of dinosaur bonesand
for its Oriental exhibits. The University of Toronto, Ryerson
Institute of Technology, and York University offer advanced
educational facilities.

Quebec. It’s difficult to calt Quebec a cny It very much looks
like atown — but is still the capital of the province of Quebec. There
is Saint-Anne Church there. It has a cyclorama (a big picture '
screen that is round) — the biggest cyclorama in the world, on
which the last days of Jesus Christ are painted. :

Quebec is a city for tourist — there are lots of squares,
T monuments, souvenir shops, smiall houses and muséums. Ht is the .

only city in North America that still rétains a wail around it that was:-
used to defend it from enemies. There is a very interesting big castle"_;
‘there — the Chateau de Frontenac )

Australia

Australla is an island continent located in the Southern
Hemisphere. It is washed by three oceans and four seas. It is
bounded on the north by the Torres Strait and the Timor Sea, on
thie east by the Coral and Tasman seas, and on the south and west
by the Indian Ocean. The continent and the. island of Tasmania
and a number of smaller istands make up the Commonwealth of
Australia.

It is independent federatwe state and the member of the
Commonwealth headed by the British Queen. The population of
the country is 18,000,000, The capital of the countty is Canberra.
Australia occupies 7,687,000 sq. km and is almost as large as the
‘continental US. It is twice the size of Western Europe. It is about
25 times larger than Britain and Ireland, It is the sixth largest

_country in the world. Australia is the worid’s smallest, flattest, and
driest continent. It is the biggest island and the smallest comment
in the world.

Australia’s main reglons are the ancient westem plateau,
which covers more than half of the continent; the central plains;
the Great Dividing Range in the east, which rises to 2,230 m high.
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- (Mount Kosciusko); the Eastern coastal plain, where most of the
large towns are; and the tropical northeast coast. The centre-of the
continent is taken by the deserts: Great Sandy Desent; Great
Victoria Desert: Simpson Desent. There are few rivers and lakes in
Australia. The best-known river is the Murray (2600 krn) The.
longest is the Darlmg (2740 km), ..

Australia is in the southern Hermsphem sothe seasons arethe

. other way round. Summer is from December to Febrary, autumn

isfrom March to May, winter is from June {0 August, and spring is

from September to November, Most of the country weather is
characterized by clear skies and low rainfall. The climate of

- Australia ranges from the tropical regions of the Northern
- Territory to the cool temperature: conditions in the southeast

(Victoria, Tasmania), where it frequently snows in winter. The

tropncal northern region has only two seasons: a hot, wet season

. with fains in February and March, and a warm, dry season.. .

There are six states and two territories in Australia, Two
territories and their capitals are Northern Territory (Daiwin), and

Australian Capital Territory (Canberra). The states: and their

capitals are New South Wales (Sydney), Western Australia
(Perth), Tasmania (Hoban), the state of Victoria (Melbourne),
South Australia (Adelaide), and Queensiand (Brisbaine). New
South: - Wales is the first state in Australia. It has the biggest
population, it is most industrialized and is a leader-in agriculture.
Its population is about 6 nnlhon people. 60 per cent of it lives in its

capital, Sydney, . .

. The largest state is Western Austraha, but lt is very sparsely

populatecL its populationis about 1.7 million people. Queenstand

isthe second largest state, Its populatlon is3.2 mllhon peopie. The
state of Victoria is the smatlest,

- Government. Head of state is Queenmentam The Queems .

represented by Governor General and six State Governors. Head

.- of government is Prime Minister. Federal Parliament. is-a

legisiative. body. It consists of the Senate.-and the House of -

Representatives. There are 76 Senators, clected for 6-vear terms.

The House of Representatives consists of 148 members elected

every three years. Each state and territory have their own local

government. Each state is-headed by a governor, has its executive,
legislative and judicial systems, modeled on-those of the federal
government. Each territory has its own legistative assembly. . _
. Languages. English and Aboriginal languages are - state
" languages. There is no Aboriginai language, which is spoken by all.

153




‘Aborigines. There are many different tribal languages. But many
Aboriginal languages are dying nowadays, that’s why an Aboriginal
language is taught as a second language to Abongmal chlldren
living in the cities,

Economy. Australia is one of thc ten f‘oremost countries in
terms of its level of economic development. ‘Agriculture. and
. mining industryare highly developed. Australia exporis beef, lamb,
‘wool and wheat. The country is self-sufficient in food. The country
is rich in minerals such as l&ad copper, ‘iron ‘ore, gold sitver, tm,
wranium and othess.

Big cities are Canberra, Sydney, Melbourne, anbame
Adelalde, Perth, Hobart, Darwin, -

Canberra

. Canberra is Australia’s federal capital. Established as-part of
 Australia’s. fedérat-ion,. Canberra houses the national parliament,
federal government departments, the High Court of Australia, the
Australian War Memorlal and sevcral other important msmu-
tions, -_
. Canberra is comprised of fwe large "town centres that liein -
the valleys of the Canberra region. These are Central Canberra,
" Belconrien, Woden, Tuggeranong and Queanbeyan: (actually in
New South Wales). For tourists, Central Canbema is the only
major area of interest, but the presence of the other centres will
-explain why the size of Canberra’s population seems so out of
proportion with its low-built appearance,

Canberra is very different from most Australian cap:tal cities,
Flrstly, it is relatively young (it- was established in 1927, and
- secondly, its planned development has excluded the presence of
buildings on any surrounding hilltops, or that are over fifteen
stories high. Thus visitors may be slightly under-awed by Canberra,
but-don’t just turn around. Explore the sites and youwﬂl'reahze
that Canberra is a far miore. plwsant place than it is usually given
credit for. - :

There are more than 30 Australian. artlsnc and cuttural
© institutions in Canberra, ranging from the Australian War

- Memorial to Parliament House, surmounted by.a colossalstamlﬁs )
- steel flagpole and setin 23 hectares of gardens. - .

Thecﬂyhaswndeopenspacesanﬂmanyparksandgmﬁens
with the impressive architecture housing the national institutions
sét in astonishingly well-groomed surroundings, so that you can -
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pad barefoot through the grass from the Natlonal Gallery to the
National Library, peacefully admiring the gum-tm

1t’s also fun to note that the *mall’ running between thc Wnr
Memoria) and Parliament looks familiar. This is because much of -
Canberra was designed by a US Architect and the mall in Canberra
is reminiscent of the mall in Washington, D.C,, specifically the
reflecting pool between the Washington Monm'nem and meoln :
Memorial,

Canberra is also- known for its spring festival, Flonade when
the parks and gardens surrounding Lake Burley Griffin explode
with colourful displays of massed tulips and other blooms. The ¢ity,
with its many parklands, is especiatly bcauuful in spring and
aummn

Sydney |
-Sydney is the gateway to Australia. It’s one of the most
attractive cities in the world and it was voted the Number One

Conventionr City in the Asia Pacific Region for:2000. But no -

introduction to Sydney would be complete wlthout paying tribute
to one of the world’s great harbours. - :

Sydney Harbour is the heatt and soul of the city. It provides
spectacular views, ferry transportation and a variety of recreation
" options to the city’s four million residents. Its banks are home to
the iconic structures of the Opera House and Harbour Bridge.
Each of the areas along its 20-kilometre stretch offers a different
perspective on- this major port. Darling. Harbour is flash and
tounist-friendly, the North Shore suburbs are refined and trendy,
and the various Sydney Harbour National Park areas provide a
welcome break from the hustle and bustle of the city. The best way
to experience Sydney Harbour is from one of the many cru:ses
departing from Circular Quay.

- Sydney is a major centre of culture and the arts and amecca
for world class sport and entertainment. There is- fabulous
shopping, fine dmmg, natural beauty and the fnendllest people in'
the world.. :

" Sydneysiders always knew.they lived in one of the world s great

cities, but it wasn’t until the 2000 Olympics that the rest of the

* world started to agree with this fact. Since the Gamies, Sydney has

- consolidated its position as one of the world’s most enchanting -
citiés. Hosting the 2000 Olympic Games has been a catalyst to a
range of new and exciting venues as well as innovative and umque
products for Sydney. :
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It might seem surprising that Sydney is not Australia’s capital.

The creation of Canberra in 1927 bas not affected the view of many
‘Sydneysiders that their city remains the frue capital of Australia,
and certainly in many ways it feels like it. The city has a tangible
sense of history: the old stone walls and well-worn steps in the =
backstreets around The Rocks are an evocative reminder that
Sydney has more than two hundred years of white history behind.it.

- Just imagine a place of distinctive sights and sounds and a city
. with spirit. ¥ is a place in a legendary land that. cornbum the

: the world has to offer and that place is Sydney .

New Zealand

New Zealand is an Island Nation, situated between the
Equator and the-South Pole in the southem Pacific Ocean. It is
situated the same distance éast from Australia as London is from
Moscow. The distance between the two countries is about 1600
kilometres. The countries -are separated by the Tasman Sea. lts
nearest nelghbouts to the North are New Caledonia, Fiji and

Tonga.

New Zealand mcludes two' main and a number of smaller

islands, Each of the two main istands (North and South Islands) is
hilly and mountainous. The main mountain ranges are on the
South Island and, include the Southern Alps, in which 20 peaks
exceed 3000 metres. The hlghest peak is Mount Cook on. South
Island. . -

A voleanic plateau is in the center of Nonh lsl,and There are -
thee active volcanoes in North Istand, and the Rotorua district is
- knowri for its geysers and hot spring. Volcanic action also played a-

part in the formation of the islands, especially on the North Island,

. where the process stifl continues. Earthquakes are fmquent there.
“As a result of the movement of these tectonic plates many
meuntains have been lifted above the lowlands or reduced. [n'1991

- an avalanche reduced the hxghest peak, Mount Cook, from 3?64
metres to 3754 metres, :
New Zealand has an oceanic chmate without extremes of heat

or cold. Snow is common only in the mountains. The eastern
lowlands include the driest and sunniest chmatc& .

- The population of the country is small, 3.6 million people.
Three fourths of New Zealanders five on North Island. The lalgest
center of populauon is Auckland, The capltal of the country is
Wellington.
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New Zealand is an independent state and a member of the
Commonwealth. The British monarch is the head of state, - _
-sented by.the Governor General. As in Great Britain, the legula
ture is called the Parliament. In New Zealand the Parliament
comsists of a single chamber, the House of Representatives. Its
members are elected every three years. There are 120 members in -
the House of Representatives. The leader of the party in power be-
comes the prime minister, who heads the formal Executive Coun-
cil. There are 38 government departments in the country. -Most
ministers have charge of more-than one department : :

*~ The Parliament seats in Wellington in the building, whnch is
called the Beehive because of its form,. The pmne mnmster’s '
-residence in Wellington is known asVogel House. -
.~ = New Zealand’s dairy industry is considered to be the most
efficient. The export of dairy products is the largest.in the world
despite the country’s small size and population. (ther industries

" are textiles, machinery, fish, forest products. Agriculture is highty

mclusmallzed. New Zealand is oﬁen called the shocp farmof Great

Bmam -

. The largest cities of the ooumry are Weninston, Auckland

Chmtchurch D :
Englishand Maon are the oﬁiclal mngtmges also Enghsh is the

main languase : '

New Zealand's Main Cities

People (85 per cent) of New Zealand live in the cmes and
towns. Early in the twentieth century the four cities Auck_land
- Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin shared leadership. .

The largest city of New Zealand is Auckland. It is a modern
city and the industriat and commercial port of the country. More -
than one million people iive there. Twenty per cent of ‘the
population is Maori and Polynesian. The ¢ity was established in
1840 as the capital of the British colonial governmient. It was

officially made a city in 1871. The city has an art gallery, zoological .

gardens, the Auckland War Memorial Museum with its
 outstanding Maori col!ectlon, and the University of Auckland,
which was founded in 1882. There are forest, farms, beaches,
‘thermal pools and geysers near Auckland. Auckland remained the
capital until it was replaced by Wellington.

Wellington is the second largest city and a main port. It is
situated on the southern coast of North Istand. The poputation of
the city is about 200,000 people. It is the seat of the government
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and a large administrative centre. It is a transport link between the
islands. It was settled by the group of British immigrants in 1840.
They called it Nicholson after the captain of their ship. Wellington
is the third capital of New Zealand: the first capital was Russel,
then — Auckland, and in 1865 Wellington became the capital of the
country. The most striking features of the city are its winds and
constant danger of earthquakes. Its nickname is ‘the windy city’,
because it is situated on the crossroads of the Pacific Ocean and the
Tasman Sea. Several high office buildings were specially
constructed to withstand earthquake shocks. In general Wellington
isa c:ty of two- and three-storeyed houses.

It is a commercial and cultural centre of the country. The
Victoria University of Wellington and Wellington Teachers
Training College are located in the city. The Alexander Turnbull
Library is famous for its collection of New Zealand materials.
Wellington is the home ofthe New Zealand Orches{ra There is the
National Art Gallery in the city.

Christchurch is the largest city of South lsland It is the main
commercial and industrial city of the island. It is a marketing
centre for the agricultural products. There are industrial plants and
factories for the production of machinery, rubber tyres, electric
goods and shoes. The population of the city is 300,000 people. _

The heart of the city is Cathedral Square, where one can see
the Anglican Cathedral. There is the University of Canterbury,
Canterbury Museum, McDougall Art Gallery, botanical gardens
and the fields of Hagley Park in the city.

Dunedin is located on South Island. [t is the second largest city
of South Island. The city was founded in 1848 by Scottish
Presbyterians as a Scottish free church settlement. It was called
Dunedin for the Gaelic word for Edinburgh and still conveys
Scottish values. It is often called ‘Edinburgh of the South’. Its
population is 116,524 people. This region is rich in gold, timber
and farming potential.
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